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< Z^curce of chtsptraficit 

Swami Ramananda Tirtha is undoubtedly one of the most illustrious 
and extremely popular leaders the country has produced. His life of struggle, 
sacrifice and renunciation is a source of inspiration to hundreds of public 
workers in this part of the country. In the prime of youth, he renounced the 
world and became a sanyasin; but even more difficult than this renunciation 
was his voluntary retirement from active politics after having achieved all goals 
which he had set before himself while entering politics. Thus, he is not only 
a sanyasin in the traditional sense but also a political sanyasin — a class which 
is not very common to find. 

Simple and unassuming, calm but very clear, Swamiji has a heart of gold 
which invariably goes out for the downtrodden masses and the ordinary 
workers in public life. He is amongst the very few personalities who are held 
in such universal esteem in this part of the country. 

His numerous followers and admirers have decided to celebrate his 61st 
birthday in a manner befitting the great sacrifices and achievements of his long 
and arduous career. This Commemoration volume is being released on the 
occasion, on behalf of the Swami Ramananda Tirtha Shashtyabdipoorti Cele- 
brations Committee. The contents of the volume will amply speak for them- 
selves and give a panoramic view of Swamiji’s variegated life and activity. The 
Committee wishes to place on record its gratitude to all the leaders and friends 
who have sent messages and contributed articles. Thanks are also due to 
Sri Kashinath Joshi, Sri V. H. Desai and Sri J. B. Upadhyaya for the invalu- 
- able help rendered by them in the preparation of this volume. 


Suami Ramananda Tirtha Shashtyabdipoorti 
Celebrations Committee 




Swamiji discussing with Prancshacharxa the general <etretarv of 
the HjdertbaJ Stale Congns* 




CONTENTS 


1. A Sanyasm with a difference 

2. A Selfless Soul 

t 

3 A Repository of Dynamism 

4 Swamiji & Constructive work 

5 Integration of Hyderabad State with Indian 
Union-Role Played by Swami Ramananda 
Tirtha 

6. Swamiji & Telengana 

7. Swami Ramananda Tirtha-Tnbute 

8 Swamiji as a Trade Unionist 

9. A Constructive worker 

10. Swamiji an appreciation 

11. Swamiji s contribution for creation of 
Samyukta Maharashtra 

12. Swamiji Ramananda Tirtha - Our Senior 
Sentinel 

13. Swamiji & Kamatak 

14 Swamiji's role in the formation of 
Hyderabad State Congress 
15. Swamiji a Karma Yogi 


... Sri Belwantrai Mehta, Chief Minister, 
Gujrat 

. Sri S NijaUngappa , Chief Minister , 
Mysore 

Dr. B V. Keskar, Chairman, National 
Book Trust 

Sri Anna Saheb Sahasrabuddhe Chair- 
man, Rural Deielopment Planning 
Committee, Planning Commission 

Dr. B. Ramakrishna Rao, M. P 

SriP V Naraslmha Rao, Minister for 
Information & Law, Andhra 
Pradesh 

Aeharya N. G Ranga, Chairman, 
S* at antra Party 

Sri R. A. Khedgikar, Bombay 

Sn R K. Patll, Chairman, Maha- 
rashtra Sarvodaya Mandal 
. Sn N V. Gadgtl, former Governor of 
Punjab 

Sn D K Kunte, ex-Speaker, Bombay 
Legislative Assembly 

Sn V. S Page, Chairman Maharashtra 
State Khadi & V. /. Board 

S i Jagannathrao Chandarki, General 
Secretary, A. I C C. 

Sri D G. Bindu, Hyderabad 

. . Dr.G S. Melkote, M. P. 


16 Swami Ramananda Tirthaas Hyderabad 
State Congress President 

17 Swamiji as a Teacher 

18 Swamiji as an Educationist 

19 Swamiji as a leader of the masses 

20 Swamiji and Marathwa da 

21 The Call of the Millions 

22 Under Mahatma s Guidance 

23 Swamiji m Lok Sabha 

24 Life & Political work of Swami Ramananda 
Tirtha 

25 A profound mspirer 

26 Swamiji a symbol of emancipation 

27 Swamiji as a joumahs t 

28 Swamiji the Father of the Political 
Transition in Nizam s State 

29 Swamiji and Hyderabad Khadi Samiti 

30 Important speeches and writings of Poojya 
Swamiji 


Sri Bak'ir Alt Ahrza, M P 

Sn R G alias Baba Saheb Paranjp 
Ambajogai (Maharashtra) 

Sn Deviswgh Chauhan, Latur 
Sri Konda Lakshaman Bapujt, Chair 
man , Hyderabad Cooperative 
Central Union Ltd 
Sri A K ff'aghmare Aurangabad 
Sri V D Deshpande , Handed 
Sn Achyutbhai Deshpande Varanasi 
Sri R S Dm an Latur 
Sri Krishnacharya Joshi 

Sri A Vaidy ana than Bombay 
SriJ B Upadhyaya Hyderabad 
Sri V H Desai Editor, the Hyderabad 
Cooperative Journal of the Hydera- 
bad Cooperative Central Unton Lid 
Sri R M Joshi Hyderabad 

Sri Vasudeo bQik, Dy Speaker , 
Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly 
Sr i V H Desai Secretary , Hydera 
bad Cooperative Central Union Lid 



Messages 



messages 


1 Poojya Acharya Vinoba Bhavc 

2 Dr S Radhaknshna, President of Indian Republic 

3 Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru, Prime Minister, Government of India 

4 Sardar Hokum Singh, Speaker, Lok Sabha 

5 Dr Sampumanand, Governor of Rajasthan 

6 Sri V V Gin, Governor of Kerala 

7 Sri H V Patasker, Governor of Madhya Pradesh 

8 Sri Sri Prakasa, Ex-Governor of Maharastra 

9 Sri Y B Chavan, Minister of Defence, Government of India 

10 Sn M S Kannamwar, Chief Minister, Maharastra 

11 Sn K Kamaraj Chief Minister, Madras 

12 Sn N Saqjecva Reddy, Chief Minister, Andhra Pradeh 

13 Sn S Nijalingappa, Chief Minister, Mysore State 

14 Sri D Sanjiviah, President, Indian National Congress 

15 Sn Mohanlal Sukhadia Chief Minister, Rajasthan 

16 Sn R R Diwakar, Chairman, Gandhi Smarak Nldhl, Delhi 

17 Sri U N Dhebar, Chairman, hhadi A Village Industries Commission 

18 SnV L Mehta, Member. Khadi AVI Board 

19 Sn Ram Subhag Singh Minister for Agriculture, Govt of India 

20 Sn G Brahmayyfl. President, Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee 

21 Dr W S Dirhogay 

22 Sri Hartbhaa Upsdfiyaya, finance Minister, Rajasthan 

23 Sn Sant Tukadoji Maharaj 

24 Swaraljil menage to the Detcnoea In Gnlbofja Jail la I94S 



tjo mH re fWUT 


PflcHil: - <£'hl*Ttf ( 3?tfstll JTvJT ) 


^ufl (ffeft sft aw^S-ipf % 3nraw «t (?s 3?fiw=t n>r ™%a fen 
afeistti enftift ^ SKW n=mft-=ffe&FTft ^ ^ W(|i 
"5*TO(5t^K(7K : "^nwwlt- ^ it 5ferai*& =t fen 1 1 <MK 

nranfK iisiiife;, W i nre sftc ira* W *t wM ^ q«n - 5tft> fNntt I, skwit^ 

i sir 

SI>t ar^n: ”(i: SrC a>£ 9 nfen t ( 


fertm 3F7T 3nr _ 3m^ 



SPEAKER, LOK SABHA 
20, AKBAR ROAD, 
NEW DELHI 
2 - 9-1965 


Dear Shri Raraakrishna Rao, 

I have received your letter of the 26th August, 1963, intimating 
to me your decision to celebrate Shashtyabdipoorti of Swami 
Ramananda Tirtha. It is a commendable effort and I hope the 
commemoration volume will be a source of inspiration for others to 
follow in patriotism and service to the country. I wish you all 
success in that. 


Hukam Singh 
Speaker, Lok Sabha 




Swamiji and the working committee members of the Hyderabad State Congress with 
Panditji on his first visit after police action, to Hyderabad 




Baibtsapati Bjiavak, 
N*w D*lhM. 


August 29, 1963 


I have much pleasure In sending my 
congratulations and best wishes to SWAM I RAMANANDA 
TIR1HA on his sixtieth birthday. 3he country 
remembers with gratitude his struggle for the 
rights of the poor and the down-trodden, and 1 
wish him many more years of useful life* 



fS; RAD3 



No. 3031 -PMH/63 


PRIME MINISTERS HOuSE 
NEW DELHI 

August 37, 1963 


My dear Ramakrishna Rao, 


Your letter of the 36th August about 
>the commemoration volume being issued on Swami 
Ramananda Tirtha completing sixty years of age. 
I am afraid it is quite beyond my capacity to 
find time to write anything worthwhile. All 
I can do is to send ray good wishes, which I do% 


Yours sincerely, 




AA(vs» 


Shri B. Ramakrishna Rao, 

Chairman, Swami Ramananda Tirtha 
Shashtyabdipoorti Celebrations Committee, 
Hyderabad 1 . 




RAJ BHAVAN 
JAIPUR 
August 30, 1963 


Although I can not claim to have more than a slight acquaintance 
•with Swami Ramanand Tirtha, I have been following his activities for 
the last several years. He is one of the important followers of Swami 
Rama Tirtha. He is more known, however, for his political work in 
the old State of Hyderabad. The greater part of his life has been 
devoted to a struggle for the attainment of political rights for the 
people of the State and there can be no doubt that considerable successes 
crowned his efforts. His example of selfless sacrifice attracted towards 
him a band of devoted colleagues whose work is well known to all 
interested in the recent political history of the country. Quite obviously, 
the objectives for whose attainment Swamiji has been working all 
these years have now been more or less achieved since the country 
gained its Independence in 1947. Naturally the energies of these 
friends will now be turned into a constructive channel. 

It should now be possible for Swamiji to pay a little more attention 
to the affairs of the Rama Tirtha Pratishtan with its head quarters in 
Varanasi. So far his important political work has not given him as 
much time as he would no doubt like to devote to the religious and 
spiritual mission of which Swami Rama Tirtha’s name is a symbol. 
A man of dynamic personality, Swami Ramanand can certainly make 
the Ram Tirtha Pratishthan a powerful agency for the moral and 
spiritual uplift of the country. India stands very much in need of 
such work today. 


(SAMPURNANAND) 
Governor, Rajasthan 



KERALA GOVERNOR’S CAMP 
ERNAKULAM 
14 th September , 1963 


My dear Ramakrishna Rao, 

I have received your kind communication dated 26th August. 
I have known Swami Ramananda Thirta in his previous ashram also. 
He had great belief in the necessity of having a well organised Trade 
Union movement and he took part in it with great success. I have 
known him for almost three decades and his great sacrifices and 
sufferings in the cause of the people of Hyderabad and Telengana are 
well known and needs no repetition. He is one of those responsible, 
along with other friends like you, in securing political independence 
for the people of Hyderabad and later its integration as part of the 
Andhra State. His services will continue to be a source of inspiration 
to everyone not only in Andhra Pradesh but throughout India. I want 
him to finish his century so that the country may have the benefit of 
his inspiration and guidance. 

With kindest regards, 


(V. V. GIRI) 



RAJ BHAVAN 
BHOPAL 

27th September , 1963 


I am glad to know that the Shashtyabdipoorti celebrations of 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha are to be held on the 3rd October 1963. It 
was my good fortune to be connected at times with Swamiji’s activities. 
They extended over a long period, both in the pre-Independence days 
and after India attained freedom. 

Swamiji has been all along a saintly person devoted to the service 
of the people. In pre-Independence days, Swamiji carried on and led 
the movement for freedom in the Princely State of Hyderabad under 
conditions far more trying and difficult than in any other part of the 
country. After Independence, he played an equally prominent role 
in the task of consolidating the Nation. He is a devoted Congress 
worker. He was a Member of the Indian Parliament after attainment 
of freedom and as a Parliamentarian his views commanded respect 
from all sections. He was a fearless worker in the cause of the 
establishment of the States of Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra. 
He is now devoting himself to the cause of education and rural uplift 
in Marathwada. 

I heartily join in honouring Swamiji on the occasion of his 
completing 60 years and wish him long life and good health to continue 
his sacred mission of selfless service to the people. 

(H. V. PATASKAR) 

Governor, Madhya Pradesh , 
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MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
NEW DELHI 
September 25, 1963 


Dear Dr. Rao, 

I am very happy to know that a Committee has been 
formed under your Chairmanship to celebrate Shashtyabdi- 
poorti of Swami Ramananda Tirtha. It would be presump- 
tuous on my part to praise the role which Svvamiji played in 
the political awakening of the Ex-Hyderabad State. He 
dedicated his life for struggle for freedom and political 
resurgence of the people of Hyderabad. 

On this happy occasion I send my sincerest greetings 
and good wishes and wish Swamiji long and useful life ahead. 

(Y. B. CHAV AN) 
Minister of Defence. 


SACHIVALAYA, BOMBAY 32 
September 30, 1963 


I am happy to know that Swami Ramananda Tirtha a 
veteran Congressman who guided the organisation in 
Hyderabad for a long period is completing 60 years on 
October 3, this year. It is in the fitness of things that a 
Committee with Dr. B Ramakrishna Rao, former Chief 
Minister of Hyderabad, as its Chairman has been formed to 
celebrate the 60th birthday of Swamiji and that a commemo- 
rative volume containing articles on various aspects of 
Swamiji’s services to the organisation and the country is being 
brought out. I send my good wishes for the success of the 
commemorative volume and wish Swamiji many happy 
returns of the day. 


( M. S. KANNAMWAR ) 

Chief Minister of Maharashtra . 



FORT ST. GEORGE 
MADRAS 
September 8, 1963 


Swami Ramananda Tirtha has played a notable part in 
the political life of Hyderabad. He is a man of great 
dynamism and the part he played in the crucial period of the 
history of the then Hyderabad will not be forgotten by the 
people. May he be spared for long so that his services may 
be available to the Andhra Pradesh in particular, and the 
country in general. 

(K. KAMARAJ) 

Chief Minister of Madras. 


HYDERABAD 

17 - 8-1963 


Swami Ramananda Tirtha is a veteran leader of Telangana 
who fought many a freedom struggle. Sri Prakasam is Andhra 
Kesari. Swamiji can be compared very well with Sri Prakasam 
in his courage in facing the troubles. He has rendered yeomen 
service to the country. Friends who are celebrating Shastipurti 
of Swamiji must be congratulated. I wish the celebrations success. 

(N. SANJIVA REDDY) 

Cheif Minister. (A.P.) 


VIDHANA SOUDHA 
BANGALORE-1, 
11th Sept 1963 


I am delighted to know that Swami Ramananda Tirtha's Shashtyabdipoorti 
will be celebrated shortly and that a Commemoration Volume would be brought 
out at the time of the celebrations 

Swami Ramananda Tirtba dominated the political scene of the former 
Hjderabad State, both before and after Independence He played a notable 
part in the country s freedom struggle and as President of the Hyderabad Provincial 
Congress Committee, he raised the prestige of the organisation m that State to 
heights that it had never attained before Though politics and saffron robes may 
not always go together, Swami Ramananda Tirtha has proved as have one or 
two illustrious sons of India before him that the two are not necessarily 
incompatible He is now a days playing a less active role in politics than before 
and has devoted himself to constructive work But his prestige and influence 
remain undimimshcd I deem it a privilege to join the countless throngs of his 
friends and admirers to wish Swami Ramananda Tirtha on his Shashtyabdipoorti 
Day many many more years of dedicated service to the country 

(S NIJALINGAPPA) 

Chief Minister, Mysore 



INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
7, Jantar Mar tar Road, 
NEW DELHI-I. 
September 17, 1963 


I am happy to learn that Swami Ramananda Tirtha has 
completed his sixtieth year and that friends and admirers are 
celebrating his Shashtyabdipooni. I have great pleasure in 
associating myself with the celebrations. Swamiji has not 
only been a religious but a political force and has striven 
for the freedom of the country and has been responsible for 
pilitical awakening to that part of the country. Swamiji’s 
services have been varied. It would be fitting that his 
services should be recognised in a proper manner. I wish 
the celebration committee all success- 

(D. SANJIVAYYA) 
President. 


JAIPUR 
RAJASTHAN 
2nd September, 796 3 


It has given me great pleasure to know that you are 
arranging for Shashtabdipoorti celebrations. I pay my 
homage to Swami Ramananda Tirtha and send my good 
wishes for the success of the celebrations. 

(MOHANLAL, SUKHADIA) 
Chief Minister of Rajasthan. 




Swimiji with Shn Y B Chowhan Defence Minister N Sanjna Reddy 
Chief Minister of A P and Shn P V Narasimha Rao and 
others at Maharashtra Mandal H>dcrabad 



Swamiji with Jagannath Rao Chandnki general secretary A I C C and 
others address ng the constructive worker s as Hyderabad 


Swamiji with Sardar Jamalapuram 
Kcshav Rao 




GANDHI NATIONAL MEMORIAL FUND 
RAJGHAT 
NEW DELHI- 1 
August 17, 1963 


Shri Ramanand Tirth is a rare personality in that he renounced the world 
like a good Sanyasi of the traditional type and yet could devote himself to very 
hazardous and patriotic work of seeing that the then Hyderabad State was 
liberated from the clutches not merely of political bondage but also of feudalism 
of the worst type. 

It is a matter not so much of congratulation for him for attaining his 60th 
year but it is a great honour for those who have undertaken these celebrations 
He has given all of us an opportunity to pay our tribute to his varied achievements 
on this occasion 

I have known him at close quarters and in very difficult situations and trying 
circumstances I have always found him bent on the success of the cause more 
than at anything else and free from the usual ambitions which are a weakness in 
ordinary men 

I leam that he has written out his reminiscences which few of us do but 
which are necessary for the education of the younger generation which has to be 
acuqalntcd with the experiences of the older generation 

Let me hope that he lives long and what he writes is useful to those coming 
after him and that he has both leisure, energy and a sense of mission to give more 
of his time to thought as well as action for the good of the country 


(R R DJWAKAR) 



NEW DELHI 
4th September, 1963 


Swami Ramananda Tirtha is completing his 60 years A generation of men, 
youthful in the days of independence struggle, is aging Most of us will in a few 
years have passed the barrier of 60 years - the age of pension by the civil service 
standards and the age of Sanyas’ by the Indian standards Swami Ramananda 
Tirtha is a 'Sanjasi devoted to constructive politics 'Sanyas’ as defined by Git3 
in the case of a person who has still not reached the stage of self realisation is 
Sanvas’ not of Karma , but the attachment to ‘Karma’ 

India is a laboratory of experiment on life ba>ed upon individuals desirous 
of achieving their ultimate goal The ultimate goal may be limited or absolute or 
the ultimate goal may be confined to happiness for the family or the society 
Gandhian era was the high water mark of such experiments in this Century 
People in all walks of life dominated of course by best of motives, tried to assist 
in changing the nation’s life as the/lried to change their own lives 

Swannji is one such specimen His object was not merely confined to 'secure 
such external changes in the life of society, but the object was to change onese If 
and through such changes, change the society This was the condition of Gandhian 
resolution A person was called upon to undertake changes in his personal life 
before he was considered to be eligible for suggesting changes m the life of 
others No change outside is possible through non violence except on the basis 
of personal example Thousands and thousands of young men poured themselves 
into that struggle - the struggle to change their ow-n lives and to affect the changes 
in the life around 

India’s freedom is based upon that spiritual philosophy If India wants to 
secure changes :n her social conditions particularly on the basis of peace and 
non violence, India will have once again to go to the basis of all changes through 
personal example 

Kam raj has shown the way, but that way will have to be supplemented by 
personal efforts on the parts of elderly people who have lived through Gandhian 
revolution They w ill have to undertake changes in their personal Jives if they 
want to affect the changes outside Swamiji s life is one such example But there 
should be countless and there will have to be countless such examples 

Swamiji on the completion of 60 years has this task awaiting him Let him 
be spared for long time so that he can contribute in that task also. 

(U N DHEBAR) 


KHADI 8. VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION 
BOMBAY-56 
30-8-1963 


The public observation of the 60th birthday of Swami Ramananda 
Thirtha has a peculiar significance in the history of public life in 
Hyderabad. Hyderabad today is not what it was when Swami Rama- 
nandji entered public life there As a leader he moulded that public life 
If the people of Hyderabad have now come into their own, credit for 
this goes to the people's movement led for years by Swamyi 

It is for those who worked shoulder to shoulder with Swamyi to 
recount his manifold services to the cause Although I had heard of 
Swamyi and his place m the public life of Hyderabad before the 
Police Action in Hyderabad, it is only thereafter that I had the privilege 
of coming in contact with him This contact has again been in one 
particular sphere In that field, however, namely, the development of 
Khadi and village industries, Swamyi’s contribution has been unique 

A Sanyasi to his finger tips, Swamyi has not allowed his spiritual 
strength to be u$ed only for his own personal growth He has placed 
his powers at the disposal of the community Whether it is politics, 
social reform, economic development, Swamyi applies his mind to 
helping the people m all fields That a person of his spiritual eminence 
is at the helm of affairs is a source of great strength to those who have 
the privilege of working under his guidance Despite this position of 
eminence, Swamyi is a democrat who treats co-workers on terms of 
equality. 


(VAJKUNTH L. MEHTA) 



MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NEW DELHI 
October 17, 1963 


I feel happy to have got this opportunity of paying my tribute 
to the services rendered by Swami Ramanand Tirtha to the masses 
of the former Hyderabad State in particular and to the people of 
India in general. Any one who has ever come in contact with 
him will be impressed by his Ieaderhhe qualities of moral courage, 
deep human sympathy and sincerity of purpose 

In whatever conditions and for whatever ends he engaged 
himself in public work during the last quarter of a century or so, 
Swamiji has always been guided by certain ideals Even when 
things pushed him into the limelight, he always managed to keep 
himself into the background, giving the pride of place to principles 
and the ideal to which he owed allegiance 

I welcome the idea of Swamiji's admirers and friends bringing 
out a commemoration volume on the occasion of his completing 
sixty years His life has certainly a message which will interest 
all and inspire many On this occasion, I offer my humble 
tribute to Swami Ramanand Tirtha and his work and wish him 
many more years of public sen ice 


(RAM SUBHAG SINGH) 



HYDERABAD 


When freedom of expression's a taboo and when the political consciousness 
in the former Hyderabad State was at its lowest ebb, there came in the polihcal 
firmament a shining star — Swami Ramananda Tirtha. 

Under his leadership, the political struggle gained momentum and the people 
looked towards him as a sheet anchor for their emancipation from the feudal rule 
of the Nizam. 

It was his sheer stature and personality that fused the three distinct linguistic 
units of Hyderabad into one solid base for the struggle against the despotic 
government. 

His powerful eloquence, his abiding faith in democracy and above all his 
innate passion for the underdog won the hearts of millions of his countrymen. 

' His leadership was inspiring. The State Congress owed not a little to his 
magnificent lead. His contribution to fight the Razakar menace and the Com- 
munists' depredations is a shining chapter. 

At a time when the Congress never enunciated its socialistic orientation or 
policy, it was left to Swamiji who gave a distinct left bias to the mass movement. 

In the constructive field he was as keen its he was in the political arena. 
The number of Khadi Bhandars opened throughout the State and the Village 
Industries that came up, were the elcquent example of his dyDamtsm. 

His dedication and absolute sincerity won him many adherants particularly, 
the younger elements of the political life. 

Truly he belonged to all the three regions-Kamatak, Marathwada and 
Tclcngana. 

The celebration is not only an event or great importance but also a reminder 
or his fine contribution to the political awakening in the feudal state. 

I join the thousands of Congressmen all over the country in wishing him many 
many happy returns of the day. 


(G. BRAHMAYYA) 

President, Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee 
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FRIDAY, 16th July, 1948 
V. H. DESAI 


THE DEMOCRAT 

A FORTNIGHTLY MAGAZINE 

SWAMIJPS MESSAGE TO DETENUS 

(From our Correspondent at Bandinagar Hyderabad) 


Friends, 

Hearty greetings to you all f Though forcibly shifted from C ulbarga Jail, my mind is alwcys 
absorbed in the various joys and sorrows I experienced there 

We are passing through very critical, at the same time fast changing situation We are to hold on 
and be firm until final victory is achieved People outside are fighting the battle with stout hearts These of 
us inside who have started the Movement have to suffer all hardships in a serene mood My be ue may have 

to die inside the Jail, but we shall certainly be bringing nearer the dawn of freedom for the 

people of Hyderabad 

1 am not going to give in unless fundamentals are agreed to \o sacrifice is too great now 1 am 
confident that none of you will shirk death if it comes to that Let us face it with a joyous heart 

This is no ordinary struggle The last battle of India s freedom and nationhood is being fought 

on the soil of Hyderabad Let us not by our small weakness jeopardise the interests of India j\cru should 
expect any weakness on my part I will hold on the bannr aloft even at the mk of being shot 

Do not get excited at i neon eni ences inside the Jails ,\i* represeiJattons are going to be of cry 
crail The Instigators amongst Jail officials will be there They will instigate and thus create some 
situation to use Jorce and justify it Particularly there you should lake utmost care to see that no further 
troubles are created If you ha”e grasped the correct situation of the stage to which the struggle has developed 
you wtU realise the correctness of my suggestion 

The clouds of darkness will soon vanish and the sunshine* of r.eu'-bom freedom will soon emerge 
i« all itt tffulgtrct 

/ greet you all once egam 

— Swamijt 

(See next Pag*) 


« • I WILL HOLD ON THE BANNER ALOFT EVEN 
AT THE RISK OF BEING SHOT'* 

SWAMI RAMANAND TIRTH 

Editor V. H Detal Front Pate M P. V. Swamjr. 





NEW DELHI 


I had the pleasure to have known Swamiji since 1947 or 
there about as a great freedom fighter and a leader of the National 
movement in Hyberabad. I was then a member of the old 
Shukla Cabinet in the Madhya Pradesh and I personally knew, 
against what terrific odds, he had to lead the movement. 

Later both he and I were elected to the Parliament and I was 
associated with him in several spheres of political work especially 
in respect of the reorganisation of States and formation of 
Maharashtra. I know that but for his prestige and strength the 
Hyderabad State would not have been disintegrated and Maha- 
rastra formed. People of Maharashtra have got to be grateful to 
him for this. In fact he may be regarded as one of the makers 
of modern Maharashtra. 

It was he who realised that Maharashtra was educationally 
backward in those days and that was the principal cause for all 
its ills. 1 believe that most of the Educational institutions in 
Marathwada can trace their beginnings to his efforts My brother 
Dr. Surendra Barlingay was associated with him in one such 
attempt viz. People’s College at Nanded. 

.May J .take Abb A r .him on the 

occasion of his 61st birthday and wishing him many happy 
returns of the day for the service of the Motherland ? 


(DR. W. S. BARLINGAY) 
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A SANYASIN WITH 
A DIFFERENCE 


BALWANTRAI MEHTA 

SwAMI Ramattand Tirth is a Sanyasi, who 
has adopted Karmayoga as defined by 
Bhagwad Gita He has renounced the worldly 
possessions and attractions for a good life He 
came out to champion the cause of the people 
of Hyderabad, at a time when they were under 
the autocratic yoke of the Nizam All freedoms 
were denied to the people No instruction of 
self expression was available Even the right 
to organise for the purpose of self protection 
and self preservation was denied Autocracy 
was supreme and it was ruling with the aid of 
a handful of communahsts in the largest state 
of India At that time the people were dispiri- 
ted and down hearted because of the tyranny 
of one man's rule, for a long period of time 
While people in British India and m many 
other Indian States were raising their heads to 
assert their right for freedom, the people in 
Hyderabad were cowed down and were unable 
to raise their voice against autocracy and want 
of freedom It was this juncture that Swami 
Ramananda Tirth threw his weight on the side 
of the people, came out as the champion of 
millions of the oppressed people of Hyderabad 
and challenged the might of the autocracy 
Swamiji had to suffer for a noble cause He 
had to face the wrath of the mighty ruler He 
had to carry on unaided, without manpower 
and resources but he remained undaunted. 


sometimes all alone, some times with a group 
of intimate souls as a beacon light Millions 
of people respected him, loved him and looked 
upon him as their Defender 
Swamiji stood for a cause which was noble. 
No suffering was too great for him He was 
always ready to suffer the consequences of his 
conviction He worked with a missionary zeal 
in his march towards freedom He had to pass 
through many vicissitudes, had to undergo 
many tremor and turmoils but he carried about 
the Torch light of Freedom, without faltering 
and fear It was his good fortune to see the 
dawn of freedom not only in the destiny of 
country but he became the herald of Freedom 
in his own state of Hyderabad The autocratic 
rule of Nizam fell down like a house of cards 
and the people were freed from the nightmare 
of tyranny, persecution, and autocracy But for 
him and his band of brave colleagues, the pro- 
blem of Hyderabad could not have been soon 
solved mspite of Statesmanship and brave 
leadership of Sardar Patel 
Swamiji is votary of Ahinsa and Satya He 
stands for the constructive regeneration of this 
ancient nation He has devoted himself to 
manifold constructive activities, which go to 
strengthen the roots of democracy m this 
country He has resisted the temptations of 
power and pelf and has rejected all allurements 
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which would tie him down to common earth 
He has been devoting himself now to the 
propagation of Sarvodaya ideals and to the 
spread of constructive activities He has 
renounced even the parliamentary life and has 
been dedicating himself to the cause of those 
who are the lowest of the low Daridranarayan 
of the country 

Swamiji completes his 60 years of useful life 
on 3 10 1963 His has been a dedicated life 
He can look back upon years of useful activi 


ties He can look back with pride on the past 
m which he has the satisfaction of reaching his 
cherished goals This country will wish him a 
long and useful life and will look upon him 
as a selfless guide m our march for progress 
and fulfilment of his p henshed ideals Not only 
his colleagues but all those who do not know 
him intimately, pay their tributes to him for 
his work in the service of the country May he 
live long and continue to render useful service 
to his countrymen m all works of life 




S NIJALINGAPPA 


A SELFLESS SOUL 


I know Swami Ramananda Tirtha for nearly 
two decades Physically he is a frail man. He 
does not impress one at first sight. But when 
one's association with him increases, respect, 
regard and affection for him increase That 
has also been the case with me. 

After a very successful educational career 
he plunged whole-heartedly and unreservedly 
into the struggle for Freedom in Hyderabad, 
a State with a most reactionary and undemo- 
cratic Government, he led a struggle against 
great odds. The time was when quite a few 
leaders of the Movement in Hyderabad 
wavered. But Swami Ramananda Tilth stood 
firm as a rock and earned out the struggle 
His life was in danger many a time and he 
knew it but he never looked back Undauntedly 
he led the struggle for Freedom and won He 
is a man of few needs It is a pleasure to be 
with him I had occasion to be bis host in 
Delhi quite a few times and I always found it 
a delightful experience to have him as a 
guest 

Shn Ratnanand Tirth is misunderstood quite 
often and even great leaders have made mis- 


takes about him and possibly later repented for 
their mistakes A man essentially of the 
masses, he has keen delight in working for 
them and he firmly believes in the socialistic 
pattern of society which is the ideal we stand 
for His firm stand was responsible for the 
land reforms being passed in Hyderabad He 
has no political ambition and it was with great 
difficulty that I made him agree to be a 
Member of Parliament last time This time 
he refused flatly to stand as a candidate 

Quite a few educational institutions m 
ex-Hyderabad State some of them now in 
Maharashtra, owe their existence and conti- 
nuance to him 

Swami Ramanad Tirth is a firm believer m 
constructive work He is devoting himself 
now solely towards building up of educational 
institutions and allied work 

The commemoration Committee have hono- 
ured themselves by deciding to celebrating 
Swami Ramananda Tirth’s Sha^tyabdipurthi 
I wish him many more years of useful service 
to the county. 



A REPOSITORY 


1 AM happy that on the occasion of Swami 

Ramanand Tirtha's 61st birthday a com- 
memoration volume is being prepared to pay a 
tribute to his services to the country 

I came m contact with Swamiji at first during 
the course of the States People s movement 
He was then a very devoted leader of the 
agitation m Hyderabad for responsible govern 
meat Swamiji belonged then, if I remember 
aright, to the more radical wing of the agita 
tion and in consequence he had to bea^r the 
brunt of the wrath of the State Government 
He carried on the work with inflinching courage 
and he soon became the symbol of the people s 
urge for freedom and responsible government 
He gathered round himself a band of enthusi- 
astic workers 

As General Secretary of the A I C C my 
contact with Swamiji increased and I came to 
admire his qualities of selflessness, simplicity 
energy and drive His dynamism gave new life 
to the movement in Hyderabad 

Work in Hyderabad was probably more 
difficult than m any other State The Nizam s 
Government was as anachronistic a tyranny as 
ever existed It had the support of the bulk of 
the Muslims in India and the British Govern- 
ment also dealt with it cautiously It required 


OF DYNAMISM 

Dr, B V. KESKAR 

courage of the highest order to carry on an 
agitation in such an atmosphere Swamiji 
never flinched and it is due to his leadership 
that in Hyderabad public opinion was slowly 
built up for democratic government 

The circumstances that led to Police Action 
are too well known to need recapitulation here 
Swamiji and his band of workers did yoemen 
service in those days m keeping up public 
morale and seeing that the Government of 
India did not capitulate to the terras of the 
Nizam and Razakars 

It is regrettable that after the liberation of 
Hyderabad and more especially after the break 
up of the State a leader of Swamiji s stature 
and service should have been allowed to recede 
into background His services would have 
been tnrsi&ablcm mskisg the Adjustment of 
the people to the new States smooth and help 
ful It is not a compliment to the leadership 
of the States concerned The loss is of the 
States and not Swamiji s 
He has a keen political judgement His 
energy and drive are remarkable My contacts 
with him have made me respect his personal 
qualities all the more 1 hope be will Jive Jong 
and do good work for the country 
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INTEGRATION OF 
WITH 

ROLE PLAYED 

Dr. B. RAMAKRISHNA RAO 

The integration of Hyderabad State with the 
Indian Union was one of the greatest achieve- 
ments of contemporary history, and the role 
played by Swann Ramananda Tirth in 
Hyderabad's accession to the Indian Union 
was magnificent. Hyderabad was a centre of 
feudalism in India and a stronghold of British 
imperialism. In order to serve their interests 
the British protected the rulers of the States 
but curbed them when they found that they 
were raising their heads. Hyderabad was no 
exception to this rule, though the Nizams 
enjoyed a certain amount of distinction among 
the ruling Princes. On the eve of Indian 
Independence the native states began to 
disappear from the map of India by merging 
with the Indian Union, but Hyderabad wanted 
to remain Independent At this critical 
moment in the history of the State, Swami 
Ramananda Tirth took up the leadership of 
freedom struggle m the State. 

The Hyderabad State Congress which 
replaced the three regional organisations of 
Andhra, Maharashtra and Karnatah confer- 
ences, came into existence in 1937. As the name 
Congress” was an anathema to the then 
Government of the State, the organisation was 
banned immediately after its inception, and 
had to carry on an illegal existence for a period 
of more than 8 years. The ban was defied by 


HYDERABAD STATE 
THE INDIAN UNION 

BY SWAMI RAMANANDA TIRTH 


a batch of five Congressmen led by the late 
Sri Govindrao Nanai of Parbhani, the other 
members being Sri Janardhanrao Desai, 
Sri Ravi Narayan Reddy, Sri Ramkrishan 
Dhoot, and Sri Srinivasrao Bonkar. Satyagraha 
continued for sometime but on account of a 
parallel movement of defiance of law started 
by Arya Samaj and Hindu Civil Liberties 
Union and other bodies, it had to be given up 
under the guidance of Gandhiji. The State 
Congress had to keep on flying its banner and 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha became its first 
dictator. He defied the ban and was arrested. 
After his release he became the acknowledged 
leader of Hyderabad State Congress. 

The period between 1947 to 1948 was an 
epoch-making period for the whole of India. 
But for Hyderabad State it was more so than 
to the rest of India. While British India was 
to become independent, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad was claiming that he would form 
an independent State in the heart of India. 
Except the Muslim communal elements, none 
supported him. The Ittebadul Musalmecn 
organisation became the pivot of this separatist 
movement and succeeded for sometime in 
preventing the Nizam from listening to all 
friendly counsel. On July 26, 1947, the 
Viceroy’, Lord Moun {batten, once again urged 
the few Princely Rulers who had not made up 
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their mind to join Indian Union in the follow- 
ing words 

"Yon cannot run away from the Domi- 
nion Government which Is your neighbour 
any more than yon can run away from the 
subject! for whose welfare you are respon- 
sible/’ 

Lord Mountbatten was addressing the 
Conference of Rulers & Ministers of Indian 
States Declaring that it was the last occasion 
on which he was having the privilege of 
addressing them as Crown Representative, 
Lord Mountbatten stressed on the need for 
economic and political unity of the sub-contin 
gent of India Swamiji as well as other repres 
entatives of the people of all pursuations 
insisted that Hyderabad should join Indian 
Unton and that Nizam should grant Responsible 
Government to the people under his aegis 
After the ban on the Hyderabad State 
Congress was lifted as a result of personal 
appeals made by Mahatma Gandhi and Pmdit 
Jawaharlal Nehru the first session of 
Hyderabad State Congress was held in 
Hyderabad Swarm Ramananda Tirth who 
presUedoscr tlr session categorically stressed 
these points and offered a challenge (o (he 
autocratic government of Nizam in strident 
tones The following extractor his Presidential 
address will speak for itself - 

In the past the Prince* base pooled their 
manpower and resource* a! the behesl of 
their foreign masters to keep India in bondage 
The Ind an people Including those of the 
Indun States through suffering and sacrif et 
Ks*e treated 11 Latiort whub fuse f reed 
lltriln to 1 ^uldaic her empire in India Tl e 
I'l-cti a*30t claim freedom to keep their 
pevp'e in The 5tates peop’e wdl 

b* fre It (s who 1 be sovereign. The 
f” ap K /»».a! t v fwry o f t**e Purr ItigM of 


King is nothing more than myth The Princes 
have to assume the role of constitutional 
monarchs and recognise the sovereignty of the 
people if they have to survive Otherwise 
they will be swept away by the mighty svave 
of democratic urge and that is fast coming 
over the minds of the people or the States * 

Again Swamiji said during the course of hi* 
speech as follows - 

' The Princes must realise that their hostility 
towards Indian freedom means hostility 
towards their own people The people will 
resist this, tooth and nail, no matter what it 
costs The States people cannot be isolated 
from the main stock Race, language, tradi- 
tion, history, culture and aspiration have been 
one and the same, and no historical accidents 
can dcstory this unity The people of those 
states who arc forced to keep out of the Indian 
Union have no other alternative but to come 
into conflict with their Governments and force 
them to faff in line with the rest of India That 
State which tries to keep out of the Indian 
Union will have to run ihe risk of forfeiting 
the allegiance of its own people Such on 
isolationist move will recoil upon the State 
itself*' 

He summed up the demands of Hyderabad 
State Congress m the following words - 

1 llydcrabid Government should immedia 
tcly announce that Hyderabad will join free 
Indian Union 

2 It s! ould decide to participate in the 
p event Convtitu nt AsiemWy and lend elected 
representatives of tb- people io as to cnab*e 
their criry in the rest sevdm of the Assembly 

3 It »! oud convene a Conn tuert AstemMy 
cle-ted on aJj t franchnc n frame democrat*, 
ce-vugiioi based on KciponiV*GoKfn"nt 
tmd r » v e * eg i or t K - Ruler fir HydemK* 1 as 
an iurg. al part if free l“d an teen 






4 It should instal an interim government in 
the meanwhile. 

5 It should confer full civil liberties *’ 

ri*. . pnealed to the people in the following 
inspiring words - 

‘ On behalf of you all, I take the liberty of 
making an appeal to His Exalted Highness 
himself I wish to convey to him the depth 
of the feelings of the dumb millions of the 
State Hyderabad is fast heading towards a 
crisis Suppession should not be the way of 
dealing with the basic demand of the people 
I would entreat the powers that be to concede 
the demands forthwith This way alone lies 
the real solution of the Hyderabad issue. 

But all such appeals, all that we say may 
prove to be a cry in the wilderness That has 
been our experience m the past I know that 
a hue and cry will be raised by those who 
stand to support autocracy There are already 
ample signs of it, but we have to be firm and 
steadfast Storm unprecedented m its magni- 
tude may overtake us But we shall hold on 
the banner of freedom and democracy m 
Hyderabad Truth and non-violence shall be 
our sheet-anchor Knowing fully well that 
justice is on our side, undauntedly we march 
on till freedom for the people of Hyderabad is 
achieved and an entirely new chapter is opened 
in the constitutional history of Hyderabad If 
our demands are not met forthwith, I shall 
have no hesitation m commending to you total 
resistance ’ 

This advice which he gave to the people of 
Hyderabad State was accepted and embodied 
in the following resolution of Hyderabad 
State Congress - 

1 The State Congre«s has noted with regret 
the Firman issued by His Exalted Highness the 
Nizam declaring that the Hjderabad State will 
not join any Constituent Assembly, and shall 


become entitled to resume the status of an 
independent sovereign after the lapse of the 
paramountcy This vital declaration has been 
made without any reference to the people of 
the State and does not represent their will 
expressed by the State Congress on behalf of 
the people of the State No decision can be 
accepted unless it is endorsed by the people 
Almost the entire people of Hjderabad 
comprising of the Andhra, the Maharashtra 
and the Kannadigas whether Hindus or 
Muslims, come from the same stock as their 
brethren m the contiguous provinces, and 
only historical accidents have created artificial 
political barriers The place of Hyderabad, 
therefore, naturally lies in the Indian Union 
only The Government by their declaration 
have, however, sought to align themselves with 
the disruption^ forces of the vested interests 
and feudal hierarchy, which can only mean 
perpetuation of autocratic rule 
The Indian Princely Order uptil recently 
considered its very existence dependent on 
British Imperialism Hyderabad cut off from 
the Indian Union with which it is organically 
one when divested of the support of the masses 
cannot stand by itself and will be rendered 
weak and incapable of serving its people, and 
such a week state will necessarily seek the 
support and become dependent upon some 
external power that would endanger the free- 
dom and prosperity of the people Freedom 
of India has been won by the sacrifices, efforts 
and sufferings of the people oflndia and as a 
consequence British paramountcy is liquidated 
The people of Hyderabad can, therefore, under 
no circumstances countenance any effort to 
isolate them from the people of India 
In view of the grave situation that has arisen 
by the precipitate act of the State authorities 
which is bound to have disastrous consequences 
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both for the people of the State and for India 
as a whole, the State Congress calls upon the 
people to become the architects of their objec- 
ttve of Responsible Government integrated to 
the structure of the Indian Union, and to 
resist any attempt at the imposition of an 
autocratic regime isolated from the rest of 
India It, therefore, vests in the Working 
Committee the plenary powers to take all 
necessary steps for the achievement of this 
objective and call for necessary action in any 
emergency that would arise 

2 Whereas Government responsible to the 
people is bound to be a living reality in free 
India, and whereas in the turmoil and frenzy 
of present day political situation it is necessary 
for every man to clearly assess his future and 
seriously weigh the issues at stake, the First 
Session of the Hyderabad State Congress feels 
it necessary to broadly outline its vision about 
Responsible Government 

Responsible Government is the demand for 
a democratic government and not for a domi 
nation of majority The decision by majority 

is merely a technique for the functioning of 
the democratic government Democracy shall 
cater to the needs of every individual as to his- 
intellectual progress and material prosperity 
whether the individual belongs to the majority 
or minority of religious or political character 
It proposes to break the strangle-hold of the 
feudal and other vested interests on the 
economy of the country, so that the country s 
wealth be stepoed up ten fold and equitably 
distributed In the opinion of this session that 
alone would put an end to the present com 
munal and economic high tensio a» and the 
large scale economic exploitation and create 
necessary conditions in which the prosperity of 
the millions can be secured 


3. Certain fundamental rights which govern 
this progress and prosperity are basic matters 
which must be incorporated in the constitution 
as the essence of democratic life, and therefore, 
above the place of controversy . These funda 
mental rights in the opinion of the Hyderabad 
State Congress shall include 

(i) Every citizen shall have the legitimate 
right of free expression, the right of free 
association, and the right to assemble 

(u) Every adult citizen shall have the right 
to vote, stand for election, and as such have 
his say in the formation and the working of 
the government of the day. 

(ui) Employment to every citizen or in the 
alternative, relief 

(iv) Right to free Eight Year Basic Educa- 
tion through mother tongue medium and equal 
opportunities for developing language, culture, 
and intellectual and socio-economic life 

(v) Every citizen shall enjoy full freedom of 
conscience and the right to freely profess and 
practise his or her religion, culture and 
language 

(vi) No disability shall attach to any citizen 
by reason of his or her religion, caste, creed or 
sex in regard to public employment, office of 
power or honour 

This resolution formed the basis on which 
the struggle for freedom had to be fought by 
the people of Hyderabad Remarkably enough 
the main demands regarding fundamental rights 
and equality of opportunities etc anticipate 
the principles embodied in the Indian Consti 
tutton later in 1950 1 had the privilege of 
moving this resolution in the First Session of 
Hyderabad State Congress which was support- 
ed by Sri D G Btndu The Struggle for free 
dom in Hyderabad continued till 17lh 
September 1948 when the Armies of Indian 
Union reached Hyderabad and took over 
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temporarily the administration of the State. 
During the whole period of struggle Swamiji 
stood like a rock and was mostly in jail Inside 
or outside the jail, he fought against any com- 
promise that might result in the perpetuation 
of the Nizam’s autocratic rule over the people 
of Hyderabad State Lord Mountbatten tried 
his level best to effect a settlement which would 
have retained the Nizam in a special category 
of Princely Rulers While in jail, negotiations 
were going on and we all shared the anxiety of 
Swamiji as to what the final decision of 
Government of India would be If the Nizam 
had not been influenced by the leaders of 
Ittehadul Musalmcen and had not rejected the 
final draft agreement proposed to him through 
the good offices of Lord Mountbatten, the 
advent of democracy in Hyderabad might have 
been further delayed It was a God-send that 
he rejected the proposals and hastened the 
establishment of Democracy 
The struggle for freedom in Hyderabad 
began in the minds of the people long ago 
But living under a double slavery of the Ruler 
and the British Government, they could not 
raise their voice for long The movement in 
the State began later than in other States and 
it took a very mild shape in the beginning 
Open political movement was out of question 
The Indian National Congress did not directly 
take up the question of the people of the State 
The States Peoples Conference created the 
necessary atmosphere but m H> derabad move- 
ment had to begin under the cover of educa- 
tional and social movements It is in 1937 
that the State Congress was established and 
banned immediately Swami Ramananda Tirth 
who was devoting his life to educational work, 
was inspired to identify himself with this new 
born and stiffled organisation, and to give it 
vitality and energy An unencumbered man as 


a Sanyasi, and intensely patriotic, he was 
entirely free from the inhibitions which limited 
some of the other leaders who had already 
paved the way for the freedom movement and 
sponsored it. On many occasions his own 
enthusiam had to be curbed due to the limita- 
tions inherent in the situation Gandhijt's 
personal guidance was mo^t fortunately 
available to Hyderabad State Congress and 
inspite of minor and major differences of out- 
look which sometimes created serious internal 
differences, I have no hesitation in saying that 
the struggle for freedom in old Hyderabad 
State owed its vitality and force to the 
dynamic personality of Swami Ramananda 
Tirth He provided the necessary grit, not 
merely by his outspoken utterances, but by 
rallying around him and the Hyderabad State 
Congress, a large number of political workers 
who gave him their unstinted support When 
the fate of Hyderabad hung m balance, his 
unswerving loyalty to the cause of integration 
of Hyderabad State with the Indian Union was 
a great asset to the cause of the Indian Unity 
While integration of Hyderabad with the rest 
of India was a logical and inevitable result of 
the freedom of India and the establishment of 
Indian Union, and largely due to the forces of 
historical development of free India, there is 
no doubt that the unflinching loyalty of 
Hyderabad State Congress symbolised by 
Swami Ramananda Tirth was the most impor- 
tant factor which hastened the freedom of 
Hyderabad Looking in retrospect, one cannot 
but admire the important and vital roleplaved 
by the people of Hyderabad under the Hydera 
bad State Congress and. the leadership of 
Swami Ramananda Tirth I have great 
pleasure in paying my tribute to the invaluable 
services rendered by Swamij i and offer him my 
best wishes for a long and healthy life of con- 
tinued service to the people and the country 



SWAMIJI AND TELENGANA 


OBJECTIVITY m thinking as well as m 
writing requires certaia conditions One 
such condition is that the ptr«on who is called 
upon to think or write about a subject should 
not be too emotionally involved with the 
subject-matter While thorough knowledge 
of what one is called upon to write is a 
necessary requisite for objectivity, it must be 
admitted that emotional involvement often 
leads to the introduction of subjective factors 
into the thinking and the writing 

It is from this point of view that I can never 
hope to attain complete objectivity while 
writing about Swarm Ramananda Tirtha By 
nature, I am not arrogant but at the same 
time I am al'o not the universally reverent 
type going about prostrating before every 
elderly person Sometimes, I have also, to 
some extent justifiably, earned some notoriety 
for irreverence This is precisely the reason 
why people such as myself reserve all their 
reverence and devotion for just one or two 
individuals, the remaining mass of humanity, 
including many a great man, being given a 
treatment whHi is all courtesy, all admiration, 
all approbation but which is very different 
from reverence and devotion I must at once 
admit that Swam Ramananda Tirtha happens 
lo be one of the vc/y »cr* few individuals for 
whome I have, through the past two decades. 


P V NARASIMHA RAO 

come to reserve all the devotion and reverence 
I am capable of It is, therefore, very difficult 
to maintain objectivity m my appraisal of this 
grant pe-sona!ity Nevertheless, I shall try 
my very best to present a detached and 
succinct appraisal of Swamiji s personality as 
I could understand it 

I have been asked to write about Swamiji 
and Telcngana Obviously, the scope of this 
subject is very restricted and hence its treat- 
ment also js bound to similarly restricted But 
I am convinced that despite its apparent 
limitation in scope, the subject in reality has 
a much wider implication and many more 
indirect ramifications I shall try to unravel 
these aspects briefly m the lines that follow 

The State of Hyderabad was really speaking, 
penta-lingual although from the regional point 
of view it could be called trilingual The 
State produced a number of patriots and leaders 
of public opinion It could also boast of 
illustrious personalities in almost every sphere 
of activity However, a deeper examination 
would at once reveal that most of the State 
leaders, wherever they had hailed from, made 
Hyderabad City the mam centre of their 
activity By and large, they operated from 
the Capital and disseminated their inspiration 
to the disincts Moreover, despite their Slate 
wide operations they could not but maintain 
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a regional slant in the ultimate analysis Some 
of them were essentially rooted in Tclcngana, 
some in Marathwada and some in the Karnatak 
districts Those who were natives of Hydera- 
bad City could not be fitted into the Regional 
pattern and therefore continued as the metro- 
politan contingent This was, by and large, 
the pattern of leadership obtaining in the 
Hyderabad State and it was inevitable under 
the circumstances 

Swami Ramananda Tirtha constitutes a 
remarkable exception to this pattern He was 
born a Kannadiga and the Karnatak region 
justifiably claims him The bulk of his eduen 
tional activity to start with, and political 
activity later on was located in the Marath 
wada region and therefore, the Maharashtrians 
can with perhaps greater justification, claim 
Swamiji as their own But more than these 
two, I am convinced that it is in theTelengana 
Region that Swamiji s political personality 
came into full bloom, and it was for solving 

the problems of Telengana that the best part 

of Swamiji s political life and leadership were 
devoted It would indeed be no exaggeration 
to say that if Swamiji s contribution to 
Telengana is removed, his political stature 
and achievements become very drastically 
depleted It is for this reason that lean 
assert without any fear of contradiction that 
Swamiji while belonging to all the regions of 
Hyderabad State, belongs to the Telengana 
region in a very special sense He created a 
sense of pride in Karnataka by being born 
there He created a political educational and 
spiritual edifice by his intense activity and 
renunciation in the Marathwada region But, 
more than these two, Swamiji created History 
in the Telengana Region I have no doubt 
that a parallel to this personality cannot be 


cited To most of us political workers who 
got our inspiration from him, Swamiji was 
never a mere leader It was not generally 
through precept that he built up a following 
I do not remember that at any time he indulged 
in intellectual or hair-splitting arguments 
Indeed no one took him as an individual On 
the other hand, he was looked upon as a 
symbol, as a force, as a beacon light, and as 
an institution in himself I have seen greater 
dilecticians I have also heard more convincing 
orators I have seen better political organisers 
Possibly some other persons have even made 
greater sacrifices and have undergone worse 
suffering In sheer brilliance of intellect also 
Swamiji is not unsurpassed However, despite 
all this, I have not a shadow of doubt, that 
all the other per«ons who are perhaps severally 
superior in their own spheres do not, even 
together, approach anywhere the greatness of 
Swamiji Thus it will be seen that Swamiji s 
appeal to us was not merely political nor was 
it utilitarian Without straying into the 
unfamiliar field of metaphysics, T may say 
that his appeal to us was what may be called 
politico spiritual I am positively certain 
that most of his followers who in course of 
time have had to work under changing political 
leadership, have not got anything akin to 
Swamiji s leadership ever since When 
Swamiji gave a call, none of us paused to 
think what his motive would probably be 
When he unfolded a plan none of us calculated 
its possible repurcussions on our own selves 
There was such a complete and unstinted 
identification between Swamiji his cause and 
his followers that very often there was little 
need for discussion or circumspection Such 
was the emotional involvement and the sense 
of politico-spiritual identification generated by 
Swamiji s personality 
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heard and felt amidst the deafening dm of 
selfishness and extremism 

Having said all this, I feel that I have still 
left undepicted a very vita! facet of Swamyi s 
political life vis a vis Telengana This facet 
was of course very natural and arose out of 
the uncompromising and clear cut attitudes 
taken by Swamiji in all the matters pertaining 
to Telengana in particular and Hyderabad 
State in general His stand as regards the 
urgency and indispensabihty of far reaching 
land reforms naturally created violent reac 
tions in the political circles of Telengana It 
is now well known that the nucleus of political 
opposition to Swamiji had its most effective 
component in the Telengana region The 
differences in Congress were incessantly sought 
to be depicted as personal and to be dismissed 
as the results of groupism The ideological 
aspect was completely played down or even 
discarded as non existent It is perhaps a 
tragedy of the Congress organisation that we 
have nothing healthy to fight about, with the 
result that all the fights in Congress emanate 
from unhealthy issues Under Swamiji’s 
leadership the ideological polarisation was 
deliberately sought to be accentuated to such 
an extent that caste, group, region, personality 
and self interest all these factors which gene 
rally lend to quarrels, were completely drow 
ned in the main current of ideology It is 
difiicutt to imagine what appearance the 
Congress organisation would have presented 


today >f only the ideological accentuation 
deliberately created bv Swamyi had been 
allowed to de\elop in well regulated and 
„hol«om= channels Hosseeer. lhal is all 
mere conjecture »e« The fact to be recorded 
hcrc „ that political oppomion to Swamyi 
, h stJrtc d in Tclcncana was considerably 
strengthened as a result of two ..sues The 


first was the issue of Land Reforms and the 
second. States Reorganisation It must be 
admitted that despite several attempts to water 
down the radical nature of the Hyderabad 
Land Reforms, the actual outcome was by far 
the most progressive and beneficial to the poor 
peasantry The Tenancy Act of Hyderabad 
was hailed as a model throughout India One 
may be permitted to digress a little and observe 
here that in recent years the newly imported 
wisdom of er t while British India has only put 
the clock back in matters of Land Reform 

The other issue viz. Reorganisation of States 
on Linguistic ba»is was perhaps more decisive 
in Swamiji s political life I happen to possess 
some inside knowledge of how this particular 
issue was completely play ed up and down by 
interested politicians according to exigencies of 
the moment One important leader of the 
Congress who was tooth and nail opposed to 
Swamiji told me categorically. Please do nt 
imagine that I am against Linguistic States 
They will come when they will come But 
meanwhile I would like to make use of this issue 
to see that Swamiji s pull and influence with 
the High Command are completely smashed 
because of this issue It is coming handy for 
us and we are determined to make the best use 
of it politically These words arc still ringing 
distinctly in my ears 

Thus Swamyi s political ascendency not only 
reached its zenith in Telengana but it also 
started its downward trend in the same region 
I sometimes feel ashamed to remember the 
various methods emp oyed to bring down 
Swamyi s name to embarrass him in all 
possible ways including a wrong projection of 
his personality and ideology in the local press 
A perusal of all that used to appear about 
Swamyi In the newspapers of those days makes 
a very revealing though heart rending reading 






14 


Now this profound identification was to be 
traced to several factors One important 
factor no doubt was that Swamiji being a 
Sanyasi at once created a sense of confidence 
and unmotivated service and sacrifice in the 
mmds of his followers The second factor 
was that his objectives were unambiguous and 
clear-cut His insistence on the achievement 
of those objectives was absolute and unsullied 
by considerations of expediency or timely 
shifts m strategy. The third factor was of 
course the force of his own personality - a 
combination of his calm but extremely firm 
attitude, his tremendous spirit of defiance his 
scintillating oratory and his unlimited capacity 
to generate dynamism The above are no 
doubt very very important and far-reaching 
factors which made him an extremely powerful 
political magnet Nevertheless I am positively 
certain that by themselves they do not consti 
tute the basis for the emergence of Swami 
Ramananda Tirtha I feel therefore that there 
is yet another factor whi.h is roost crucial 
That factor is his solicitude for the down- 
trodden and his determination to stake his all 
for improving the lot of the underdog These, 
in his case were not mere platitudes They 
were not just so many high sounding phrases 
embodied in constitutions, resolutions and 
writings On the other hand, they were his 
greatest articles of faith It is this quality 
^ which distinguishes him very clearly from most 
other leaders of ihe time It is this quality 
agim which endeared him to the mas<es on 
the one hand and the mass workeis 11 the 
Congress on the other to an extent to whi h 
no other leader to my knowledge has been 
ab'c to erdcar himself Further, it is this 
particular quality which bound him inextricably 
witi the Telanganx Region and made him the 
dating of cl e mill ons in Tc engana 


History, indeed, afforded dramatic opport- 
unities for Swamiji’s prominence and effective 
leadership in the Telengana Region This was 
the reeion where unbridled feudalism on the 
one hand and extreme poverty and backward- 
ness on the other freely interacted and gave 
birth to unabashed terrorism and violence 
It is in this region that the problem of land 
tenure came to a head and created chaotic 
conditions throughout the countryside The 
Razakars, the Communists, the feudals, the 
anti social elements and the profiteers— all 
combined to create a hell on earth for quite 
some time The incidents of Akunur and 
Machireddipally and the hundreds of unreport- 
ed atrocities perpetrated on the dumb millions 
of this region afforded sufficient explosive 
material for the exploitation of extremist 
elements The massacres of Parkal and 
Bairampalli, coupled with collective fines 
indiscriminate arrests, confiscation of property, 
rapes, loot and arson turned the whole of 
Telangana into a volcano Unlike the other 
regions, the problem was not merely communal 
or political in Telengana It was predomi- 
nantly socio economic, coupled of course 
with communal and political complexities too 
Therefore it was not to be solved by political 
expedients alone It required a major and 
complicated operation 

It was this operation which Swamiji with 
his characteristic tenacity of purpose undertook 
to perform Oddly enough there were many 
who opposed the operation Some of them 
smd that the patient would collapse Others 
said that the carbuncle was still not ripe for 
the operation Still others calculated their 
own profits and losses and tried to back out 
in a variety of ways, one of which was by 
maligning the operation itself But Swamiji 
stood frm like a rock and went ahead with the 
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operation He was so clear and forthright 
about the genus of the Tclcngana trouble that 
most people were rather startled for some 
time Swamiji fumly believed that all the 
turbulancc that was seen on the surface of 
Telcngana was only a symptom while the real 
cause lay buried underneath He therefore 
categorically stated times without number that 
anti social elements arc like mosquitoes whose 
physical extermination alone would not weed 
them out so long as the breeding places arc 
not drastically disinfected In other words, 
he asserted that the genus of the feudal cum- 
commumst contradiction lay in the extremely 
inequitous land relations prevailing in Telen* 
gana and that unless this genus was ruthlessly 
attacked and set right there was no likelihood 
of peace prevailing here It was at his instance 
that the tendency of looking at communism as 
merely a law and order problem was gradually 
given up and a determined bid was made to 
tackle the land problem at the same time To 
some eyes, all this appeared very disconcerting 
and Swamiji s saffron robes scared them as 
Red rag» There was so much of bitter and 
cantankerous incrimination All in all, for 
some months, it was literally a hell on earth 

It was at thi> time that Swamiji undertook 
an intensive tour of this ravished country side 
The conditions prevailing in the commmunist- 
mfested areas of Telangana in those days were 
too heart rending to describe Sandwiched 
between the military Police and the Commu 
mst dalams , the people were finding life 
utterly intolerable Despite all this some of 
the suffering people appeared to maintain their 
sense of humour by nicknaming the Police as 
'Pagati Doralu , (Bosses of day light) and the 
Communists as Cheekati Doralu (Bosses of 
darkness)' This was the atmosphere which 


Swamiji entered with characteristic boldness 
He had no police force to escort him, no 
authority to protect him There are reasons 
to believe that Government circles did not 
quite approve of this tour which they tended 
to look upon as sheer meddling There were 
some who entertained very little hopes of 
seeing Swamiji back again alive But Swamiji 
did not flinch He went from village to village 
trying to gather the petrified and fleeing ryots 
and tell them something which they had never 
heard of before It was a message which put 
a new life into the living corpses in the coun- 
try side I have no wish to make comparisons 
but one was reminded of Gandhiji s tours of 
Naokhali and Tippera Doubting Thomases 
sitting in Hyderabad tried to pooh - pooh 
Swamiji $ Telengana Tour To this day, one 
docs not know how to compute the exact 
effect of this Historic tour Moreover, m 
these days when public memory is preoccupied 
with the glamours of power and when so many 
political changes have overtaken this Region 
in quick succession, no accurate assessment of 
the results of Swamiji s tour are possible 
However, those who were associated with the 
tour and also those who had a sympathetic 
understanding of the real implications of the 
tour will, lam sure, remember it for ever 
The subsequent tour of Poojya Vinobaji in 
Telengana and the germination of the Bhoodan 
idea are too well-known to need repetition 
here 

The problem of the Telengana tenant and 
peasant assumed All India importance because 
of it» political and ideological ramifications 
The legislation that followed in the wake of 
these upheavals is abo too well known to need 
repetition but what is not generally recogn lsC( j 
at this distance of time today is that Swamiji s 
was the lone voice which first made itself 
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Sv.amiji has lost nothing mspite of everything 
but I wonder if any politician has any clear 
idea of what we the people have lost by the 
exit of this illustrious son of the soil from the 
political scene 

I am sometimes inclined to think that after 
all it was well that Swamiji left politics A 
missionary becomes a misfit after the fulfil- 
ment of ms mission That is a very cruel but 
at the same time an inexorable law of nature 
Swamiji's stature has been very much enhanced 
by the way he devoted himself to activities 
other than power politics After giving up 
leadership of the Hyderabad State Congress, 
he completely merged himself in constructive 
activity ever since and his refusal to stand for 
election to Parliament in 1962 marks yet 
another decisive turn in his spiritual journey I 
understand that he has now decided to devote 
a larger portion of his time to the reorganisa- 
tion of the Ramtirtha Ashram of which he is 
the head At the same time, his activities m 
the constructive field continue unabated, parti- 
cularly as the head of the Hyderabad Khadi 
Samiti which is at present the largest Khadi 
institution in Telengana Those who are 
pwVtegtA to m tins w •swtt 

blessed with Swamiji’s guidance and inspira- 
tion It is hoped that this guidance and 
inspiration will be forthcoming for a long long 
time to come 


Politicians are not very well known for their 
gratitude They generally take care to see that 
even after death, an opponent’s memory does 
not manage to gather too much goodwill But 
the people at large at least should be enabled to 
know their benefactors and to remember them 
with gratitude— which theyhave in ample trea- 
sure History, however, gets obliterated by the 
accretion of an inconsequential mass of detail, 
completely drowning the simple but potent 
factors shaping it This has been the tragedy 
of history, perhaps, ever since history begaO to 
be written There appears little likelihood of 
the socio economic history of Telengana b£mg 
ever written but I have no doubt that whether 
written or unwritten, that history will have 
Swamj Ramananda Tutha as its sole hero A 
fact does not cease to be a fact merely because 
succeeding ignorant generations fail to remem- 
ber it After all what we consider History is 
only an infinitesimally small segment of the 
sum total of human experience 
Let the people of Telengana therefore 
remember this great patriot and benefactor, 
Swami Ramanada Tirtha— Remember him With 
gratitude and affection on this occasion of his 
61st BIRTHDAY Let them pray to God 
Almighty that this beloved Sanyasi of ours be 
spared many more decades of useful and 
disinterested service to the MOTHERLAND 


Jai Hind » 



SWAMI RAMANANDA 
TIRTHA - TRIBUTE 


SWAMI Ramananda Tirtha is one of the 
highly principled, honest and patient 
Gandhian political leaders of our country In 
those long years of turmoil in Princely India, 
so many of us were wondering when Hydera* 
bad, the biggest of the Indian States, could 
come to be integrated with the rest of India's 
policy The general mass of the people of that 
multi-hngual state seemed to be unable to 
throw away from their shoulders the sesen 
centuries old thraldom of North Indian polity 
Realising the pitiless political dominance of 
that regime and the obvious unpreparedness of 
the local masses to withstand the rigours of the 
double— distilled repression of the British and 
Princely orders, Mahatma Gandhi adsned the 
local Congress leaders not to be too read) to 
start their Satyagraha campaigns in line with 
similar struggles in Bntnh or Pmcely India 


ACHARYA RANGA 

Swamiji was at his best during the Razafcar’s 
official and unofficial regime In those years 
of pobuca) suffocation for natJonabsts, Swamiji 
displayed a great sense of statesmanship and 
high degree of heroism and thus helped to 
maintain the morale of our freedom-fighters 
The moral authority he could dense from 
Gandhiji proved to be a great source of 
inspiration as well as a touch-stone and he 
used it scrupulously 

It is jn conformity with hn religious faith m 
high moral standards and scruples, as the 
essential pith and marrow of political leader- 
ship, that he withdrew himself in such a digni- 
fied manner, from the post— Police— Action 
ministerial pol tics and competition for Delhi s 
fas ours So many of us admired him for this 
In this, his ctamplc happens to be unique-how 
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that those of Hyderabad who ranged themselves 
as my friends and sought my counsel and pro- 
tection, were opposed to those who sought 
Swamiji s protection and on several occasions, 
I had to advise the Congress Working Commit- 
tee to pursue a line which was not quite satis 
factory to Swamijt Swamiji s relations with 
me continue till today to be most friendly and 
cooperative, so good and noble a Gandhian he 
has been In Parliament he was quiet spoken 
but he was always trying to be constructive, 


rather than being rhetorical In personal 
contacts, he is extremely courteous Only the 
late Swami Sitaram of Andhra could be 
likened to him among the political leaders of 
those four golden Gandhian decades, in their 
balanced devotion to constructive work and 
spiritualised political service 

I pray that Ramanand Tirtha should be 
blessed with health, happiness and hundred 
years of useful and good life 


SWAMIJI AS A TRADE 
UNIONIST 


OWAMIJI S original name was Venkatesh 

Bhawanrao Khcdgikar His father was my 
eldest brother who brought me up when l was 
only five years old having lost my father My 
brother that is Yenkatesh's father was a great 
Philosopher and a Yogi His teachings have 
moulded both mine and his son s character 
from our childhood which stood the tests in 
our future life 

After Venkatesh s mother s death I brought 
him for his further education with me He was 
a brilliant student throughout and passed his 
matriculation without any interruption By this 
time, the National movement for freedom that 
is the Non-cooperation Movement started by 
Mahatma Gandhi was m full swing His call 
for boycott of all Government institutions 
Colleges and High Schools, aided by Govern 
raent and for boycott of British goods was 
responded to by a large number of people 
Pleaders left their practice. Professors and 
students left their colleges some of the Indian 
Civil servants also joined the movement, village 
officers refused to serve, the peasantry refused 
to pay the land revenue The atmosphere 
throughout the country was surpassed by the 
unprecedented wave of National Movement 
Our young Khcdgikar was not an exception 
He deuded to contribute his mite to the Nation 
'j al Movement at a proper time He joined 


R A KHEDGIKAR 

the National College at Amalner run by the 
patriotic professors who had resigned from 
Government aided colleges Professor Gune, 
now known as Swami Kuvalayanand was its 
Principal Young Kbedgikar was waiting for 
an opportunity to plunge himself into the 
National Movement At this time there was a 
stir among the peasantry of Mulshi Petha in 
Poona district. The Political leaders of Poona 
district started a Satyagraha movement in order 
to get back the lands confiscated for the pur- 
pose of starting Hydro Electric work to supply 
electricity power to Bombay Sri V B Khedgi 
kar took this opportunity and became a volun- 
teer m the Satyagraha movement while still 
studying m the College He was sentenced 
and sent to jail He gamed personal experience 
during this Satyagraha how poor uneducated 
peasants were exploited and were deprived of 
their only means of livelihood m the interest 
of richer class It was in this struggle that he 
too"k a vow to work for the emancipation of 
the down-trodden masses Thus the ground 
was prepared for him to enter the Trade Union 
Movement 

After graduation from the Tilak University 
and after serious consideration fora number of 
days without consulting anyone he took his 
independent decision to take up the Trade 
Union work and to dedicate his future life fot 
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the welfare of exploited masses. His decision 
was not at all influenced by me though being 
his uncle and guardian and working then in 
the Trade Union movement for over twelve 
years I mention this simply because he pre- 
ferred the Trade Union Movement not because 
of my working in it I emphatically urge that 
his decision was purely his own for which 
neither he nor I was ever sorry 
His decision to work m the Trade Union 
Movement under the guidance of late Shn 
N M Joshi, the veteran labour leader who 
was known as the father of the Indian Trade 
Union Mo\ement was wise one He mined 
Shn N M Joshi in the year 1927 and started 
working jn the Textile Labour Union in Bom- 
bay and Continued working there till 1928 
During this period he made the best use of the 
reports of the 1 L O dealing with the Inter- 
national Labour problems 
The Trade Union Movement had received a 
great impetus between the period of 1920-1930 
The movement was getting stronger and stron- 
ger and there were long drawn strikes through- 
out the country in almost every industry, parti 
cularly in Railways, Textiles, Mines and Trans 
port and Post and Telegraphs Departments in 
order to get their service conditions improved 
Sholapur Textile workers were much agitated 
on account of their miserable service conditions 
and low wages They were preparing for direct 
action Shn N M Joshi sent him to Sholapur 
in the latter half of 1928 to organise and lead 
them on sound lines The Textile workers of 
Sholapur numbering over 20,000 went on strike 
in January 1929 All the mills were affected 
and the strike continued for three months 
Picketing was resorted Both the employers 
and the Government did their best to break 
the strike Young Khedgikar was sentenced 
and sent to jail In this strike he gamed person- 


al experience of the hardships and rigours 
a Trade Union worker had to face He was 
called back to Bombay m June 1929 I wish to 
make a special mention of a glaring example of 
the mentality of the employers that they not 
being content with efforts they made to crush 
the movement but went a step further and filed 
a Civil suit against the strikers and their leaders 
to make good the losses suffered by the Textile 
Industry of Sholapur on account of the long 
drawn out strike This was the first instance 
in the history of the Trade Union Movement 
m this country and the challenge was taken up 
in right earnest by one and all and carried on a 
vigorous propaganda against such high handed 
action of mill owners throughout India The 
agitation was so effective that the Government 
was forced to advise the mill owners to with- 
draw the suit which they more reluctantly did 
Shn N M Joshi thought it proper that Shn 
V. B Khedgikar should have the knowledge 
of the legislative work as well and therefore he 
took him to Delhi as his private secretary so 
that he can observe the proceedings of the 
Legislative Assembly during the winter session 
While m Delhi Shn V B Khedgikar unfortu- 
nately got a serious attack of paralysis on 
account of severe cold there He was bed- 
ridden for a number of years and was incapaci 
tated for any movement All of us had lost 
faith of his recovery but God wished that he 
must survive and be useful for national work 
though not in the Trade Union field 
Thanks to Dr Gone of Ahmadnagar He 
recov ered from this paralytic attack though 
slight defects remained which even now can be 
seen He was physically found not suitable for 
the Trade Union work which can even now be 
seen He was physically found not suitable for 
the Trade Union work which can only be use- 
fully performed by a person with a strong 
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aSSSH 

And in the absence of a lull throated agreement 


ihc two sectors cannot be complements 
Constructive work m India is trying to find 
way out of this dilemma, and its preset 
deficiencies and drawbacks proceed from tbi 
basic incongruity. 
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constitution In spite of his decison to dedicate 
his whole life foi the Trade Union work, the 
fate decided otherwise and hts bnlhant career 
in the Trade Union Movement came to an 
abrupt end * 

Though his career in the Trade Union field 
came to an end I am glad to find that he did 
yeomen services in the education field which 
will remain as his nbble work for many years 
to come As regards his political activities 
there cannot be any comparison It was easier 
to work m British India but to carry on politi- 
cal activities m an Indian State was difficult 
He had to go through great hardships and go 


through a number of jail returns He was kept 
away from other political convicts and bis 
health completely broke down which he h3S 
not recouped even today These facts are well 
known to his political colleagues and followers 
Though he was physically gone very weak his 
mind and determination to continue to work 
for the uplift of his countrymen, particularly 
the poor class is unshakable On this occasion 
of his 61st Birthday celebration I as his uncle 
and elderly person m the family wish him a 
long life and sound health and may he continue 
to give his useful services to our countrymeu 
for year* to come 

Jai Hind 



) 



A CONSTRUCTIVE WORKER 


R. K. PATIL 

I first came in contact with Sri Swami Rama* 
nanda Tirtha m 1944, and have had the 
privilege of his friendship ever since Swaraiji 
is one of the remaining few of an older genera- 
tion, which had received the ehs ^ of 
a life of devotion and sacrifice for the cause of 
the mother— land True to it, his has been a 
life of complete dedication and service to the 
people of India, and more particularly to the 
people of the old Hyderabad State To remain 
a life— long bachelor due to a belief m the 
superior value of such a life is an ideal many 
might cherish, but few can accomplish It 
personifies an attitude of self-less and devoted 
service and Swamiji has been a rare example of 
that noble endeavour Few however know 
that he has been inspired by the life of Sri 
Swami Ramtirtha, whom he considers as his 
spiritual preceptor 

Like all other constructive workers Swamijt 
devoted himself to the propagation of Khadi 
and he has been the mam mspirat on and chief 
coordinator of the Hyderabad KJiadi Samiti 
He has also floated many educational institu- 
tions, the most notable amongst them being the 
Nanded College and the educational institu- 
tions of Mommabad He w as the doy en of all 
the constructive workers in the old Hyderabad 
State and has been the chief motive force 


behind many institutions of constructive work 
in the whole state 

But it was during the people’s struggle for 
self government in the old Hyderabad State, 
that his leadership was very severely tested 
Swamiji had to suffer serious disappointments, 
and evep incur the wrath of national leaders, 
mostly because, self-seeking persons mis- 
informed them and Swamiji could never change 
his opinion, then very unpopular, that the only 
thing to do with the old Hyderabad State was 
to dismember it Subsequent events proved 
that Swamiji was entirely right, but as the time 
was not then ripe for such action, he paid the 
penalty for following his convictions by suffer- 
ing temporary disfavour, with the then wielders 
of political power m India 

Today Swamiji has again returned to con- 
structive work and along with other construc- 
tive workers faces the same dilemma In a 
modern state the ‘State sector' is bound to 
washadow the section of ‘voluntary work’ m 
which category all constructive work falls 
And this is so m spite of democratic decen- 
tralisation Power and authority in a modem 
state, in spite of decentralisation has a tendency 
to get umcentred and therefore in order to be 
effective the sector of voluntary work must 
agree in all respects with the ‘State section’. 
Unfortunately this is rot so, in India, whether 





SWAMIJI AN APPRECIATION 


N V GADGIL 

SwAMI Ramananda Tirtha, is a household 
word in the earstwhile Hyderabad State, and 
in particular m Marathwada, even today 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha got inspiration for 
public service from Lokmanya Tilak, Swami 
Vivekananda, and Swami Ramtirtha In fact, 
very early in his life, he decided to devote his 
entire time and energy for public service The 
generation to which he belonged got its ins 
piration from leaders of the Congress in 
political matters, and guidance m matters 
moral and spiritual from great personalities 
like Ramaknshna Paramahansa, and Swami 
Ramtirtha 

The first decade of the present century 
witnessed many young men renouncing the 
pleasures of life and devoting themselves in a 
single minded manner to public causes The 
second and third decade of this century which 
witnessed the First World War and its after 
effects, also witnessed a tremendous political 
upsurge in India Lokmanya Tilak who was 
released in 1914 after six years sentence in 
Mandalay Jail, took to active public life and 
was principally responsible for the Home Rule 
Agitation In 1915, Mahatma Gandhi returned 
to India permanently He travelled throughout 
the country for one 3 ear and then joined the 
Congress in 1916 These were glorious times 
The first World War was being fought bitterly 


for great and momentous issues Whatever 
may be the ultimate aims of the contestants, 
the proclaimed aims were that the War was 
being fought for preservation of Democracy 
and the right of self determination for countries 
who were entitled to nationhood These were 
undoubtedly great times To be alive was a 
pleasure, and to be young was heaven itself 
Swamiji started his public life in the back- 
ground stated above He took to labour activi- 
ties, he also worked in the education field, but 
his real contribution was towards the emanci- 
pation of Hyderabad from feudalism of the 
Nizam rule He participated in the Indian 
movement for Freedom and suffered along 
with a thousand others in the country The 
establishment of a responsible government and 
Democratic Government in the various Indian 
States, was a part of a greater movement for 
Indian Freedom Swamiji was a prominent 
worker in the Movement conducted by the 
Indian States People s Conference In this 
context he concentrated his attention on the 
Hyderabad problem In 1945, May, the second 
World War was over General Elections took 
place in England and the Labour Party came 
to power It was evident that further political 
progress towards freedom as far as India was 
concerned, was due and steps would soon be 
taken The history of the Cabinet Mission, 



the measure of its success and the measure of 
its failure, are matters of common knowledge 
In September 1946, the Interim Government 
came to power in the Centre, while popular 
Government functioned in the various pro- 
vinces in India The few months that followed 
the assumption of power by the Interim 
Government, were months of anxiety and 
trouble and constituted a challenge both for 
the statesmanship of Indian and British leader, 
ship On August 15th, 1947, power was trans- 
ferred and the first Ministry headed by Pandit 
Nehru took over the administration A day or 
two after that, Swamiji saw me m Delhi and 
asked my advice as to what should be done in 
Hyderabad My first advice was not to have 
any compromise with the Nizam unless he 
completely parted with power The second, 
was activities should be absolutely non violent 
and I assured him that Hyderabad would be 
liquidated in less than two years I bid him 
goodbye and he left for Hyderabad What 
happened after August 1947, is well known 
On 12th September, 1948, Indian Armies 
marched into Hyderabad territory and the 
Njzam armies surrendered on 18th September 
1948 and if a tactless step had not been taken 
by India s Agent General at Hyderabad, the 
State of Hyderabad would have been over even 
within a few days of the surrender referred to 
above Somehow or other, the establishment 
of responsible government in Hyderabad took 
a year, and another five years for liquidation 


of the unnatural and trilingual state of 
Hyderabad And m all that happened in 
Hyderabad, Swamiji played an important part 
He always stood firm by his ideals, and never 
put expediency before conviction, any immedi- 
ate advantage before accepted philosophy 

Swamiji was a member of the Lok Sabha for 
a number of years and though he spoke rarely, 
but whenever he did, be spoke with vigour and 
effect 

After the liquidation of Hyderabad s*ate, 
Swamiji has more or less withdrawn from 
political activities and is now devoting himself 
more and more to Education work He is 
associated with several educational institutions 
in Hyderabad and I have no doubt, he will 
continue to take great interest in these 
activities He is still a source of inspiration 
to many young men in Marathwada and 
Hyderabad A philosopher and Gtude for 
Political and social workers Swamiji has no 
self interest In fact he has no other interest 
than that of the people 

His outlook is always constructive and I have 
never found him, during ray long associations 
with him any time dogmatic, although he has 
always been firm Venly, the present genera 
tion looks upon him as ODe of the architects of 
freedom a great social worker, and a great 
educationist I have no doubt, this will always 
be the judgement of future generations 



SWAMDPS CONTRIBUTION FOR THE 
CREATION OF SAMYUKTA MAHARASHTRA 


D K.KUNTE 

SwAMI Ramananda Tirtha who completes 
sixty years of his life on 3rd October '63 has 
been a wellknown figure for many years in the 
public life of this country especially in the 
cause of the downtrodden people suffering 
under the harsh rule of the Nizam Long before 
I had privilege of personally knowing him, he 
was known as a selfless fighter for Independence 
and self rule for the States people who had 
become a Sanyasi with a view to give his best 
to the cause His selfless service has recently 
put him at the head of the followers of the 
great Swamt Ramtirtha of the Punjab 

In lhis article I propose to touch just one of 
the facets of his life namely his contribution 
in the creation of Samyukta Maharashtra with 
Bombay as its capital Long before the merger 
of the pnncely States was an accomplished 
fact as a matter of fact in days when it was 
not clear whether the Nizam and those like 
him would yield to the right demands of the 
States’ people Swamiji had come to the conclu- 
sion that the Hyderabad State must yield 
authority to the people of the State and must 
also disintegrate by allowing the component 
linguistic parts to become integral part of the 
Marathi Kannad and Telugu people His ideas 
on the point being crystal clear they contribu- 
ted towards the harmony in ihc fight which the 
Telugu, Marathi and Kannad people conducted 


against the mighty power of the Nizam When 
ultimately the Nizam yielded and the Razakars 
had been routed both by State authority and 
the resistance of the public, the Hyderabad 
State became one of the B' class states under 
the Indian Constitution and our Prime Minister 
had expressed a hope that Hyderabad would 
continue to be an outstanding example of a 
composite culture But even when such thoughts 
were being expressed by a personage like 
Panditji, Swamiji was very clear in that the 
Hyderabad State must disintegrate and be 
merged into adjoining regions He expressed 
these views of his in Parliament and in public 
with conviction and singleness of purpose 
When the States Reorganisation Commission 
was appointed and the demand for the Maha- 
rashtra State was being formulated he was one 
of the leading members of the organisation 
namely the Samyukta Maharashtra Panshad, 
which was formed to give shape and lead to 
the demand He took prominent part in the 
deliberations of this organisation and also in 
eiving evidence before the S R Commission 
The one great contribution he made at the 
time was that under bis leadership the Marath 
wada region unanimously accepted and sup- 
ported the demand without any condition It 
was well-known that there are friends in Nag - 
Vid3rbha and Bombay who held different views 
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and though the Samyukta Maharashtra Pan- 
shad was able to bring about the Nagpur pact 
by which the doubts of friends from Nag- 
Vidarbha were set at rest the fact remains that 
the pact had to be arrived at and that a large 
number of those working m the political field 
especially like Sri Aney leading Lieutenant of 
the great Lokmanya could not give consent 
Again I would fail in correct appraisal if I were 
not to mention the great contribution that 
Swamiji made in enabling the Nagpur pact to 
be an accomplished fact As one who partici 
pated in the deliberations I remember that 
there was a moment when it appeared as if the 
legitimate differences could not be ironed out 
At this stage Swamiji as a representative of the 
Marathwada region which had no misgivings 
and made no conditions was a creative help 

On the eve of the publication of the S R 
Commissions report rumours were current 
and forecasts were being published about the 
creation of a separate Vidarbha State and 
bilingual State of Gujrat and the Marathi speak 
ing areas except Vidarbha with Bombay as its 
capital The leaders of the Samyukta Maha 
rashtra Panshad as well as the Maharashtra 
Pradesh Congress Committee viewed this with 
misgivings and resented against the proposed 
step m very clear language After the actual 
publication of the report on 10th Sept 1955 it 
was found that the misgivings were justified 


In mid October 1 955 the Maharashtra Congress 
leaders along with Sri Shankar Rao Deo m« 
Panditjr, Moulana Azad and Pandit Govind 
Vallabha Pant in New Delhi and out of these 
talks Sn Shankarrao Deo made the propose 
of forming a bigger bilingual Bombay State 
comprising of all the Marathi and Gujrath 
speaking areas with Bombay as capital Swamiji 
was opposed to this in principle and yet out 
of a sense of comradeship he accepted it and 
made friends in Marathwada accept it 

A number of developments took place which 
tried the patience and perseverence of the 
supporters of Samyukta Maharashtra and ulti 
mately the bigger bilingual was formed under 
the States Reorganisation Act After four 
years of this experiment ultimately Govern 
ment of India created the two separate States 
of Maharashtra and Gujrath Through all 
these Swamiji steered clear and gave the correct 
advice But the zigzag developments created a 
number of complications for those who stood 
loyally with Swamiji but the philosophical way 
in which those friends have taken speaks highly 
of the loyalty and comradeship and of the great 
regard which Swamiji has inspired about him 
self in them 

I humbly bow to this selfless worker and 
pray to God that he be given a long healthy 
and purposeful life to serve humanity 
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SWAMI RAMANANDA TIRTH 
- OUR SENIOR SENTINEL 


Sn. v. s. PAGE 

I AM not much used to writing, much less 
m a foreign tongue. But I cannot refuse 
to do so when Shri Pangrekar has asked me, 
^°ugh I feel a little embarrassed in this task 
as 1 am working too intimately with Swamiji 
la 0Ur Khadi Gramodyog work. But this very 
kct enables me to say a few words by way of 
paying a tribute to him on his entering the 
ast quarter of his life, namely, the traditional 
San yasa period as per Hindu Ashramic 
inception. 

rcna i^sance in Hindu religious ideals m 
t| ^ ast ^“arier of the last century, the concep- 
a sanyasa underwent a revolutionary 

tirth^ ^ Wam * ^ lve ^ anan da and Swami Ram- 
» both university Graduates, lived and 

attain ^ ^ San ^ as, * s highest spiritual 

^ ex P re ssed in disinterested social 

o'* Swami Ramanand Tirth, then a young 
Graduate 


'deals, bm o 


not only attracted by these 
S'uiN _t k ,mse ^ initiated into sanyasa by 
k aB uinh^ aDSUain *’ t * 1C d * scl Pk Swami 
In the t 

leader^ V ' entlcs and thirties, the national 
fig, t f or ^ aVC a c * a ” on ca h to give up all for 
sausar * ^ ^CC ^ 0In • Swamiji had not entered 
acct Pted 1 h ° Uscholdcr ’ s life. but had already 
the S pi r j t ^ Enunciation. In answer to 

joi n l he ag c he accepted renunciation 
the national movement. He fought 


in the company of other national leaders the 
battles and the last war of Indian Independence 
with all its attendant trials and tribulations, 
but the distinct role which he played in Hydera- 
bad merger affair deserves our special attention. 

There was despotic rule under Islamic garb 
and people in Hyderabad State, subjected to 
unprecedented tyranny, stood in need of a 
leader who could mobilise the strength of resi- 
stance. Swamiji was destined to lead with pro- 
fessedly Hindu sanyasi garb and thorough 
national spirit. He has once told me that he 
had some Muslim compatriots as his allies in 
this battle with the Nizam and some Hindu 
opponents too, callously collaborating with the 
ruling Prince. Thus the character of the fight 
was nationalistic and not the least communal. 
The merger of Hyderabad is a glorious chapter 
in Indian history of national consolidation It 
is a tragic comedy and Swamiji is the mam 
actor on the stage in that drama. He played 
the role of an underground worker, a prisoner 
behind the bars and as'an adviser of our nation- 
al leaders in the Hyderabad affair. 

Afier the Hyderabad merger he led the life 
of a parliamentarian for some time. He was 
sitting m the Perl, ament at Dell., as mW. 
member of that anjus. Home, bn. hi. ch.ef 
interest lay in the cons.niciive programme as 
envisaged by Mahatma Gandhi. 




Swamiji with Annasaheb Sahisrabudhc Shn V S Page and others it the opening 
function of the Khadi Gramodyog Bhandar, Aurangabad on ] 7th Jan 1963 


SWAMIJI AND KARNATAK 

JAGANNATH RAO CHANDRIKI 


UUring the freedom struggle m the former 
Hyderabad State, Swami Ramananda Tirtha 
was a symbol of liberty and equality, courage 
and conviction He had always befriended 
progressive forces and opposed all reactionary 
elements He had never compromised with 
those who had even remotely any sympathy 
with the autocratic regime of the Nizam which 
ad suppressed all civil rights and made cons- 
tant efforts to perpetuate minority rule over 
the majority 

Swamiji s views on social and economic 
problems were definite, clear and unambiguous 
is courageous leadership rallied all sections 
e people to revolt against the onslaught 
o civil liberties and the atrocities committed 
y unsocial elements Among those that 
acknowledged h,s leaders!,, p under (he banner 
a 10c State Congress, students and peasants 
re prominent The State Congress which he 
«cd gave the clarion call to the people that 
sovereignty rested w„h the people and that 

r^r S Ir ,C government was their legitimate 
he inveterate fight he put up against 
e autocrat ie regime invested him with respect 
prestige which made him the acknowledged 
'Oder or the poor and the down-trodden, the 

<,r 0 ,'k'u and th ' peasaws cod !bc vast masses 
of 'be Hyderabad State 

Thc pnnce, y State of Hyderabad was divided 


with three linguistic regions— Telangana, 
Marathwada and Karaatak In these regions 
the Andhra Mahasabha in Telangana, the 
Maharashtra Parishad in Marathwada and 
theKarnatak Conference in Karnataka were 
striving for establishing civil rights and 
responsible government 
By the formation of the Hyderabad 
State Congress, the activities of these three 
associations were merged into it and they 
became component parts of the Congress The 
activities of the State Congress had to reach 
every nook and corner of the State Swamiji 
who had an active part to play, naturally 
extended his activities to all parts of the State 
and his progressive ideas formed an echo in 
the hearts of the people all over the State The 
socio-economic problems, which took an acute 
and accentuated form in Telangana required 
the dynamic leadership of Swamiji who kept 
himself m constant touch with the suffering 
people In Kamatak, the young workers who 
received guidance from Swamiji, spread them- 
selves in the whole region and earned the 
message of freedom and stirred up the people, 
to a new awareness of their rights Thus the 
foundations of a new movement under the State 
Congress were firmly laid The late Shri J K 
Pranesacbarya was primarily responsible for 
creating an joung and enthusiastic cadre of 
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Swamiji at present is my senior colleague in 
the Maharashtra State Khadi &. Gramodyog 
Mandal I often avail of his advice, guidance 
and I have found that hi*= views have always 
been unprejudiced and thoroughly balanced 
I have found that he has the highest regard for 
public funds and takes great care in the utilisa- 
tion thereof He is a leading figure in the 
Hyderabad Khadi Samiti, functioning in 
Andhra, Karnatak and Maharashtra State In 
its rural reconstruction programme his views 
have all along been well considered and in 
keeping with the spirit of Gandhian ideology 
His attitude has all along been both construe 
tive and tolerant 

Swaimjt’s services to Maharashtra during 
Samyukta Maharashtra movement can be said 
to be unforgetable He, I was observing from 
a respectable distance, was determined in de 
mand and disciplined in demanding His 
approach as a prominent leader of ex Hydera 
bad territory of present Maharashtra was very 
helpful in integrating Marathi speaking people 
into one homogeneous State 

It is not enough to pay tribute to him and 
offer paper pra>ers to God Almighty to grant 
him long and healthy life of a hundred or more 
years -which I heartily do man humble spirit - 
but my generation is in duty bound to imbibe 
the spirit of his generation - 1 must say the 
spirit of pristine purity in our public life It is 
the need of the hour Simple living high thin- 
king respect and care for public funds disinte- 
rested sen ice for the cause of the ooor scry 
clear conception of public service conscious 


attempt for a spiritual assent, and, above all, 
sacrifice of self interest and renunciation of 
everything in the cause of humanity These are 
the gacets of this purity with purpose What a 
grand ideal ! The path of public service in 
social life and even in politics as a means to 
spiritual progress - this is the core of this ideal 

This new conception of spirituality has been 
the guiding star of the last eighty years of 
Indian life When one is reminded of great 
men of the last four or five generations who 
lived and died for these ideals, one is struck 
with wonder and stands amazed, gazing at the 
azure dome of Indian public life where Swami 
Ramknshna, Swami Vivekananda, Swami 
Ramtirth, Sri Rabindranath Tagore Lokmanya 
Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi and a host of 
others shine bright like a thousand Suns, 

*TT It 

If the light of thousand Suns would simul- 
taneously blaze in the heavens, that would be 
comparable to the glory of these great souls 

Swami Ramananda Tirth is a bright morning 
star in this galaxy on the horizon of Hyderabad 
With clear calm bright light that never fades 
with age nor dazzles with knowledge, the eyes 
of common men like me With soothing silent 
sen ice enlivening love, he leads us on the 
right path He kindles with Ins kindness 
lampada , Mtal lamp of heroic strugele in the 
hearts of the younger generation May God, 
the Almighty bless him with long and happy 
life' 



Swamiji w„h Members of the Work.ng Commmee, Hyderabad SM. Congress, 1947-4S 
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workers in Kamatak who played a magnificent 
role during the Satyagraha movement organised 
by the State Congress The response from the 

people was spontaneous m Karnatak and the 

spirit of sacrifice among them was no less than 
that exhibited in other parts-Telangana and 
Marathwada It was far beyond our expecta- 
tions Till then we did not assess properly 
the strength, determination and devotion of 
Kannadigas 

I was arrested before the Satyagraha move 
ment was actually started m 1947 I was in 
the Central Jail of Gulbarga with my colleague 
Shn K Mallappa for sometime During that 
period, having been deprived of freedom we 
were obsessed with a sense of helplessness We 
could do nothing except to watch how our 
people in Karnatak responded to the call of 
the Congress It thrilled us to know that our 
people were responding splendidly despite the 
brutalities of the administration and the 
atrocious conduct of the Razakars Batches 
after batches of Satyagrahis poured into the 
jail carrying tales of inhuman persecution and 
deeds or heroism of the Satyagrahis The 
satyagraha movement grew into the dimensions 
of a tremendous people s movement and the 
strides it took Kept our spirits up We pond 
crcd over the root cause for this magnificent 
response to the call of the Congress We could 
discover the secret of this tremendous response 
only when we were all released after the police 
action and once a jam we were free to go 
about and mix with the people 

Sometime after the Police action we orga 
niied a lour for Swnmi Ramanand Tirtha who 
was then the President or the State Congress. 
The tour has a splendid success Thoumands 
of people thronged to the meetings nnd people 
la sil age* wai ed patiently to hear hint even 
when we couM not Keep to the schedule. 


reaching the meeting places late in the night. 
People, young and old, men, women and 
children, even without taking food, waited for 
hours to listen to Swamiji People were inspired 
by his message He told them that under 
Congress rule, the soil would belong to the 
tiller and the distinction between the poor and 
the rich would disappear He exhorted people 
to discard ill-will and wanted them to tiy to 
eradicate the curse of untouchabihty People 
heard him with great attention and frequently 
applauded him when he condemned Social 
barriers and economic discrimination 
The Kamatak region of Hyderabad was 
industrially backward But there were many 
big Zamindars who were mostly absentee 
landlords The tenants suffered from jnsecu 
nty of tenancy and they had to depend on the 
mercy of the landlords They were liable to 
ejection according to the whims and fancies of 
the landlord This state of affairs brought 
about the economic rum of the tenants who 
formed the bulk of the population I well 
remember how a whole village came to receive 
Swamiji It was a Jagir village and all the 
people were utterly poor They told Sw amij* 
in one voice that they all hoped that under the 
leadership of Swamiji thev, who were all 
tenants would become owners of the soil they 
tilled It was the grim determination of the 
people which had nourished and strcnglhend 
the State Congress and this we found was the 
secret of the success of the movement over 
whtch wc pondered tn the jail \\c were 
moved by the sight of these impovernhed 
people and we gave them the assurance that 
very soon the Jagirdarl and the Zamlndarl 
System would be abolished and there would 
be security of tenure and the tiller would he 
the owner of the soil 

Thus the subsequent developments In the 
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political set-up of the State, ushered in a new 
era of democratic government in the State 
People for the first time sent their chosen 
representatives to the State Assembly The 
Congress commanded a majority in the Assemly 
and the first Congress Ministry was swom-in 
on 6th March, 1952, with Sbn B Ramaknshna 
Rao as the Chief Minister 
The first and the foremost task before us 
was to fulfil our pledges to the people These 
pledges refer to land legislation, mainly In 
the whole country administered by the 
Congress, the daring step of fixing land ceiling, 
was undertaken in Hyderabad State through 
the dynamic leadership of Swamiji The result 


was the enactment known as the Hyderabad 
Tenancy and Agricultural Lands Act” 
To Swamiji goes the credit, mainly, for this 
radical and progressive legislation 

The people of Kainatak, especially the poor 
and downtrodden, remember Swamiji with 
gratitude as their benefactor, their leader and 
their guide May I convey to him on this 
august occasion of his completion of sixty 
years, the inestimable love and affection which 
people of Karnataka bear for him and may 
I also wish him many more years of useful, 
patriotic service to the country and the people 
amidst whom he worked during the best part 
of his life 
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had approached several leading personalities of 
Hyderabad and requested them to take up the 
lead of the movement and ultimately he was 
successful in pursuading Sri Govindrao Nanai 
a veteran leader from Marathwada and the first 
President of Maharashtra Conference to lead 
the movement and become the first President 
of Hyderabad State Congress It is not 
necessary here to give the details of the 
movement It is sufficient to say that the move 
ment was duly conducted for a couple of 
months and was suspended under the advice of 
Mahatma Gandhi It was not expected that 
merely on account of this movement the ban 
would be lifted and it so happened that through 
the mediation of Mahatma Gandhi although 
the Satyagrahis were released after a few 
months, the ban on the State Congress con 
tinued for several years 
If we review the political events from 1918 
to 1938, we would find that the attemps made 
for the political rights of the people were so 
far at random and were not supported by any 
determinauon Every time an attempt was 
made, it was given up merely because it was 
opposed by the Government The methods 
employed were of working on the least resi- 
stance and our political actions were restricted 
to representations and negotiauons Generally 
any work involving risk was avoided This 
had produced a disastrous result Government 
had become more and more tyrannical and was 
determined to crush all democratic aspirations 
of the people Since the year 1929 even non- 
political activities had to be carried on with the 
permission and under the supervision of the 
authorities Social and educational meetings 
and even schools and libraries were covered by 
the notorious circular No 53 of 1929 
It should be said to the credit of Sri Madapati 
Hanmanthrao that he tried to organise the 


people in Telengana in the form of Andhra 
Mahasabha and achiev-d a great success The 
Mahasabha was for all intents and purposes a 
non- political organisation and yet it had pro- 
vided a forum for all the public men in 
Telengana to meet together and discuss 
problems of public interest It was necessary 
for Sri M Hanmanthrao to exert a great deal 
for this organisation and he was only able to 
bmld it with great patience tenacity and 
determination This was a great work of 
fundamental importance and ultimately helped 
the Hyderabad State Congress as it would be 
seen later Andhra Mahasabha Was emulated 
in course of time m the regions of Karnatak 
and Marathwada as well and by the year 1937, 
all the three regional conferences were fully 
working Although Swamiji had not joined 
any of these conferences, he was sympathetic 
with them and was m close contact with their 
working Even when Swatmji had not joined 
the political field he was present in the first 
session of Maharashtra Conference at Partur 
and was immensely benefited with the contact 
with new young workers who had met together 
for the first time At the second session of the 
Maharashtra Conference at Latur there was a 
great hitch between the organisers of the Con- 
ference and the authorities and the conference 
had been abruptly closed as a protest, as it was 
interfered with by the District Collector It 
was in this session that Swamiji was appointed 
as a convener of the Special Sub-Committee 
which has already been referred to 
When the Satyagraha of 1938 was over, 
some people who had connections with the 
Regional Conferences had begun to work 
through them as before This was not approv- 
ed by some of the State Congress workers 
However the view prevailed that even when the 
Hyderabad State Congress was illegal it would 


SWAMIJI’S ROLE IN THE FORMATION OF 
HYDERABAD STATE CONGRESS 


The idea of the Hyderabad State Congress 
as a statewide noncomraunal political organi- 
sation was conceived early in 1938, by some 
prominent public leaders in the city of 
Hyderabad Swamiji was not one of them He 
was also not a membe 1 - of the Provisional 
Committee which was formed to enrol primary 
members and to take further necessary steps 
for the regular formation of the organisation 
Swamiji had enrolled himself as a primary 
member along with many of us It was decided 
that a general body meeting should meet on 
9th September 38 to adopt a constitution and 
elect the office-bearers of this orgamsation 
Prior to this meetug a notification was issued 
by the Nizam s Government through which the 
formation of the State Congress was banned 
under Public Safety Regulations The meeting 
was, therefore, postponed and for a time to 
come a number of representations and negotia 
tions were carried on with the authorities 
Swamiji had by then shifted his headquarters 
to Hyderabad as convener of a Special Sub- 
Committee appointed by the Maharashtra 
Conference at Latur The Sub-Committee 
was intended to deal with the problem of Civil 
Liberties in Hyderabad State Swamiji had 
long before he accepted this responsibility 
studied the political situation in the State and 
also had thought over the general approach 
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that he should adopt for the improvement of 
the situation He had also contacted several 
public men and a number of active workers 
had pledged to him that they would willingly 
join any movement on the lines of a peaceful 
satyagraha to vindicate the rights of the 
people 

When the State Congress was banned and 
when it was found that there were no hopes of 
the removal of the ban through negotiations, 
Swamiji felt after necessary consultation with 
other members of the Sub-Committee that the 
cause of the Hyderabad State Congress would 
be a basic and a very important issue for any 
popular movement as visualised by him His 
attitude encouraged several workers who were 
connected with the Provisional Committee of 
State Congress and it was mainly through the 
attempts made by Swamiji that ultimately the 
Provisional Committee accepted m principle 
that there was no other way except the one of 
a satyagraha movement I was in those days 
very closely connected with Swamiji and can 

ert w«th confidence that he never aspired to 
be a leader of the movement nor did he want 
to come to line light He was however, very 
insistent that the opportunity should not be 
given up and he thought that it was a great 
challenge to the people and it should be accept 
ed with all the strength that we can have He 
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had approached several leading personalities of 
Hyderabad and requested them to take up the 
lead of the movement and ultimately he was 
successful in pursuading Sn Govmdrao Nanai 
a veteran leader from Marathwada and the first 
President of Maharashtra Conference to lead 
the movement and become the first President 
of Hyderabad State Congress It is not 
necessary here to give the details of the 
movement It is sufficient to say that the move 
ment was duly conducted for a couple of 
months and was suspended under the advice of 
Mahatma Gandhi It was not expected that 
merely on account of this movemeat the ban 
would be lifted and it so happened that through 
the mediation of Mahatma Gandhi although 
the Satyagrahis were released after a few 
months, the ban on the State Congress con 
tinued for several years 
If we review the political events from 1918 
to 1938, we would find that the attemps made 
for the political rights of the people were so 
far at random and were not supported by any 
determmaUon Every time an attempt was 
made, it was given up merely because it was 
opposed by the Government The methods 
employed were of working on the least resi- 
stance and our political actions were restricted 
to representations and negotiations Generally 
any work involving risk was avoided This 
had produced a disastrous result Government 
had become more and more tyrannical and was 
determined to crush all democratic aspirations 
of the people Since the year 1929 even non- 
political activities had to be carried on with the 
permission and under the supervision of the 
authorities Social and educational meetings 
and even schools and libraries were covered by 
the notorious circular No 53 of 1929 
It should be said to the credit of Sri Madapali 
Hanmanlhrao that he tried to organise the 


people in Telengana in the form of Andhra 
Mahasabha and achieved a great success The 
Mahasabha was for all intents and purposes a 
non-political organisation and yet it had pro- 
vided a forum for all the public men in 
Telengana to meet together and discuss 
problems of public interest It was necessary 
for Sri M Hanmanthrao to exert a great deal 
for this organisation and he was only able to 
bmld it with great patience tenacity and 
determination This was a great work of 
fundamental importance and ultimately helped 
the Hyderabad State Congress as it would be 
seen later Andhra Mahasabha was emulated 
in course of time m the regions of Kamatak 
and Marathwada as well and by the year 1937, 
all the three regional conferences were fully 
working Although Swamiji had not joined 
any of these conferences, he was sympathetic 
with them and was in close contact with their 
working Even when Swamiji had not joined 
the political field he was present in the first 
session of Maharashtra Conference at Partur 
and was immensely benefited with the contact 
with new young workers who had met together 
for the first time At the second session of the 
Maharashtra Conference at Latur there was a 
great hitch between the organisers of the Con- 
ference and the authorities and the conference 
had been abruptly closed as a protest, as it was 
interfered with by the District Collector It 
was in this session that Swamiji was appointed 
as a convener of the Special Sub-Committee 
which has already been referred to 
When the Satyagraha of 1938 was over, 
some people who had connections with the 
Regional Conferences bad begun to work 
through them as before This was not approv- 
ed by some of the State Congress workers 
However the view prevailed that even when the 
Hyderabad State Congress was illegal it would 
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be proper for congressmen to work through 
the Regional bodies, organise the people and 
gradually strengthen them which would ulti 
mately strengthen the State Congress Swamiji 
also accepted this view and although he kept 
himself aloof from the Regional Conferences 
formally, he continued the live contacts with 
field workers, looked into their difficulties and 
tried to solve them as much as he could His 
motto was Take care of the workers and they 
will take care of the work 
Sn Govmdrao Nanai the first President of 
State Congress was after a few months of the 
release unable to move on account of illhealth 
and entrusted the work of State Congress to 
Swamiji and thus Swamiji worked thereafter as 
the torch-bearer of the State Congress The 
Regional Conferences also gradually gave a 
political bias to their working Resolutions 
for removing the ban on the State Congress 
were passed by all the three Conferences and 
ultimately they had even adopted Responsi 
ble Government as their ideal A Small 
Coordination Committee was also formed of 
all these three Conferences and it was thought 
necessary that if the ban on the State Congress 
was not removed all these three conferences 
should form mto Hyderabad State Peoples 
Conference as a one single body 
After the first Satyagraha in 1938 Swamiji 
with blessings of Mahatma Gandhi offered an 
} individual satyagraha in 1940 and was followed 
by a few individual satyagrahis with the per 
mission of Mahatma Gandhi After a few 
months of the release from jail the Quit India 
movement began in 1942 and Swamiji and 
*om* others were arrested and detained by the 
Government Ultimately when the Cons'rva 
tire Party of Great Britan w as throw n out by 
the people and the Labour Party was brought 


to power there was a great change m the policy 
regarding India Negotiations for transfer of 
power began with the leaders of the Congress* 
and thus it was m 1946 that the ban on the 
State Congress was removed 
The Regional Conferences had already 
developed psychologically as parts of the 
Hyderabad State Congress It was not there- 
fore difficult for them to get themselves merged 
in the State Congress organisation The State 
Congress was in exile for about eight years, 
and yet after the lifting of the ban, it could 
dev elop within a short period as fully wide- 
spread and well organised body having Taluk 
& District branches as working units It was 
possible only on account of the well selected 
cadre of workers in all the three regions and 
Swamiji as a joining link Some of them were 
working os Taluk or District Organisers and 
had built up their contacts with the agn 
cultumts by taking up their problems of day 
today difficulties 

The need of public Iffc in Hyderabad was a 
determined team of workers who would be 
devoted to public cause and prepared to take 
risks involved ta such a work The role played 
by Swamiji was thus a very unique and vital 
one He was the vanguard of the public 
movement in Hyderabad and had moulded the 
organisation in such a manner that it could 
successfully meet any challenge from the side 
or the Government and was boldly prepared 
for the last phase of the freedom struggle But 
for Swamiji 1 very much doubt whether the 
spirit of sacrifice and courage whi h was 
evinced by the people would have been found 
at all This is a contribution of the highest 
iraportan e which he has made and cannot be 
forgotten by anybody connected with the 
public life of the then Hyderabad State 


SWAMIJI : A KARMA YOGI 


Dr G S MELKOTE, M p. 

Swami Ramananda Tirtha will be completing 
60, on 3rd October 1963 He is a Sanyasi, a 
Karma Yogi, a personality who conjures up in 
our minds many acts of valour, of a non-violent 
type, of unexpected grit, of hard and sincere 
work and suffering, in the cause of the freedom- 
struggle in India, and in breaking up the shackles 
of a feudal regime m the ex-Hyderabad State, 
with the ultimate objective of building up a 
democratic government and ultimately to merge 
the State as a unit of India, as well as to split 
it up and to realign it with the contiguous 
linguistic units In all this, after tremendous 
sacrifices and travail he succeeded in all his 
attempts What a stupendous task this * 
Today, one may or one may not agree to what 
all has transpired since Independence, but no 
one can deny Swamiji the credit for all this 
splendid achievement, so well and nobly 
performed' All glory to him, and therefore, let 
ire join the people in offering him on this day 
many healthy years of useful life w die 
service of the Nation 

I have had occasions to live with Swamiji for 
a number of years and had t^e privilege to 
work with him for more than 25 years I had 
the pleasure to be his jail-mate twice, when 
one could watch one at \ery clo^e quarters 
This has enabled me to know and understand 
Swamiji better and which has emboldened me 


to say a few words about him today 
In the march of historic events in India, we 
find Hyderabad what it is today. Those of us 
who are older than 20 years, know of another 
Hyderabad, the ex-Hyderabad, and its State 
To know the ‘why’ and ‘how’ the present change 
took place is to know the ex-Hyderabad State, 
the then Government and its policies and the 
many men of that time and the part they 
played but of them all the one man to whom 
all credit and glory for working up this change 
to fruition i e , to obtain to the people the right 
to organise a representative democratic 
government as a unit of the federal government 
of India, and then the splitting up of the old 
State to jom the natural linguistic areas of the 
neighbouring ones, falls to the lot of Swami 
Ramananda Tirtha To the people of Hyder- 
abad, after the Police Action he was the 
‘uncrowned king' of the State 

Swami Ramananda Tirtha competes 60 years 
of a devoted active life During this period 
of 60 years we witnessed India wage many a 
non-violent struggle under the superb leader- 
ship of Mahatma Gandhi, to break the shackles 
the British had forged, and India ultimately 
succeeded m getting Independence on 1 5th 
August 1947 The final struggle to get Inde 
pendence was the famous Quit India movement’ 
of 1942, the biggest struggle and it extended to 
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time m furthering the cause of Khadi and in 
accordance with the advice of Vmobaji he has 
been serving the cause of Sarvodaya and 
Bhoodan The Hyderabad Khadi Samiti has 
been developed by him, leaps and bounds and 
Swamiji, as its Chairman, has been able to 
extend its activities to many villages both in 
Andhra and Marathwada The total produc- 
tion and sale of Khadi, now stands at above 
2 crores of rupees, per annum, and the workers 
emploed m the villages are about a lakh and 
the distribution of wages to the artisans in the 
rural sector comes up to about 30 lakhs of 
rupees per year Swamiji has been a member 
of the All-India Khadi Board for the past 
6 or 7 years To one who knows Swamiji, his 


intellect, his vigour the simplicity of his hfc 
the befriending of the needy and the poor and 
the dogged manner in which he pursues to 
bring to fruition the varied aspects of th e 
activities of the Nation, one could clearly 
discern now the immense good his entry in the 
political life of the ex-Hyderabad state has 
done to the public and also the useful work he 
is still doing, silently, and unobtrusively in the 
service of the Nation I said in the beginning 
Swamiji is a karma Yogi and Karma Yoga, is 
work done efficiently and correctly This is 
possible only when work is done willingly and 
selflessly Who else in Hyderabad can deserve 
this name belter than Swamiji All hail Swamyd 
Long live Swamiji 
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the whole of India including the native States, 
but the last struggle for the people of the 
States themselves was fought after India 
attained Independence in 1947, and this was 
the worst struggle, from every pont of view, 
that the people of Hyderabad had to wage 
against its autocratic feudalists government, 
whose existence and pattern was considered 
an anachronism Repression of the worst type 
was unleashed at that time, men and women 
courted imprisonment in their thousands, 
unheard of violence was allowed to be 
perpetrated inside the jails, and the civil laws 
had almost come to a stand-still In the face 
of this severe repression, if the people of 
Hyderabad emerged out of this fire unscathed, 
it was entirely due to the dynamic leadership 
offered by Swamiji who wore out his life in 
jail with thousands of others to see a 'glorious' 
Hyderabad ushered in, where people of all 
classes and creed could live as sisters and 
brothers with the fullest freedom to have a 
type of Government they desired, and in all 
this he ultimately succeeded on September 17, 
1948 I very well remember several incidents 
worth mentioning here but I shall speak of only 
one of them When Satyagrahi prisoners were 
allowed to be attacked inside the jails by the 
outside ruffians and people got panicky.Swamyi 
sent word to all, that nothing could make him 
cowdown and he would hold aloft the flag 
from inside the jail till victory was won or his 
body ceased to exist' What a tremendous faith 
and bravery* Hence the glory to bring about 
this culmination belongs to Swamiji to Swamiji 
alone, and to none else for it was he who as 
President of State Congress from 1942 to 1950, 

\ trained the youth to leadership, prepared the 
people m their thousands to face undaunted 
the might of the rulers But before he could 
take up this task he set an example in sacrifice 


and forutudc,by offering himself as an ordinan 
worker in the Hyderabad Congress S 3 t) 3 grahi 
of 1938, Individual Satjagraha of 1940 and 
the Quit India struggle of 1942 This set the 
pattern for others to follow In whatever be 
did, he sought the advice of leaders hl' c 
Mahatma ji and Panditji, and both of them gi' e 
him and the people, their best advice and 
support 

Swamiji is *i Sanjasi and dawns on ochre 
robe, as befitting his order He is of a moderate 
height, but lean, and appears to hate p°° r 
physique Ev ersrace I knew him in 1937, his 
health has continued to give his friends and 
admirers, cause for anxiety Many of us have 
often wondered when his physical frame would 
give in and it has been no small wonder to 
many of us that his activity, in spite of frailtv* 
surpasses our imagination I often wonder 
whether this activity is not due to the force of 
his self, which gives him the courage to face the 
inevitable and the inevitable itself seems to 
recede to the background being afraid of him 
A very well read man, an M A , trained under 
eminent leaders, worked m the Labour move- 
ment, he accepted the role of a Sanyasin n 
keeping with his grand father s trait, intensely 
devoted to higher ethical pnciples but untram- 
melled by orthodoxy, a voracious reader, who 
keeps himself well informed of the current 
national and international problems, with no 
family ties to bogg his career, Swamiji with 
his keen sense of personal discipline, moral 
vigour, intellectual acumen wide travel, exten- 
sive contact, and tours in the rural areas, and 
with a keen understanding of their problem 5 
entered the political field in Hyderabad in 193? 
and since then he has dominated it with n° 
rivals to match his grit, perseverence, sincerity, 
dogged will to surmount all obstacles 
thrown in his way, both by the Government 
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and the liberal leaders. Swamiji has had 
a varied career. The political unrest in India 
during his student days in 1920s, and the Poona 
and Bombay atmosphere helped in moulding 
his future, political career Even as a student he 
is said to have worked for a number of years as 
Secretary to the late Sn N.M. Joshi of Labour 
fame and therein obtained a first hand know- 
ledge of the Labour problems, particularly of 
the Textile workers in Bombay and Sholapur. 
His sympathies for the 'underdog' are therefore 
quite understandable During the intense 
tours he undertook in the Hyderabad State 
before and after Independence, he came into 
intimate contact with the Kisans, particularly 
in the Telengana area It was particularly in 
this area that the Communists were gaming a 
foothold The agrarian problem and the role 
played by the zamindars with the support of 
the then. Government gave a fillip to the 
activities of the Communists. Swamiji s severe 
and outspoken condemnation of the cruel 
deeds of the zamindars and the , repressive 
policies of the Government were at once taken 
full advantage of by the liberal sections, the 
zamindars and the then Government to dub 
his activities, and call him a communist. 
Swamiji worked on with greater zeal to expose, 
the pretensions of all these groups, and the 
hollow intentions ortheGovernmentas'saviours' 
of the downtrodden To mention about all 
these events would take pages and pages of 
writing but it must be said in all fairness to 
Swamiji that he was unswayed either by praise 
or unnerved by abuses but he coolly went about 
hts work and thus helped Hjderabad to end 
zimmdanand Jagtrdaris) stems and to get land 
reforms enacted to the benefit of tillers of 
the soil 

Swaniji is a great constructive worker He 
worked m a middle school at Hippcrga, n the 


Osmanabad District, and the first success he 
scored agamst the feudal government was to 
get the school recognised as a high school 
which permission was rarely given by the then 
Government, as they wanted severally to control 
the activities in the private schools Thereafter, 
after 1947, he did his best to have at Nanded a 
People’s College, started m 1951, a Science and 
Arts College, which is now considered one of 
the best colleges in that area His love and 
affection to the student population is proverbial. 
Students flock to him for help and advice even 
today After the break-up of the old Hyderabad 
State, and the merger of Marathwada with the 
Bombay State, he worked to help start Marath- 
wada University in 1957. In recognition of 
his services to education, Swamiji was nomi- 
nated as a permanent member of the Senate of 
the Osmama University since 1951. At the 
meetings of the Senate he participated briefly, 
but effectively, and to the point His advice 
and help is sought often limes even todaj 
Swamiji twice contested successfully to a 
seat in the Lok Sabha, from Gulberga and 
Aurangabad constituencies, and worked for a 
period of 10 years from 1952 to 1962 in the 
Lok Sabha It was a pleasure to hear people 
of all groups discuss his speeches in Parliament 
and praise him for their sobriety, practicable- 
ness, and comprehensive coverage He enhanced 
the usefulness of the Treasury benches and his 
advice was often sought by the elders The end 
of 1961 was an year of introspection to many 
a congressmen Though not observed, strictly 
as a ru’e, Congressmen who had put m a Ten 
>ear tenure, m the legislature, were expected to 
make room for others. Swamiji was one of 
the first to accept this salutar> rule, and hence, 
nt his own request, he was relieved 10 take to 
public work, outside the legislature Fora 
nu-nber of vears, he has been devoting all his 
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time in furthering the cause of Khadi and in 
accordance with the advice of Vmobaji he has 
been serving the cause of Sarvodaya and 
Bhoodan The Hyderabad Khadi Samiti has 
been developed by him, leaps and bounds and 
Swamiji, as its Chairman, has been able to 
extend its activities to many villages both in 
Andhra and Marathwada The total produc 
tion and sale of Khadi, now stands at above 
2 crores of rupees, per annum, and the workers 
emploed m the villages are about a lakh and 
the distribution of wages to the artisans m the 
rural sector comes up to about 30 lakhs of 
rupees per year Swamiji has been a member 
of the All-India Khadi Board for the past 
6 or 7 years To one who knows Swamiji, his 


intellect, his vigour the simplicity of his life 
the befriending of the needy and the poor and 
the dogged manner in which he pursues to 
bring to fruition the varied aspects of the 
activities of the Nation, one could clearly 
discern now the immense good his entry W the 
political life of the ex-Hyderabad state has 
done to the public and also the useful work he 
is still doing, silently, and unobtrusively in the 
service of the Nation I said in the beginning 
Swamiji is a Karma Yogi and Karma Yoga, is 
work done efficiently and correctly This is 
possible only when work is done willingly and 
selflessly Who else in Hyderabad can deserve 
this name better than Swamiji All hail Swamiji! 
Long live Swamiji 
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SwAMI Ramananda Tirtha’s name will the spirit. It is a call that only the worldly 


always be associated with the freedom of 
Hyderabad State and the liquidation of its 
autocratic rule. His name also will be linked 
^ith the formation of linguistic states, for the 
linguistic map could not be drawn without 
the disintegration of Hyderabad. Swamiji-the 
architect of Hyderabad’s freedom was also the 
person that saw to its disintegration. These 
*ere, in fact, almost his life purposes-I say 
almost because true Sanyasis in our land have 
a life purpose greater than even these. It was 
his rare good fortune to see his mission fulfilled 
during his lifetime. This was largely due to 
his singleness of purpose and his clinging 
devotion to the cause. And to attain these 
ends, the Hyderabad State Congress was his 

instrument. 

Swamiji was not a politician. Political life 
"as not the one of his choice. No doubt, he 
had worked with Sri N.M. Joshi-the father of 
the Indian Trade Union movement and had 
Jed a strike at Sholapur, but that was only a 
chapter in his life and he had turned a new 
page. By taking Sanyas, he had yielded to 
the inner call for renunciation and given it a 
physical stamp by putting on the saffron garb 
There was no turning back. Political life 
therefore was no career for him. He was 
drawn into the Political arena by the call of 


men can resist and he was not one of them. 
It was a call that a true Sanyasi could not 
resist. 

When the call came, Swamiji, was running 
a school at Mommabad, which by itself was 
an act of renunciation and defiance. The 
Nizam's Government of the time had not only 
denied freedom of press and association to its 
citizens, but even had put restrictions on the 
Educational activity of the people, and no 
pm ate school could be started without the 
permission of the Government. There was a 
great deal of discontent in the educated and 
pohucally conscious classes, and as Swamiji 
had successfully defied the Government, he 
was pressed to work in a wider field. In those 
days, the Educational Conferences and the 
regional conferences, with non-political aims 
were the forum for ventilating in a suppressed 
way the discontent that was spreading and 
there were few who had the courage to defy 
and face oppression. Swamiji \ery wisely 
resisted the temptation to take the easier way 
of working through the regional organisation 
of Maharashtra Conference and felt the need 
for an organisation that would cover the entire 
State Hyderabad State Congress on the lines 
of the Indian National Congress was thus 
concieved. 1937 & 1938, were important years 
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in the History of freedom movement of 
Hyderabad Political discontent was growing 
and seeking outlets for expression Provincial 
Governments were being formed in British 
India with provincial autonomy. Hyderabad 
State could not but feel the impact of thought 
currents from outside This only added to the 
restlessness Expression was sought through 
a demand for civil liberties in the Regional 
Conferences and by the formation of the 
Hindu Civil Liberties Union and the agitation 
by the Aryasamaj A sense of purpose and 
direction could be obtained by the formation 
of the Hyderabad State Congress for the 
attainment of Responsible Government under 
the aegis of the Nizam Hardly a Provisional 
Committee was formed and members enrolled, 
the Government of Hyderabad, soaked in the 
medueval concept of Government, came down 
with a bang and declared that Hyderabad 
State Congress, if formed, to be an unlawful 
association under the Public Safety Regulation 
It prefaced the order by stating that it had no 
objection to the establishment of political 
organisation provided these are on a strictly 
non-communal lines and have no affiliation 
outside the State In the Government's view, 
the movement ostensibly political in fact, 
was a cloak for subversive communal activities 
to which the prestige of the name * Congress" 
has been deliberately attached for misleading 
the public , and as an additional argument it 
added, that * some men associated with the 
organisation are communal *’ Thus has been 
the attitude ami approach of the Nizam's 
Government all through the eight years that 
the State Congress continued Its illegal existence 
under the ban-though In the meantime a global 
war had started and endeJ and the work! map 
redrawn Anyway, faced with dm order, some 
organisers were l-dmed to talc up ihc path 


of negotiation with the Government It was- 
at this critical moment of ' To be or not to be ** 
for the Congress that Swamiji stepped in and 
began an active role in its affairs 
Swamiji along with Sn A K Wagbmare and 
Sri D G Bindu and some other youngmen had 
taken a pledge in 1937 to sacrifice their all for 
the country's freedom The feeling among the 
younger generation was to reject Government s 
conditions for recognition They were ready 
to redeem the pledge and to offer Satyagraha 
Provisional Committee was dissolved, and a 
new Working Committee was formed with Sn 
Govindrao Nanai as the first President, and 
Messrs Ramknshna Dhoot, Janardhanrao 
Desai, Ravi Narain Reddy and Srmivasrao 
Bonkar as members Swann Ramananda 
Tirtba was selected as the first dictator to offer 
Satyagraha It was on the auspicious Diwafi 
day of 24tb October 1938 that Nanai formally 
announced me formation of the Hyderabad 
State Congresss and three days later on the 
27th October, Swamiji offerred Satyagraha 
and was quickly arrested In fact the whole 
Working Committee was put under arrest and 
prominent Congress workers like Sri M 
Ramchandrao, Sn D G Bindu and Sn H C 
Heda and others as well Thus began the 
formal association of Swamiji with the 
Hyderabad State Congress, which continued 
uninterrupted till its very end, when it faded 
away without any formal ceremony with the 
disintegration of the State. 

Swamiji was sentenced to eighteen months 
rigorous imprisonment for defying the ban on 
the Congress Amusmglv enough an additional 
charge was that he hid no^oitcnsible means of 
livelihood A Sanyasi whose philosophy and aim 
In life is one of non-posssession and entire 
dependence on Bh.ksha to be presen led with 
su Ji a charg* shows ihe technical approach of 
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the administration The formation of the 
•Congress and'Yhe satyagraba accompanying ll 
gave an impetus and direction to the movement 
an the country Students were greatly agitated 
One student, while being flogged continued to 
shout Vandemataram at every stroke and for 
bis courrge and patriotism was named as 
Vandemataram Ramchandra Rao, became the 
focus of Vande Mataram movement The jails 
began to get filled and the jail walls echoed 
vandemataram The prisons could not be 
silenced Flogging was resorted to, which led 
to hunger-strike After 3 days of hunger 
strike, the jailor was forced to come to an 
agreement with Swamiji and the prisoners were 
allowed to sing Vandemataram once before 
retiring though not all through the day The 
principle was conceded and that was the mam 
thing It was agitating other minds as well 
The Hindu Civil Liberties Union and the 
Arya Samaj were also carrying on Satyagraha 
and agitation from their platforms Pandit 
Narendraji-a courageous leader of the Arya 
Samaj had not only offerred satyagraba himself 
but had inspired thousands to offer satyagraha 
to defy the ban on the Congress The 
Government because of these conincidences 
was trying to dub the Congress movement as 
communal In order to avoid the confusion 
in public mind, Sri Nanai, on his release 
suspended the Satyagraha movement uncondi- 
tionally, on the advice of Gandhiji This led 
to the release of Swamiji 
The movement was suspended, Swamiji was 
released, but the ban on the Congress conti- 
nued An idea was sent flouting that the 
Government would recognise the organisation 
•f the name was changed The Working 
Committee moved to Sevagram and Gandhiji 
advised to continue negotiations believing as 
be did m gomg to the extreme limit in dealing 


with your adversary, of course without compro- 
mising with your principles After a great 
deal of heart searching, and hesitation, the 
name was changed into Hyderabad National 
Conference, and new members were also 
enrolled only to find the ban was not automa- 
tically lifted The Ittehad-ul-Musalmeen was 
to the Hyderabad State Congress, what the 
Muslim Leage was to the Indian National 
Congress It was a semi- Government wing 
in the organisational field It had objected to 
the name then, now it objected to its aim of 
responsible government New lamps for old 
is not always profitable Under Gandhyi's 
advice again, the Conference was dissolved 
and the original position restored Swamiji 
was General Secretary and the question was, 
what next now 7 

In the meanwhile there were some atrocities 
committed at Bidar, that was a subject of 
correspondence between Gandhiji and Sir 
Akbar Hydan-the Prime Minister of Hydera- 
bad and a judicial enquiry was demanded 
This agitated the public mind further There 
was a feeling of being restrained, and that the 
Indian National Congress was not doing as 
much for the people of the States as it should, 
which was partly true They believed Indian 
States were linked and dependent on British, 
India, and with the removal of British Govern- 
ment from the latter, the former would gain 
their freedom without a struggle Moreover, 
the issue before the National Congress was 
not one of Good Government or bad govern 
ment, but of a foreign government that is to 
be replaced by an Indian Government In 
Indian States, there were no foreign govern- 
ments They were only under foreign influ- 
ence, and while the Prime Ministers m 
Indian States were the real agents of the 
British, the targets of the popular movements 
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were the Maharajahs, men with more pomp 
than power, mere symbols without real autho- 
rity It was perhaps for arguments like these 
that the Indian National Congress never 
excited much the Indian States people to 
action 

Life has its own laws The Hyderabad 
Congress was pining and stmggleing to get 
into fresh air and its workers were getting 
restless for fight and action Gandhiji conti 
nued to advise caution He was examining 
their armour Did they believe in non-viol 
ence ? Have they the necessary strength to 
bear the cross He warned them that he will 
not interfere with Government for their release, 
and that they would be lost to the world 
There were men ready even for that And it 
was only after some more deliberation and 
examination that Swamiji was selected 
Gandhiji insisted that only very few would be 
permitted to offer satyagraha after Swamiji 
and that every one of those should get his 
approval He was leaning wore and more on 
the quality than on the number of satyagrahis 
After his return from Sevagram Swamiji 
wrote to Sri Akbar Hydan that Government 
had rejected every advance made by the 
Congress and no option was left except 
Satyagraha by him and a few others who 
believe in non-violence and willing to undergo 
any sacrifice He added we wanted to 
show that we have eschewed all violence and 
that our fight for responsible government 
under the aegis of Nizam has no place for ill 
will in it and thus it is a fight for all irrespec 
live of caste or creed In reply, the Police 
entered his house in the middle of the night of 
11th November 1940 arrested him drove 
hundred miles awa> to the Nizamabad jail 
where he was detained for another fifteen 
months und*r the Public Secuntics Regulation 


After release the same problem faced him,, 
for the ban on the Congress continued 
Gandhiji advised patience, as he was contem 
plating an All-India struggle for freedom The 
States Peoples Conference met and declared 
loyalty to the free India It was there that 
Sn Nanai agreed to launch a movement but 
as his health was failing, he delegated all the 
powers of the President to Swamiji On 18 th 
January 1942 Swamiji wrote to the Nizam but 
he was arrested before the letter could be 
delivered as the Hyderabad Government was 
well informed about his every move It was 
delivered by Dr G S Melkote who was also 
arrested in his turn Here Swamiji amended 
the demands It was Responsible Govt with 
a declaration of readiness to join as a unit of 
the Union of India The emphasis had shifted 
to all India plane It was at an opportune 
time for the Quit India Resolution of the 
National Congress was interpreted by some as 
'Azad Hyderabad’, Independent of the rest 
of India The movement continued Sn 
Govinddas Shroff in Marathwada, Sn Jamala 
puram Keshavrao in Telengana and Sn Jagan 
natharao Chandraki in the Karnatak were 
building up resistance and the strength of the 
State Congress for the more bitter struegle of 
1946-47 Swamiji remained in Jail for another 
sixteen months for the Hyderabad Govt did 
not believe in the British India formula of six 
months 

After his release he found most of the All- 
India leaders behind bars and he had to give 
little time to pick up the threads contact the 
workers and devote some time propagating 
and organising It is only after their release 
that the States People s Conference met at 
Srinagar voder the Presidentship of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru to deliberate on the next 


step in the struggle, decided to face struggle 
again if ban is not lifted 

Meanwhile the world situation had changed 
War was over and won, and the British 
Government was eager to negotiate with the 
National Congress The ban on the All India 
Congress was lifted Hyderabad also lifted 
the ban on the A I C C but not on the State 
Congrfcss It continued to insist on the change 
of name apd also its aim, from responsible 
government through peaceful and legitimate 
means to constitutional means so as to 
eliminate the use of the weapon of satyagraha, 
further it wanted an affirmation of personal 
allegiance to the Ruler All these conditions 
Swamiji m the name of the Hyderabad State 
Congress totally rejected, and sent notices to 
call a meeting in open defiance His demand 
for the unconditional lifting of the ban was 
finally accepted on 21st March 46, after a 
struggle of eight years 

There Was a feeling of triumph with the 
recognition but with it also there was a sense 
of greater responsibility Paradoxically enough, 
while the tension in British India was slacken- 
ing, due to Cabinet Mission plans and 
negotiations at other levels, the tension in the 
State was increasing The British Goverment 
had one plan for British India and another for 
Indian States They wanted to create one 
other sector of the so called Independent 
Indian States Nizam's dream of an indepen 
dent realm of his own and the Ittehadi-Musal- 
meen fascist activities and their battle cry of 
Azad Hyderabad fitted like a glove with their 
scheme It satisfied the ego of the Nizam and 
the Ittehad by making them believe that the 
idea was their own, e\en thoug Travancore 
had advocated this idea of independence before 
them And the sabre rattling of the Ittehad 
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and the show of concern about it by the British 
covered up all their designs 
The Hyderabad State Congress passed a 
resolution regretting the stand taken by the 
Nizam and called upon the people to become 
the architects of their objective of Responsible 
Government integrated to the structure of the 
Indian Union It gave all powers to the 
Working Committee to take all necessary 
action for the achievement of its objective 
This led to rumours of arrest, and a wild 
attack by the Ittehad which was becoming a 
growing menace The Working Commmntee 
met at Bombay and formed a Committee of 
Action with Messrs D G Bmdu J K Prane- 
shacharya Govinddas Shroff and Jamlapuram 
Keshavrao as Us members Thus penniless, 
with an office outside the State, equipped with 
no arms, equipped only with a desire for 
freedom, these gentlemen launched their final 
struggle for liberty with Swann Ramananda 
Tirtha their general m the first rank of the 
battle array He went to Hyderabad and 
launched the mevement by Join the Indian 
Union Day There were processions, lathi- 
charges and arrests in the districts Ho moved, 
to districts but at Madira, he was not allowed 
to address and taken into custody and 
brought back to H>derabad On the 1 5th of 
August 1947, he was to hoist the national 
flag that Pandit Nehru had given him for that 
purpose, butin the middle of the same night 
while the rest of India was going mad with 
joy because of the advent of Independence, 
Swamiji was clapped in jail for asking for 
freedom The flag was hoisted by others, and 
in more than one place with the leadermjail & 
the Committee of Action outside the fronti-rs, 
the movement gamed strength and within two 
months as many as 21,000 were arrested. 
Inside the jail pressures were brought on him 
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were the Maharajahs, men with more pomp 
than power, mere symbols without real autho- 
rity It was perhaps for arguments like these 
that the Indian National Congress never 
excited much the Indian States people to 
action 

Life has its own laws The Hyderabad 
Congress was pining and struggling to get 
into fresh air and its workers were getting 
restless for fight and action Gandhiji conti 
nued to advise caution He was examining 
their armour Did they believe in non-viol 
ence ? Have they the necessary strength to 
bear the cross. He warned them that he will 
not interfere with Government for their release, 
and that they would be lost to the world 
There were men ready even for that And it 
W3s only after some more deliberation and 
examination that Swamiji was selected 
Gandhiji insisted that only very few would be 
permitted to offer satyagraha after Swamiji 
and that every one of those should get his 
approval He was leaning more and more on 
the quality than on the number of satyagrahis 
After his return from Sevagrara, Swamiji 
wrote to Sri Akbar Hydari that Government 
had rejected every advance made by the 
Congress, and no option was left except 
Satyagraha by him and a few others, * who 
believe in non-violence and willing to undergo 
any sacrifice ' He added "we wanted to 
show that wc have eschewed all violence and 
that our fight for responsible government 
under the aegis of Nizam has no place for ill 
will in it and thus it is a fight for all irrespec- 
tive of caste or creed ’ In reply, the Police 
entered his house in the middle of the night of 
1 1th November 1940, arrested him, drove 
hundred miles awa> to the Nizamabad jail 
where he was dcialncd for another fifteen 
months under the Public Securities Regulation 


After release the same problem faced him, 
for the ban on the Congress continued 
Gandhiji advised patience, as he was contem- 
plating an All-India struggle for freedom The 
States Peoples' Conference met and declared 
loyalty to the free India It was there that 
Sri Nanai agreed to launch a movement but 
as bis health was failing, he delegated all the 
powers of the President to Swamiji On I8th 
January 1942 Swamiji wrote to the Nizam but 
he was arrested before the letter could be 
delivered as the Hyderabad Government was 
well informed about his every move It was 
delivered by Dr G S Melkote who was also 
arrested m his turn Here Swamiji amended 
the demands It was Responsible Govt with 
a declaration of readiness to join as a unit of 
the Union of India. The emphasis had shifted 
to all-India plane It was at an opportune 
time, for the ' Quit India" Resolution of the 
National Congress was interpreted by some as 
Azad Hyderabad’, Independent of the rest 
of India The movement continued Sn 
Govinddas Shroff in Marathwada, Sri Jamala- 
puram Keshavrao in Telengana and Sri Jagan- 
natharao Chandraki in the Karnatak were 
building up resistance and the strength of the 
State Congress, for the more bitter struggle of 
1946-47 Swamiji remained m Jail for another 

sixteen months, for the Hyderabad Govt did 

not believe in the British India formula of six 


months 

After his release he found most of the All- 
India leaders behind bars, and he had to give 
little time to pick up the threads, coniact t e 
workers and devote some time props gal 1 S 
and organising It is only after their re ease 
that the States People s Conference met ■ * 
Srinagar under the Presidentship of a 
Jawaharbl Nehru to deliberate on the next 
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step in the struggle, decided to face struggle 
again if ban is not lifted 

Meanwhile the world situation had changed 
War was over and won, and the British 
Government was eager to negotiate with the 
National Congress The ban on the All India 
Congress was lifted Hyderabad also lifted 
the ban on the A I C C but not on the State 
Congrtss It continued to insist on the change 
of name and also its aim, from responsible 
government through peaceful and legitimate 
means to constitutional means, so as to 
eliminate the use of the weapon of satyagraha, 
further it wanted an affirmation of personal 
allegiance to the Ruler All these conditions 
Swamiji in the name of the Hyderabad State 
Congress totally rejected, and sent notices to 
call a meeting in open defiance His demand 
for the unconditional lifting of the ban was 
finally accepted on 21 st March 46, after a 
struggle of eight years 

There was a feeling or triumph with the 
recognition but with it also there was a sense 
of greater re>ponsibihty Paradoxicall) enough, 
while the tension in British India was slacken- 
ing due to Cabinet Mission plans and 
negotiations at other levels, the tension in the 
State was increasing The British Goverment 
had one plan for British India and another for 
Indian Stales They wanted to create one 
other sector of the so called Independent 
Indian States Nizam s dream of an indepen- 
dent realm of his own and the Ittehadi Musal- 
raeen fascist activities and their battle cry of 
Azad Hjderabad fitted like a glove with their 
scheme It satisfied the ego of the Nizam and 
the Ittehad hj making them believe that the 
idea was their own, even thoug Travancore 
had advocated this idea of independence before 
them And the sabre rattling of the Ittehad 


and the show of concern about it by the British 
covered up all their designs 
The Hyderabad State Congress passed a 
resolution regretting the stand taken by the 
Nizam and called upon the people to become 
the architects of their objective of Responsible 
Government integrated to the structure of the 
Indian Union It gave all powers to the 
Working Committee to take all necessary 
action for the achievement of its objective 
This led to rumours of arrest, and a wild 
attack by the Ittehad which was becoming a 
growing menace The Working Commmittee 
met at Bombay and formed a Committee of 
Action with Messrs D G Bindu J K Prane- 
shacharya Govinddas Shroff and Jamlapuram 
Keshavrao as its members Thus penniless, 
with an office outside the State, equipped with 
no arms, equipped only with a desire for 
freedom, these gentlemen launched their final 
struggle for liberty with Swami Ramananda 
Tirtha their general m the first rank of the 
battle array He went to Hyderabad and 
launched the mevement by Join the Indian 
Union Day There were processions, lathi 
charges and arrests in the districts Ho moved, 
to districts but at Madira he was not allowed 
to address and taken into custody and 
brought back to Hyderabad On the 15th of 
August 1947, he was to hoist the national 
flag that Pandit Nehru had given him for that 
purpose, but in the middle of the same night 
while the rest of India was going mad with 
joy because of the advent of Independence, 
Swamyi was clapped in jail for asking for 
freedom The flag was hoisted by others, and 
in more than one place with the leader m jail & 
the Committee of Action outside the frontiers, 
the movement gained strength and within two 
months as many as 21,000 were arrested. 
Inside the jait pressures were brought on htm 
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and attempts were made to get his cooperation 
in some new scheme of Government He had 
already conducted the boycott of Ayengaf 
Committee reforms, which had introduced thtf 
element of functional representation which 
could have had the virtue of being free from 
communahsm but even that good was tafcert 
away by injecting m it the concept of commu 
nal parity and communal electo-ate He 
reiected all such advances by Mr Laik All 
and his agents He was not made of a stuff 
that would yield to any cir^e s songs Unfortu* 
nately, outside jail, one congressman was 
pursuaded to accept a place in the Cabinet 
Some people believe they can do some good 
from within 

Govt of India was seeking a peaceful 
solution of the Hyderabad problem Ministers 
changed but the problem remained negotiations 
seemed to be endless At last a Standstill 
Agreement was signed on the 29th of Novem 
bcr 1947, and Swamiji was released 

Swamiji was not happy with what he saw 
outside The Ittehad was becoming a 

by itself and Kasim Razvi andthe Ittehad 
was creating an atmosphere of terror all 
through the State He left Hyderabad and after 
meeting the leaders at Delhi and his Committee 
of Action returned to Hyderabad as a man 
burdened with care but with a new resolve He 
wrote to the Nizam on. 23rd January 48 reite 
rating the Congress stand about .Responsible 
Government and Integration pointing out that 

belabouring of Satyagrahis in Nizamabad jail 
and atrocities at Bibmagar is a stigma to the 
Ruler and would be disastrous to the State * 
He asked that such atrocities arc stopped and 
enquiry commission appointed He stressed 
that the people were tired of the domination of 
the Ittehadul Musalmecn This led to his arrest 
once again 


The Ittehad was becoming more and more 
intolerant It was also the Govt of the da> 
Insecurity increased, and people fled from the 
State Terror was jn the air Even a Muslim- 
Shocbulla Khan was murdered in cold blood 
for advocating integration of the Hjderabad 
State with India Pressure mounted on Govt 
of India for Police Action in Hyderabad It 
was on 13th Sept 1948 that Indian Military 
marched m ind 4 days later, the Nizam 
surrendered 

Swamiji was released but he would not leave 
the jail alone and leave his comrades b-hind 
He was told that he was being released on the 
orders of the Govt of India and his presence 
was required to pacify the people People who 
have been suffering so long might in their 
anger over reach the bounds Communal 
excesses did follow The Military Governor 
General Chaudhari tried his utmost to hold 
the balance tven and the city maintained a 
great deal of tranquility, the Ittehad that had 
equipped it' people for victory had not equip- 
ped them for adversity The result was complete 
demoralisation In the districts however, 
some officers bad succumbed to power and 
had lost their head They were not big enough 
for the task It was Swamiji s attempt to get 
popular element associated with the Govern 
ment He had not Jong to wait for the 
formation of the Civil Government with 
prominent Congressmen— Sri B Ramknshna 
Rao Sri D G Bmdu Sri Pnoolchand Gandhi, 
and Sn V B Raju associated 

While appealing for the success of this new 
experiment Swamiji was thinking of the poor 
people of the State He wrote in his paper 
The Vision — be emaciated and worn out 
skeletons of Telengana peasants stare us in the 
face Hr blood has been sucked Is the 
change going to end once for all his agelong 


miseries? The commonman is expectant It 
is he for whom the change is meant and it is he 
who will give the final verdict 

It is this concern of Swamiji for the peasant 
that was responsible for the appearance of a 
crack in the organisation In fact with the 
prospect of power, there came division A 
parallel Congress organisation was started, 
some say that it was encouraged by some one 
higher up Whoever responsible, this \\a» 
short lived Swamiji was so intimately identi 
fied with the Congress and so deeply entrenched 
in the minds and estimation of the people it 
was not possible to dislocate him The only 
change was that Sri D G Bindu became the 
President but Swamiji remained the dominant 
figure inside and outside the organisation 
Nevertheless some difference in outlook or in 
emphasis continued with a section of the Con 
gress even after the General Election of 1951 
when a full fledged Congress Ministry was 
formed Experience with the Communist 
movement in Telengana had convinced bim-if 
that was necessary— that the salvation of the 
peasant was in the land Reforms, and because 
of that he was against any Military or punitive 
action jn that region and he advocated this 
e\en at the risk of being misunderstood There 
were others who thought that he was going 
too far It is due to his ceasless efforts that 
Land Reforms of Hyderabad are the most 
progressive in the couutry After the forma 
tion of Andhra Pradesh the Andhras who 
cons der themselves more advanced than the 
people of Telengana have not only not 
improved on it but on the contrary have 
checked in its implementation 
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In 1953, there was the Session of the Indian 
National Congress at Nanai Nagar, Hydera- 
bad and it was there as President of Hydera- 
bad Congress and Chairman of the Reception 
Committee that he advocated the disintegra- 
tion of the State and the formation of the 
Linguistic States This advocacy was signifi- 
cant of him for for it was well known that 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru s venvs were not in 
accord He had very high regard for Panditji 
and was keen not to hurt him But he had also 
the courage of his conviction This increases 
our admiration for Swamiji especially when we 
find these days, even among the great a 
tendency to watch Panditji's smiles and avoid 
his frowns I would not go into the merits of 
that matter, it is sufficient for me that he was 
true to his conscience and to himself No man 
could do more 

I regret that Swamiji is withdrawing from all 
political activities Perhaps political life is 
loosing much of its ethical content I am sure 
that his association with political workers will 
continue Few, I have known who can be a 
better friend Not jealous of you when you 
rise and do not desert you when you are down 
And in the association with the Congress, that 
I have tried to sketch I have always found him 
in the very centre Of battle, and as a leader he 
always put himself in the position of greatest 
danger And in the Razakar infested and 
terror stricken atmosphere of the Hyderabad 
State of the time it was no easy matter He 
has not only physical courage but courage of 
the mind Wherever he may go he carries 
with him the best wishes of his friends On 
life s road there i> always a beginning and no 
end And Ins, he has well begun 


SWAMIJI AS A TEACHER 


W HEN Swami Ramananda Tirth stands 
before the people as an intrepid fighter for 
freedom who has dedicated his life to the 
service of his motherland his role as a teacher 
may occupy an insignificant part m his life 
Yet it can safely be said that it was during this 
period when he worked as a teacher he was 
laying the foundation of a lofty career he was 
soon to enter upon 

I was working then at Hipparga as a teacher 
Hipperga in Osmanabad district is a small 
hamlet which at that time attracted young men 
imbued with the spirit of service to jom the 
national school run by Shn Vyankatrao Desh 
mukh and his younger brother Swamiji too 
joined the school as the Headmaster in June 
1929 He joined the institution not out of 
helplessness but with a determined aim of 
shaping young minds that would willingly lay 
down their all for the liberation of the people 
Swamiji s educational background had fitted 
him well for the noble task His student life 
is marked with Incidents how the young mind 
rebelled against injustice ever willing to accept 
the penalty for a righteous cause Life in the 
National College at Amalner brought him in 
■close contact with the best devoted minds like 
Sri J G Gune and others whose life and work 
made a deep impress on Swamiji s mind The 
innate righteous spirit was fanned to a flame 
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The dormant spirituality rose uppermost with 
the urge to renounce everything for the cause 
of the nation 

His association with the labour leader Sfi 
N M Joshi a member of the Servants of Indi* 
Society with whom he worked as Secretary 
helped Swamiji to build up contact with the 
slum-dwellers and their sorry plight This 
sight of abject poverty hardened bis detenm 
nation to serve the lowly and the lost in society 
While at Delhi Swamiji was overtaken with a 
strange illness which almost left him a cripple 
He felt then that active service in the labour 
field was not suited to his health On occasions 
like these there were moments in his life when 
he felt despair but he held his own with 
courage and meditation and faith in higher 
powers la these circumstances he felt that 
his service would be fruitful if rendered in a 
national school The whole nation was in 
ferment then National awakening all over 
India had roused people to action Swam Ji 
too with that inborn urge for higher righteous 
life found teachers profession a worthy channel 
for his nationalistic thought 

The school at Hipparga had the atmosphere 
of a national school The teachers and taught 
lived in an atmosphere surcharged with intense 
patriotic feeling and were in an ecstatic mood 
of devotion and sacrifice for their motherland 



Suamiji Speaking at the Opening of the Hyderabad Khadt 
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Swamiji with Yeshwanta Rao Chauhan and his Cabinet Colleagues at 
Aurangabad Air Port Construction 



Swamiji with Chauhan at Constructive workers meetings, Nander 
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but it needed some one to canalize their ener- 
gies in fruitful ways. Swamiji came to Hipparga 
and took over as the Headmaster. 

The school lacked order and system of work 
With Swamiji at the head, orderliness was soon 
restored The school started functioning like 
a well regulated clock 1 have found Swamiji 
very careful about small details Punctual to 
the minute, he finds pleasure to see everything 
done on time He dislikes slip-shod work 
He does every work however minor it may be 
with meticulous care The school gained in 
him a good Headmaster but he was not content 
with dead routine He believed that a teacher 
should be not only adept in his trade but 
should enthuse his pupils with some higher 
values in life Swamiji taught English to the 
higher classes and taught it well English is 
his special subject He taught and wrote 
flawless English He has cultivated a style of 
his own which is at once simple and forceful 
It is a joy to read his writings with the epi- 
grammatic periods that please the ears 

As a close associate of his, I could not but 
feel impressed by the Spartan life he led 
Seasons were fierce at Hipparga The climate 
was not bracing yet he braved all vagaries of 
climate, chose simple food and led almost a 
detached life, perhaps portending the life of 
an anchorite that he was soon to accept This 
simple life left an indelible stamp in the minds 
of his students and colleagues 
He is born teacher and has all the qualities 
that go to make a good teacher But he was 
not satisfied with mere classroom teaching He 
acquainted the students with the current 
political thoughts and tried to inculcate in 
them how a fearless heart alone can acquire 
the democratic spirit so essential to build up 
healthy citizenship He was a staunch nation- 
alist and looked forward to the spiritual 


regeneration of the youth Swamiji, even 
before he had taken to the ochre robe, had 
great fascination for the works of Vivekamtnda 
and Ramteerth, the two saintly souls who 
brought about a Renaissance in the cultural 
and spiritual life of the nation Swamiji bke 
a faithful aspirant had drunk deep at the 
fountain - head of the treasured wisdom of 
these master-minds and tried to mould young 
minds with those lofty thoughts 

As the headmaster, he ruled with love and 
never with the rod Once he used the rod but 
was so overwhelmed with sympathy in his 
mind for the poor victim that mmudeately 
after the punishment, he embraced the boy and 
wept sea of tears Hereafter he devised a 
different weapon to bring round the erring 
soul Whenever some one went wrong and 
was to be punished, he inflicted the punishment 
on himself which served as a salutary corrective 
to the wrongdoer Swamiji lived nearly for 
six years at Hipparga He was given appoint- 
ment on Rs 50/= per month but he abhored 
to do a salaried job, when he was alone With 
no one to depend on him The whole of six 
years’ salary was credited to the school fund 
SasnSrce of \*v» Yawd vs rare vn \he%e days 
all things are valued with money measure I 
know small incidents of the kind related above 
which give us the germ of his future greatness 

After six years stay at Hipperga, he left the 
school and destiny dragged him to AmbajOgai 
where with the help of his trusted colleagues 
he started the Yogeshwan Nutan Vjdyateya 
He had to contend with the dark forces of 
feudal autocracy This school also became a 
beehive of future workers who were drawn 
both from the students and the teachers 

The political storm was gathering apace nnd 
the whole of the country was in angry mood. 
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Swamiji felt restless. He thought of taking a 
plunge into the political arena. He asked me 
to be the guardian of the institution so 
jealously reared till now and left for Hyderabad 
to fight the peoples Battle, to seek for them 
their rightful place in the governance of the 
country. 

A teachers job is not confined to the four 
walls of a classroom. The journalist who leads 
the people on their onward march to freedom, 
those that use pulpit and the platform to rouse 
the people from their lethargy and make them 
aw are of their rights are in fact teachers in a 
wider sphere. Here too, Swamiji with a 
dauntless heart had led the people to regain 
their lost dignity, raised people from the mire 
of slavery and enabled them to breathe the air 
of freedom longed for, for jears. Had not 
bigger issues loomed large on the political 
horizon then, Swamiji would have remained a 


teacher, a sagelike teacher of old, devoted and 
righteous, in the true tradition of the great 
Guru. 

Immediately after freedom was won, Swamiji 
took to education which alone, according to 
him, is the panacea of all the ills in society. 
To eradicate poverty, ignorance and disease, 
education is the only potent force. The cause 
of education which he holds so dear led him to 
the establishment of two colleges, one at 
Nanded, and another at Ambajogai. Private 
endeavour in education owes much to Swamiji. 
He is the guide and guardian of a good number 
of educational institutions in Marathwada. 

I feel, therefore, tempted to say that first and 
foremost he is a teacher, an educationist. He 
became a politician by compulsion but by 
choice has remained a true teacher, worthy 
preceptor to his pupils and a noble mentor to 
the public at large. 


SWAMIJI AS AN EDUCATIONIST 


In the nineteen-twenties Mahatma Gandhi 
was in control of the Indian political scene 
The whole country was rocked to the bottom 
by the clarion call of Gandhiji to the people to 
quit the services under the foreign Indian 
Government He had also urged the lawyers 
to give up their legal practice, professors to 
give up their teaching and the students to set 
aside their books m the cause of the country 
One young man, studying in a Poona College 
in response to the noble cause left the College 
and started a private school following the foot 
steps of Lokmanya Tilak, Agarkar and Anna 
Vijapurkar It was a small village of one 
thousand populace Tuljapur Taluk m Osman a 
bad district Hipparga had a school run 
actually under a thatched roof It planned to 
coach students to the Bombay Secondary 
Education Board I joined the school, in its 
7th year in the year 1928 The unprecedented 
and unique struggle of the peasants of Bardoh 
under the able leadership of Sn Vallabhbhai 
Patel was in its last phase The political scene 
was surcharged with feelings of patriotism and 
it charged the mmds of the >outh Venkatesh 
Bhavanrao Khedgikar came to Hipparga 
accidently to recoup his health for a week or 
so He had just completed his post graduation 
by submitting a thesis on the subject of The 
Greek City States and Democracy and joined 


DEVIS1NGH CHAUHAN 

labour movement as a private secretary to the 
late Sn N. M Joshi While on tour in Nor- 
thern India with his leaner Joshi, Khedgikar 
has an attack of paralysis To get a suitable 
climate and complete rest Khedgikar came to 
Hipparga in the year 1929 
The organiser of the Hipparga school, one 
Shn Anantrao Kulkarni was a patriotic young 
man He was also attracted to spiritualism 
He was then giving discourses on Dnanesbwan 
and the late Swami his spiritual Guru of his 
own choice Khedgikar came in contact with 
Sn Anantrao his lecture He liked them 
They developed intimacy They decided that 
Venkatesh Rao Khedgikar should be initiated 
into Sanyasin in the cult of Swami Ram Tirtha 
The latter s disciple — in— chief Sn Narayan 
Swami was specially invited for this purpose 
to Hipparga In the jear 1932 Venkatesh 
Bhavanrao Khedgikar was initiated into a 
Sanyasin and became Swami Ramanand Tirth 
Swamiji was a very good speaker He was 
made the Headmaster of the first national 
school in a small \illage possibly in the whole 
of the former Hyderabad State Under 
Swamiji s the first batch of students was sent 
for the Bombay Matriculation Examination in 
1930 Under Swamiji s stnet discipline and 
with his able guidance this uncommon national 
school prospered well Students from many 



52 


towns in Marathwada Karnataka and also the Yogeshwart became difficult rather in 1937 


from Telengana joined the institution 
Though the total strength did not exceed 250, 
it was an ideal school offering residential and 
hostel facilities The atmosphere was surcharg 
ed with the feelings of patriotism and the 
attraction of spiritual glow was there Swarmjt 
was the moving spirit 

Due to serious differences Swamiji and 
almost all the major companions decided to 
leave the school The Yogeshwart Nutan 
Vidyalaya was founded m Mominabad All 
six or seven colleagues of Swamiji set to task 
vigorously at Monuaabad To facilitate the 
working at Hipparga Swamiji joined Momma 
bad after a year later In two years they 
opened the Matriculation classes Then the 
question of getting the permission for the high 
school cropped m The then Hyderabad 
Government was following the policy of state- 
education The Government had observed 
that private education had created difficulties 
for the British Government in the then Bombay 
Province Lokmanya Ttlak Agarkar and 
Annasaheb Bijapurkar had started such private 
schools and they had proved to be trouble 
spots for the foreign government The premier 
Princely State in India had a Muslim ruler 
they had imposed upon the Marathi Kanarese 
and Tclugu population an unwanted langauage 
Urdu and the hierarchy of Government service 
was manned from the Muslim ad minis trators 
mo't of them brought from outside the State 
There existed a great chasm between the 
Muslim dominated Hyderabad Goverment and 
the people in general Every effort of educa 
tioa by the people of the State was looked 
upon with suspicion and it was discouraged 
This policy was couched in further vigorous 
following the political upheavals in British 
India The question of getting permission for 


Sir Akbar Hydari supposed to be rather a 
hbefal administrator was sufficiently briefed 
against the permission for the school Swamiji 
had lo make a special effort in the case With 
an introductory letter from the Chief Minister 
of a native state Swamiji saw Sn Akbar Hydari 
in Bombay on the latter s way back from 
England After half a dozen trips to Hydera 
bad the Yogeshwan Vidyalaya could be a high 
school Very soon the Vidyalaya became an 
attraction all over Marathwada There was 
hardly any town in the five districts which was 
not represented m the contribution of students 
to the school The strength of the students 
swell to 600 in the High School classes 
In addition to the routine education orga 
nising lectures on the lives of great political 
leaders was a regular feature Urge for politi 
cal freedom of the country and the part to be 
played by the youth was whittled The plastic 
minds of the students were surcharged with 
patriotism The emancipation of the Hydera 
bad people from the feudal rule of the Nizam 
was an essential part of the teachings Propa 
gation and teaching of Marathi language which 
was neglected and barred from education and 
administration was also an important item 
The leaders of Hyderabad State decided to 
form the Hyderabad State Congress late in the 
year 1937 Some sort of regular work was 
planned The Hyderabad Government and 
the Nizam were frightened They imposed 
a ban on the Hyderabad State Congress even 
before it was born Possibly this was the first 
instance on the part of any Princely State m 
India to ban a political body before its birth 
The leaders decided to organise a pol tical 
struggle Satyagraha was contemplated But 
no eminent personality from Hyderabad city 
came forward to head this banned po’itical 
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association At long last, the late Govmdrao 
Nanai, an old eminent pleader of Hyderabad, 
so far unknown in the political world, became 
the president of the banned Hyderabad State 
Congress Swamiji was appointed the first 
dictator of the Satjagraha He offered Satja 
graha with, four other colleagues in 1938 This 
led Swamiji into the vortex of political struggle 
upto Hyderabad s emancipation from the 
clutches of a feudal and communal native state 
in the year 1948 

Getting Iiesure in 1950 from the onerous 
burdens of political struggle, Swamiji again 
diverted his attention and energy for educa 
tional work He came to Mominabad and 
conferred with some of his colleagues It was 
decided to start a College People s College at 
Nanded was founded m the year 1951 This 
was the first College started by the public »n 
the whole of Marathwada and also the 
Hyderabad State Even the big metropolitan 
city of Hyderabad had no private college so 
far Thus Swamiji laid the foundation of 
College education by ihe public 

In the year 1956, Swamiji started another 
College at Mominabad-Ambajogai to extend 
education at his old Karmabhutm of 1935 His 
eminence in the political field in the State 
stood him in good stead to fetch handsome 
grants for his Colleges Both these Colleges 
are pioneer institutions in Marathwada Due 
to Swamiji s lead in this fie'd there arc today 
6 pmately managed Colleges in the Auranga 


bad district, 4 in Osmanabad, 4 in Nanded 
ana 2 m Bhir and one in Parbham district 
These colleges have lent a content and a body 
to Marathwada University 
Bred and brought up m a middle class 
family and tutored under a labour leadership 
Swamiji has along encouraged the poor and 
deserving students throughout his career in 
different institutions His presence has the 
sobering effect on the students to lead a life of 
simplicity, hard work and attachment to 
learning Though he could not achieve the 
ideal set before by the earliest pioneers of 
national education like the late Vijapurkar, the 
institutions guided by Swamiji have never 
fallen in the rut of the Govt institutions or 
private colleges in the big towns Character- 
building has, at least to a limited extent, been 
achieved This was amply demonstrated by 
the fact that a large number of teachers and 
students from the Yogeshwan Vidyalaya parti- 
cipated in the freedom struggles both in ‘he 
years 1938 and 1947 The outlook in forming 
the character of the students had always 
remained national and patriotic Swamiji has 
remained a great force m the former state since 
1930 He has remained a great leader of the 
freedom struggle m this part and has definitely 
created a niche m the history of the freedom 
movement Though today he is quite away 
from the political hubub he has unfathomable 
faith in democracy and socialism His work 
in educational field specially in Marathwada 
would ever be remembered, 


SWAMIJI : 

A LEADER OF THE MASSES 

KONDA LAKSHMAN BAPUJI 

SwAMI RamanandaTirtha, occupies a pivotal in their own way While the struggle 


place in the history of the Indian Freedom 
movement and his name will be written in 
letters of gold, m so faras the people s struggle 
in the former Hyderabad State is concerned 
Right from the day when Swamiji took over 
the presidentship of the then Hyderabad State 
Congress, he made whirlwind tours of all the 
districts , met people in most of the villages, 
and in urban areas , and mobilised them, parti- 
cularly the enlightened population to the cause 
of the Congress and the Indian Freedom move- 
ment Tne clarion call to the people of the 
State was, however, made by Swamiji on 
August 7 1947, just a week before Indian Inde- 
pendence, on two immediate demands to be 
met by the Nizam s Government, 1 e uncondi- 
tional accession of Hyderabad State with the 
Indian Union , and secondly ushering in of a 
Responsible Government The then Govern- 
ment as was expected, not only turned down 
the magnanimous ofTer of the State Congress 
under the esteemed leadership of Swamiji but 
declared the Congre>s as 'illegal andarres eda 
number of top Cone res smen Thouch the 

Satyagrah was launched by the State Congress, 
but many non - Congressmen having been 
inspired by Swamiji s lead, also began mobilis- 
ing the people to wage a bitter struggle against 
the autocratic government and the Razakars 


Congress was essentially a non - violent one, 
but to certain enthusiastic workers, it came as 
a great challenge to meet the ever increasing 
atrocities of the Nizam’s Government and the 
Razakars by counteracting the same through 
violent methods In this regard, different 
groups of workers had chalked out their own 
plan of work to mobilise the people to defy 
the then Government and Razakars in all 
directions and extend them (the people) all 
help - money, men and material so as the 
people mustered courage to face the attrocittes 
of the Government and the Razakars on one 
side and the immediate aim of the people's 
struggle for freedom could be accelerated on 
the other Thus it was indeed possible for 
Swamiji to galvanise the peoples enthusi- 
asm for the struggle , and the spontaneous res- 
ponse his clanon call evoked made the authori- 
ties helpless and incapable of meeting the great 
upsurge of the people in the St3t- Thanks to 
the lawlessness, the bruralm-s perpetrated by 
the Razakars and the Nizams Government, 
and the revolt of the people m the entire State, 
paralysed the administration so much so that 
the Police Action became inevitable 

Asa result of the histone Police Action in 
September 194S, the people accorded a hero s 
welcome to Swamiji wherever he went and 
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soon the entire State was echoing with 
' Congress Zindabad’ and ' Swamiji Zmda- 
bad ’ It must be admitted here that it was 
mainly due to this bold leadership of Swamiji, 
that Hyderabad State became a part and parcel 
of the Indian Union, defeating the mechanisa- 
tions of the imperialistic stooges and commu 
nal forces m the State who were out to destroy 
the newly won freedom of the country 

Again in the formation of linguistic States, 
particularly the disintegration of former 
Hyderabad State, Swamiji had a big hand He 
was the first leader who raised the slogan of 
Disintegrate the State and liquidate the 
princedom 

The people of lormer Hyderabad State were 
indeed fortunate that they had found m 
Swamiji a captain who was dauntless in his 
courage, and who knew the real road to the 
destiny of our people We arc doubly fortu- 


nate that he is in our midst today, giving us his 
advice and guidance in matters of constructive 
activities which have become rightly his mam 
occupation these days 

Swamiji is a leader par excellence He is the 
man of the masses He speaks to the people 
in the language they understand He is a man 
of firm beliefs convictions and determination. 
Perhaps these qualities of his that endeared 
him to one and all 

On the occasion of the 61 st birthday of 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha, the entire people 
of Andhra Pradesh salute him for his meritori- 
ous services in the cause of Indian Freedom 
movement and for removing one of the black 
spots on the map of Free India May Almighty 
grant him many many years of useful service 
m the cause of humanity May he continue to 
guide the destinies of our people 



SWAMIJI & MARATHWADA 


A K WAGHMARE 

SwAMI Ramananda Tirlha, ex-Presidem of 
the erstwhile Hyderabad State Congress, is 
about to complete sixty years of his earthly 
life and enter the sixtyfirst very shortly It is 
xery natural for the people of the ex Hyderabad 
State to decide to celebrate this occasion and 
pay their respects to their liberator One of 
the items m the programme of this celebration 
is to publish a collection of articles by bis 
admirers sympathisers and colleagues, depict* 
mg various aspects of his life I have been 
asked to contribute an article for it This is an 
humble attempt in that direction 
The subject on which I am desired to write 
is Swamiji and Marathwada Without much 
thought I had agreed to compl> with the above 
demand But as I sit now at the table to wntc, 

I feel it a difficult job to depict a personality, 
confining to a very small and limited area, who 
In fact is supposed to be beyond the limits of 
time and space However, as ! must find out a 
"ay to get over the difficulty 1 have a mind 
row to write a few words on the above subj-ct 
In the seme as to what Swamiji did for Marath 
wrada and what Marathwada espects from 
S»aniji h the w»}cr centest 

Swanijl was born In karnatak but rourhhed 
ard developed by Maharashtra It was during 
l v e eon cooperation days that Swamiji gave 
*rp b s rrpulir coarse of studies Later on be 


worked as a private Secretary to the late famous 
labour and social leader ShnN M Joshi Had 
things moved smoothly, I do not know where 
Swamiji might have been today However that 
was not to be While at Simla Swamiji had an 
attack of paralysis Somehow he came out of 
it successfully, of course, with a crippled but 
manageable body 

After recovery when Swamiji was thinking 
about What next 9 , he was called upon to 
join a national school at Hipperga, a village in 
the Osmanabad district It was there that he 
decided to take Sanyas The germs may be 
there from the beginning yet it was the atmos* 
phere at Hipperga which had given a practical 
shape to them 

The village of Hipperagn, no doubt, prov ided 
a suitable atmosphere for the above yet it 
could not hold Swamiji for long Swamiji 
shifted to Ambajogai, a taluka headquarter in 
Deed distr ct of Maharashtra To devote dav- 
timc to school work and then retire to a temp'e 
in a nearby mountainous valley was his dailv 
routine there But that course was not to 
cont nje for long There came a call for him 
to come out and join the political ficW to 
whi hie responded verv promptly It was in 
the year J9J7,th»t S»armji attended t^e second 
conference of Marathwada Tarishad held at 
Latur rrgutjrly arJ was elected 1 * secretary 







Reception 10 Swamiji at Nagpur air Ron on his release after the Stamlstill Agreement 1948 
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So swift was the course of political events in 
Hyderabad, that within a short period of about 
twelve years, the state people were liberated 
from the crushing rule of the Nizam It was in 
the year 1948, that the State became a part of 
the Indian union after Police Action And this 
ugly spot on the Indian map was completely 
wiped out in November 1956 by disintegrating 
its parts and joining them to their respective 
linguistic States surrounding it. 

The real importance of this rapid and un- 
thought of change can be only understood, 
when we take account of the background of 
the ex Hyderabad State It was a state specially 
carved and developed as a fortress of the 
British Indian Empire, according to one of the 
British Residents in Hyderabad When it is 
xealised that its liquidation, which was done 
long after all other native states had fallen in 
line, presented innumerable hurdles necessitat- 
ing a Police Action, the significance of this 
problem-state at once becomes clear To do 
away with it wathm so short a time was not an 
easy task Swamiji alone could achieve it 
This was the unique service he has rendered to 
the Indian Nation If Marathwada takes pnde 
in having picked up, nourished and developed 
such an important personality, it is a legitimate 
pride 

If one looks to the frail figure of Swamiji, 
one is \ery likely to doubt the authenticity of 
the above statement And y et it is an undoubt- 
ed fact, that it was Swamiji under whom the 
struggle of the people of Hyderabad was fought 
successfully How could, one may ask, such a 
frail person suceed in such a stupendous task 7 
In my opinion he could succeed because he 
tried first to understand the problem fully and 
correctly He realised that the strength of the 
Nizam and his Government was not their own 
It was the, behind - the - scene British power. 


which made him look strong As there were 
signs of the Bntish power quitting India sooner 
or later, there would be no power to support 
the Nizam In the then Hyderabad State, 
people’s consciousness was at a very low ebb 
and could not foresee the likely reactions of 
the changes outside It # was because of this 
that a section of the intelligentia in Hyderabad 
State did not support the struggle wholehear- 
tedly in the beginning The hesitation which 
the free India Government exhibited in taking 
action against Hyderabad at the outset, con- 
firmed the above cold attitude Naturally in the 
circumstances, no individual leadership could 
be built in Hyderabad Joint leadership was 
the only way out Swamiji realised this need 
and shaped such leadership Of course the 
intense urge to solve the problems, was there. 
That was the call of the time It is no wonder 
if a Sanyasi, who is supposed to have crossed 
the limits of time and space realises that at 
the earliest He was quite confident that India, 
in her own interest, will have to help the 
struggle And that was what has happened In 
short, reading the trend of events early and 
correctly and acting boldly and with confidence, 
these were the secrets of Swamiji s success as a 
leader of Hy derabad 

Building up a joint leadership in Hyderabad 
was of great importance Swamiji knew that 
the well off intelligentia were not likely to 
support him Neither was his personality nor 
the conditions around were suitable for building 
up an indmdual leadership Had he tried in 
that direction he would have certainly failed, 
as many have failed before While the struggle 
was ragmg bitterly all round, the conservative 
sections in the Hyderabad Congress were 
practically idle But the moment jt became a 
near-certawty that a Police Action would 
come, these very sections suddenly became 
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very active Because of their faith in and 
dependence on the All India leadership, the 
progressive leadership in Hyderabad could not 
take a serious and timely note of these pheno 
mena It is difficult to say today whether they 
would ha\e succeeded in effectively counteract 
mg reaction in Hyderabad had they realised 
and seriously taken note of it But that was 
not to be The moderates and reactionaries 
eventually succeeded in getting an upper hand 
in almost all affairs immediately after the 
Police Action Thus the leadership so patiently 
and skilfully built up by Swamiji was broken, 
though some of its remnants remained for 
some years more How could Swamiji s leader 
ship be broken so soon when it was so near 
and dear to the Congress High Command till 
the end of the Nizam s rule 9 What was the 
exact reason which rendered Swamiji s leader 
ship unwanted so soon after the struggle was 
over ’ Was it an attitude of opportunism on the 
part oftheConeress High Command ’ If not 
what was the real cause of this change-over’ 
Some people say that Swarrijr s leadership was 
alright during the struegle but was not sutted to 
the tasks of post-struggle administration But 
then the same could be said or the All-India 
leadership too As there can be no action 
without a reason there must be some other 
reason behind such a radical change m the 
attitude of the Congress High Command What 
could it be 0 Let us look into it a little As it 
had bearings on the then all India situation it 
becomes all the more necessary to take note 
of it 

When immediately after Police Action it was 
seen that the leadership of progres ives in 
Hyderabad under Swamiji s leadership was fast 
becoming unpopular with the Hieh Command 
\ and the moderate sections as well as reactions 
ties were getting the upper hand in the affairs 


of the State, there were many who blamed 
Sardarji But J am posit vely certain that wha ( ~ 
ever Sardarji did he was impelled to do so by 
certain compulsions inherent ra the situation 
The following words of Sn Pyarelalji af e 
significant - 

The Police did not openly defy GovenJ 
ment s orders But very often they let thei r 
deep personal bitterness get the better 
their sense of duty and discipline ThesP 
were the agents through whom the adminis 
tration had to be earned on Sardar Pate* 
was a much harassed man, very ill too Tb£ 
machine of which he was incharge could bC 
run only m a particular way He bad to rely' 
on bis officers THEY WERE HIS FAES 
AND EARS 

Indian progressive thought is still reluctant 
to recognise that the social aspect of man is 
mvanably governed today by conditions 
around And this is so because it fads to difie 
rentiate between a man as an individual and 
man as a part of the society It would be 
unjust to blame Sardar for having acted in the 
manner he did under the conditions around 
him then Any other person in similar condi 
tioas would only act in the same way 

It is a matter worth consideration why our 
leaders in power could not alter the very condi 
Hons which forced them to behave in a way 
which they would not ordinarily approve of 
I most humbly submit that we as a nation have 
only half knowl-dge of modem social sciences 
as well as of our ancient Vedanta philosophy 
This is no place to go into the details of the 
matter but at the same time we cannot allow 
it to pass untouched I do not claim to be an 
authority on either Vedanta phitosphy or 
modem sciences but as a student I may dare 
put some suggestions to be thought over here 
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We asked Britain to quit India peacefully 
and they did so Did we think over then, as 
to what the British Government's exit would 
really mean? No We considered ourselves to 
be capable of ruling the country without any 
preparation What was the ultimate result 9 
We have the following account of that:~ 

"Congress leaders lacked administrative 
experience The only thing that stood 
between them and chaos was the administra- 
tive machinery set up by the British They 
began to lean heavily upon the Bntish- 
tramed services, departmental heads and so 
on -and became their ardent admirers 
Some of them even took to initiating their 
"ays and became intolerant of any criticism 
of their officers by their erstwhile comrades- 
m-arms- A distance grew between 
them " (2) 

In the conditions, is it difficult to know as to 
why Acharya Knpalam, the President of 
A I C C and others had to resign and even 
quit Congress ? What wonder if Swamiji m 
Hyderabad was a prey to that process 9 That 
apart, one wishes to know, if our Congress 
leaders have benefited by such a costly experi- 
ence They hardly seem to have done so 
Happily enough Swamiji had not joined any 
opposition party and as such, will it be too 
much to expect of him to ponder over the 
matter coolly and see if things can be mended 9 
India's basic problems are mainly social and 
material Indian Vedanta philosophers had no 
such problems as we hat e today to solve before 
them then To impose claims on the 
Vedanta philosophy that it can oiler solution 
to our present social problems, which were not 
there then, is most unjust No proof is required 
to state that this erroneous belief is deeply 
rooted in our mass mind, that there is nothing 
which is not in Vedanta If some proof of that 


is necessary, I would suggest readers to go 
through the long interviews granted by our 
Prime Minister Panditji to the Editor * Blitz” 
of Bombay, which are now available in book 
form under the title ' Mind of Mr Nehru' 
and get himself com i need that even today we 
entertain a false hope that our history and 
culture will helti us to face the onslaught of 
western materialism By the bye, if we reread 
the following words of Gandhiji, whom we 
hail as the Father of the Nation, we can under 
stand the direction in which we are moving 
“It is my endeavour to resuscitate our 
ancient culture which is essentially rooted in 
N V & spiritual values If we succeed, we 
shall become a beacon light to a world that 
is sick of strife and yearns for peace ’ (3) 
Does it become a nation to talk of guiding 
the world when it has to beg and borrow for 
its daily necessiues ? In this context I would 
suggest to just calmly ponder over the 
following - 

It is one of the pitfalls unavoidable in the 
case of a country which has newly achieved 
independence to glory in its greatness to feel 
and express a sense of national egoism, to 
give less consideration than is due to the 
claims of others Nothing in my opinion is 
more dangerous to a young nation I would 
venture to emphasise this point, for we are 
doubly prone to it Wc often tend to equate 
what we believe to be our past glory as an 
assurance of our present position Do not 
Jet us forget that our greatness is only 
potential and whether it becomes a reality 
depends on the way the challenge of the new 
life is faced by us ” (4) 

Is it too difficult to understand that we are 
misconceiving potentiality as reality 9 And this 
is so because we are erroneously mixing up 
spiritual practices with social Whom can we 
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look to for guidance in this matter except a 
Sanyasi, who can view things correctly and 
guide others? 

I pray for long healthy life to Swamtji on 
this occasion and hope that he will do his best 
to correct the national misconceptions and 
show the correct path I can assure Swamiji 
that Marathwada will be m the vanguard as 


before in any of his future attempts in restoring 
the lost national balance 

1 Gandhiji - 

Last Phase vol II P 671 By Pyarela! 

2 -do vol IIP 643 by , 

3 do vol IIP 234 

4 The State & the Citizen PanmkerKM P 36 




V 

THE CALL OF THE MILLIONS! 


v D DESHPANDE 

A is changing fast, and what was the 
hving present yesterday, is becoming the 
distant past today. 

Not only physically but mentally too, we 
arc changing, and hence a glimpse of the past 
may not be so fascinating as the vista of the 
present that is before us 
What was once princely Hyderabad— the 
prison for the people, is now 'no more’ and 
the link of the past is shattered and the vision 
is hazy But still the present is built on the 
past, and many a time history repeats though 
on a spiral 

It is this past which can tell us the inspiring 
freedom struggle which was led for more than 
a decade by Swami Ramananda Tirtha A 
constructive worker by nature, the call of the 
teeming millions in the former Hyderabad 
State made him plunge in active politics, and 
despite the torture chambers of the princely 
autocracy, the machinations of the henchmen 
of Nizam, and vaganes of the time and tide, 
Swamyi never deflected from the freedom path 
"'hich he had chartered for himself 
It was in the late forties that he first took 
to active politics First as General Secretary 
of the Maharashtra Parishad l3ter has the 
first dictator of the Satyagraha movement 
For years he was the sole crusader as Indivdual 
Satyagraha in the long and lonely years of 


Second World War The Second wave of the 
freedom struggle m former Hyderabad saw 
him as its torch-bearer, leading the way, and 
the bastion of Nizam's rule was destroyed 
once for all The advent of Congress Ministry 
in Hyderabad gave challenge to his mettle and 
many may envy the 'ups' he had, and the 
'downs’ he bravely faced The third and the 
last wave of the people s movement saw the 
emergence of Vishal Andhra, Samyukta Maha- 
rashtra and Aikya Karnataka 

And now we are out to defend* our country 
and pave way for a Socialist Bharat 1 

History may have its own assessment, and 
one may differ in his evaluation But one 
cannot but feel inspired by Swamiji’s indomi- 
table courage, supreme sacrifice and above all 
deep humanism 

Very often I feel what is it that makes great 
men sacrifice everything and lay down their 
lives for a cause. What after all is the cause? 

History throws its men and every social 
order has its leaders But what is it after all 
which inspired a Gandhi or Lenin to sacrifice 
his all. It is the call from the hearts of the 
teeming millicns-the callofdown-lrodden-the 
call of deep humanism In this thermoneuclear 
age, it is this call which is paving the way to 
ending the cold war, and abolish the hot war 
for ev cr 1 
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If anything Swamiji is the embodiment of 
this deep humanism in his own way It is 
such embodiments which give us hope for the 
future and for a glorious world of peace, 
socialism and universal brotherhood 


Swamiji has come back to constructive work 
Whether active politics would make a demand 
on him again, is anybody s guess But where! er 
he may be his heart would be with the teeming 
millions and his deep humanism would inspire 
us all 1 



UNDER MAHATMA’S GUIDANCE 


ACHYUTBHAl DESHPANDE 

SwAMI Ramananda Tirth, who had left a 
Government school, m his younger days in 
the Non -cooperation movement, graduated 
himself from theTilak (Maharashtra) National 
University, became a labour worker and later 
turned an ascetic of Swami Ram Tirth order, 
could not have looked for guidance in politics 
to anybody except Gandhiji. He followed him 
and maintained that status of hts follower even 
under the stiess of difficult situations. There 
was no doubt that for both of them politics 
was a means to achieve spiritual ends . . 

Like the magnetic island which attracts 
towards it all ships that have even a small 
quantity of iron m them Gandhiji drew to him- 
self most of the people in this country who 
were imbued with some feeling of sacrifice for 
the selfless cause of freeing this country from 
bondage. 

We have documentary evidence from 
Gandhiji himself of the extent to which Swamiji 
possessed these virtues. The letter, m which 
this reference has been made may be safe in 
the collection of Gandhiji's letters or might 
have missed its place and been lost ; but many 
of the freedom fighters of Hyderabad know 
that what it contained. 

The relationship or Gandhiji with Swamiji 
was more or less his relationship with the 


Satyagraha movement of Hyderabad. It is a 
well known fact that in reality in earlier stages 
of the movement it was Gandhiji who led the 
movement of the Hyderabad State Congress. 
Swamiji was an instrument in his hands to 
work out his will. It was Swamiji who carried 
the vs oik of keeping unity among the fighters 
for freedom holding divergent views until the 
shackles of bondage were broken. Among the 
many virtues that enabled him to carry on this 
onerous duty, was also this important privilege 
that he had the guidance, shelter and support 
of Gandhiji in what he did, to further the cause 
dearest to his heart. To the best of his ability 
he is trying to live upto the ideals of Gandhiji 
even today and thus it can be said that the 
relationship continues to this day. 

* * * 

The year 1938 was coming to an end. All the 
political prisoners of Hyderabad State Congress 
were released. It was the wish of Gandhiji 
that the State Congress movement should be 
free from communal religious bias. The majori- 
ty in the State Congress too was of the same 
view. And so the state Congress proposing to 
suspend the movement elected a Chairman a 
Secretary' and a working committee to carry 
out the subsequent programme. But the ques- 
tion was about the leadership of the whole 
people of Hyderabad. That was still m the 
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making The mood of the people was such that 
they could not be made conscious of this subtle 
difference and pure vision Should the mosc- 
ment be suspended 7 If so, w hy 7 Only because, 
the Aryasamaj and Hindu Mahasabha were 
carrying on their own agitation? Who will 
bring home to the people the propriety of 
calling oft the movement 7 Sw amiji, the Secreta- 
ry, and his comrades approached Gandhiji and 
expressed their desire to use his name for the 
purpose, they would tell people that the 
Satyagraha was called ofT at the instance of 
Gandhiji He assented and the name worked 
like magic For Gandhiji was the accredited 
leader of India and of Hyderabad too It was 
at this crucial moment that Swamiji decided 
once for all to always seek Gandhiji s guidance 
in the political field 

But the real test for him was to come in 
1940 Individual Satyagraha was about to 
begin throughout India Stringent conditions 
were put by Gandhiji for the participants and 
on that basis Satyagrahis were to be screened 
everywhere But for those from Hyderabad he 
put a severe test He told them that if they 
were sincerely prepared to follow the conditions 
imposed on them they might participate in the 
Satyagraha m Hyderabad, if not they should 
keep away humbly and render some other 
service to the people It set them all a-thinkmg 
Many of them admitted that they could not 
fulfil the condition laid for they had their own 
views and while remaining faithful to them it 
was impossible for them to fulfil these 
conditions 

These two -three days of discussions proved 
trying for Swamiji His Vedanta philosophy 
would bring him nearer to Gandhiji his idea 
logy was attracting him to the bard conditions 
imposed by Gandhiji while his experience of 
Hyderabad political life, inerUa of the state's 


people and the whole atmosphere there wat 
compelling him not to consent to Gandhiji J 
trying conditions Tor three days his mind 
had been in agitation , on the last day he fasted 
and took the decision in the prajerfu! mood 
that in this matter he would surrender himself 
to Gandhiji 

• * * 

He was released in 1942 and immediately 
saw Gandhiji He found that the confidence 
reposed by him m Suamtjt was well kept 
Dunng the movement that followed the same 
year he followed till the end of that movement 
in the footsteps of Gandhiji 

In 1946, the All-India States People s confer 
ence came into being under the leadership of 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Swamiji wielded 
quite a good influence in it Still he knew that 
it was Gandhiji alone, rather than the confe- 
rence who could hold together people of diver- 
gent views in the political life of Hyderabad 

The comrades of Swamiji kept Gandhiji 
apprised of events that took place in the last 
phase of Hyderabad s struggle for emancipa 
lion In those days Gandhiji was in a state of 
severe agony on the overall situation prevail- 
ing in the country He then offered his sincere 
prayers to his only refuge Lord God and laid 
down his life in this supreme effort of prayer 
Swamiji too has bathed m the showers of that 
prayer, and it is no exaggeration to say that 
this Sanyasm of the order of Swami Ram 
Tirthhas always been full of equal Jove for the 
Hindus as well as Muslims nay for all human 
beings, irrespective of their castes and creeds 

After the passing away of Gandhiji when the 
great leaders of India were unable to keep 
together the various national and revolutionary 
forces, in the country how could Swamiji be 
expected to do it in his state 7 Still it can be 
held that even today the relationship that 
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-existed between Gandhiji and Svvanuji remains 
in tact in the constructive and social fields, and 
that he is walking in the footsteps of the master. 
He said the other day to one of his comrades 
"Ahimsa” is an infalhable weapon and it 
achieves a lasting victory But he added, 
“w e have to sec how much perfect or imperfect 
are we, the instruments of Ahimsa, and have 
to decide the scope and nature of our work 
accordingly.” He feels this line of thought is 
based on the Gandhian ideology As a follower 
of Gandhiji Swamiji participated in the revolu- 
tionary movement ofBhoodan and with an 
open mind engages himself in Khadi and other 
constructive work For the constuctive work 
in the old Hyderabad State (though it has been 
merged mto three different states today) if one 
has to think on an all India basis, Swamiji is 
mdispcnsiblc today 

* * * 

This picture about Swamiji will remain 
incomplete without citing an instance of the 
inner intimacy that existed between Gandhiji 
and Swamiji It was the beginning of 1947 
The Congress had turned out the Communists 
from the organisation by a disciplinary action 
against them They had to quit from the States' 
People’s Conference too Prior to this Swamiji 
had seen Gandhiji and consulted him Gandhiji 
was of the opinion that no disciplinary action 
should be taken against the Communists and 
that if the people so wanted they would keep 


the communists away from the Congress, if not, 
there was no harm if they remained The 
details of the interview were recorded and 
typed , a copy was handed over to Swamiji and 
another was left with Gandhiji The Commu- 
nists somehow managed to get access to the 
copy and published in one of their publications, 
and earned the propaganda against the Natio- 
nal leaders that Congress Working Committee 
had acted against the views of Gandhiji This 
caused a furore It could not be said that the 
details of the interview were obtained from 
Gandhiji s place, though it was not an impossi- 
bility and the natural inference was that their 
source was Swamiji, irrespective of whether it 
was stolen from his place or handed over by 
him to the Communists But the damage was 
done This immensely pained Swamiji Swamiji 
believed that the matter had not leaked out 
from his place But how could he assert this 
emphatically 1 For anything was possible in 
such cases And the possibility of leakage, was 
greater from his end than from Gandhiji s 
Swamiji was in turmoil and wrote to Gandhiji 
on the point The reply he received depicted 
the intense love that can only be equalled by 
that of the mother for her child Swamiji felt 
gratified to get such a letter, not because he 
was exonerated from the charge but because so 
much affection was showered on him by a man 
as great as Gandhiji Let us pray that the 
torch of that love will guide Swamiji in the 
years that are before him 




Swamiji and the Members of the Action Committee with 
S K Patil and N V Gadgil at Bombay 



Swamiji at the reception by the Andhra Association at Delhi 




.a view to obtain their consent. It was a crucial 
meeting. Panditji had full faith in and reverence 
for Swamiji for his having given an impetus to 
the freedom movement in Hyderabad and for 
having led it to a success. The meeting would 
have administered a severe blow to that confid- 
ence and reverence if it would not have brought 
about its complete loss. Being true to his 
ideals and having never cared for his personal 
prestige Swamiji made it abundantly clear to 
Panditji that he disagreed with him and that be 
would oppose any resolution, to that effect. 
During his stay at Delhi Swamiji never missed 
the sittings of the Lok Sabha. He spent rest 


of the time in reading and thinking. Occasion- 
ally, during vacation, we used to visit nearby 
places of historical interest and new industrial 
colonies. Sometimes he used to call upon 
some of the members of the Central Cabinet, 
chiefly among them being . Sri Lai Bahadur 
Shastriji and Sri C. D. Deshmukh. Some of 
the young M.Ps residing in the North Avenue 
were fascinated by the personality of Swamiji. 
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh, the present Minister 
for Agriculture, was one of them. In those 
days, he had been a source of inspiration to 
many. He can be so even today to those who 
seek it. 


SWAMIJI IN THE LOK SABHA 

r s DlWAhT 


The first General Elections were just over 
according to the new Constitution made by 
India on attaining her freedom A majority of 
members of the Parliament elected from the 
various States were eagerly awaiting the 13th 
May 1952, for on that day the very first Session 
of the Parliament was to commence after the 
swearing-in-ceremony of its new members 
At about noon-hour on that day a frail 
individual though far from being attractive m 
appearance was seen approaching the Speaker’s 
seat to take an oath of allegiance to the 
Nation The formality of the occasion was 
being felt keenly as be who had spent his whole 
life in the service of the Nation was taking an 
oath of allegiance to it 1 That individual was 
none else than Swami Ramananda Tirth His 
saffron robes roused some curiously, some 
wonder and some eagerness in the minds of 
the members present AH these feelings just 
subsided when they heard Swamtji s speech on 
foreign policy and it inspired reverence in the 
minds of all 

Swamiji mostly spoke in English His speech 
was marked by a smooth flow and jet it had 
the desired effect He participated invariably 
in the Debates on the Foreign Policy of India 
He never hesitated to show the discrepancies m 
the doings of the Government even as he 
supported its policy of non-alignment His 


boldness in this matter could be seen in connec- 
tion with what happened in Hungary During 
that period of five years he strove continuously 
within and outside the Lok Sabha to seek and 
fructify the development of the Hyderabad 
State m general and of Marathvvada in partic- 
ular His efforts resulted in Marathvvada getting 
a central grant of 26 to 27 crores as against 
2 X to 3 crores under the First Five Year Plan 
The last two years or so m 1955-56 were 
marked considerably by his speeches on the 
reorganisation of states on linguistic basis 
His original militant spirit again manifested 
itself for it was battling against the mighty 
It was from the platform of the Hyderabad 
session of the Indian National Congress th3t 
m his welcome address Swamiji had sponsored 
the trifurcation of the Hyderabad State and it 
was from the same platform that in his presid- 
ential address. Pandit Nehru had warned that 
all possible talks of the disintegration of the 
State would be put down with the help of the 
armed forces It was in this context that 
Swamiji s fearless approach to the Imguiitic 
reorganisation of States was remarkable 

Linguistic reorganisation of States id India 
did at last materialise with the only exception 
of Maharashtra and Gujrath In 1956 Pandit 
Nehru invited the members of the Parliament 
from Maharashtra and Gujrath separately with 
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Disinterested service to humanity is the 
mission of his life From his boyhood he had 
a great inclination to ser\e the people and his 
country After completing his education he 
joined Shn N M Joshi as his secretary and 
helped him in organising Bombay Textile 
Labour Union He attended the Legislative 
Assembly and worked with him in drafting 
Indian Trade Union Act In 1927, he helped 
Shn N M Joshi in organising Trade Union 
Congress Then he took up the charge of the 
general strike at Textile Labour at Sholapur. 
He was prosecuted and convicted 
Ascetic tendencies were to be seen in Swamiji 
from the beginmg of his student life He came 
in close contact with Swami Kaivalyanand who 
was the Principal of National College His 
deep spiritualism helped him in developing a 
character of his own As a Head Master of a 
National School at Hipparga in Osmanabad, 
Swamiji worked without any remuneration 
Self-den} ing ordinance requires complete 
renunciation of worldly possessions The 
little food for his sustenance, the ascetic would 
beg of the society he undertook to serve 
With this noble principles in view Swamiji as 
a teacher lived on Bhiksha 1 e begging of 
food Indian idealism based on service to 
humanity js typical m human history A man 
who completely gives up his self-interest is a 
true sanyasi Swamiji was a true sanyasi before 
he took sanyasa A formal initiation was 
made by his Holiness Narayan Swami the 
chief disciple of Swami Ram Tirth in 1931 
Swami Ramanand Tirth is a staunch Cong 
ressman and a nationalist of first rank He 
believes in the Gandhian philosophy of love 
for all and hatred for none even in political 
life His 'political career begins from 1938 
when he accepted the Secretaryship of Maha- 
rashtra Conference after the Latur Session 


He was the moving spirit behind the State 
Congress The State Congress was banned 
before it came into existence m August, 1938, 
The ban was defied and Sri Govmd Rao Nanai 
and others were arrested Swamiji was the 
second dictator and was arrested when he 
offered satyagraha In 1939, he was elected as 
the General Secretary of the State Congress at 
Manmad Since then he was at the helm of 
this organisation In 1940, he offered indivi- 
dual satyagraha with the permission of Mahatma 
Gandhi and was released after 15 months 
The late Sri Govind Rao Nanai, on account 
of his illness appointed him as the President of 
the organisation at Sholapur on 12th August, 
42 It was Swamiji who kept the flag of the 
State Congrees flying during its illegal existence 
for eight years Swamiji played a worthy part 
in the August Revolution of 1942 and was 
detained for 16 months The Standing 
Committee of the All India States Peoples 
Conference passed a resolution nominating him 
as the President of the State Congress on 
11th June, 1946 The ban on State Congress 
was lifted on 3rd July, 1946 On the 16th 
August, 1946, he was elected as the President 
by the Standing Council He commanded a 
great respect of all the progressive groups in 
the political field He had a good following 
A band of selfless workers were at his disposal 
Swami Ramanand Tirth was re-elected as the 
President of the first Open Session of the State 
Congress held in June, 1947 
Indian spiritualism has got a unique power 
of blending together secular and non-secular 
activities in times of national emergency 
Many ascetics of the past took active part in 
the world of politics and guided the statesman 
in the affairs of the State Ancient literature 
of India is full of references showing the influ- 
ence of the political wisdom of the ascetics 



LIFE AND POLITICAL WORK OF 
SWAMI RAMANAND TIRTH 


LlFEofSwami Ramanad Tirth is a life of 
service and sacrifice and his political work is a 
great contribution to the freedom struggle in 
India His unshakable faith in democracy, 
his grea* love for Gandhian Philosophy, above 
all his spirit of service to humanity contributed 
to the success of his life mission A tall 
middle aged man simple but imposing dressed 
m saffron coloured khadi Kaffam began m 
1947 to mould the destiny of seventeen million 
people of Hyderabad State It was Swamijt 
who came forward and bravely led the people 
through darkness and despondency Hyderabad 
was a great stronghold of bitter comraunahsm 
and mediaeval feudalism The bulk of the 
population was groaning under the heels of 
feudal bureaucracy To liberate the masses 
from such a political slavery, Swami Rama 
nand Tirth gave the clanon call We will 
not submit to an autocractic rule We will 
break but not bend We refuse to be slaves 
At a very critical moment in the history of 
the Indian people the responsibility of leading 
a freedom struggle of an all India character 
fell on Swamiji He had to rally all the demo 
cratic forces to assert the will of the people 
He had innumerable difficulties in his way 
But despite all difficulties he rapidly mobilised 
the masses and conducted freedom struggle 
successfuly Police Action was the culmination 


KRISHNACHARYA JOSHI 

of peoples movement in Hyderabad Even 
after the Police Action Swamiji continued his 
fight for the formation of linguistic States He 
has made a valuable contribution for the 
formation of Andhra Pradesh with Hyderabad 
as the capital Swami Ramanand Tirth s name 
will go down in history of Hyderabad and the 
posterity will remember him as the liberator of 
the masses from the feudal and autocratic rule 
His life is inspiring as a national leader who 
has dedicated bis whole life for the service of 
humanity 

Swami Ramanand Tirth was bom on 3rd 
October, 1903 at Chmmalli Jahagirin Gulberga 
District of new Mysore State He was named 
as Venkat Rao by his parents But nobody w 
those days dreamt that he would be rfnamed 
as Swami Ramanand and would lead the 
people s movement in Hyderabad He began 
his educational career in a private school at 
Gangapur village He completed his primary 
education at Kalyam and High School educa- 
tion at Sholapur He left the school in non- 
co operation movement in 1921 and joine 
the National College Amalner Swamiji too 
his B A degree from Tilak Vidyapith and stood 
first in the University With politics as his 
optional subject, he passed his M A Exami 
nation by writing a thesis on evolution ot 
democracy 
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Disinterested service to humanity is the 
mission of his life T rom his boyhood he had 

a great inclination to sene the people and his 
country After completing his education he 
joined Shri N M Josht as his secretary and 
helped him m organising Bombay Textile 
Labour Union He attended the Legislative 
Assembly and worked with him m drafting 
Indian Trade Union Act In 1927, he helped 
Shri N M Josht m organising Trade Union 
Congress Then he took up the charge of the 
general strike at Textile Labour at Sholapur. 
He was prosecuted and convicted 
Ascetic tendencies were to be seen in Swamiji 
from the bcgimng of his student life He came 
in close contact with Swami Kaivaljanand who 
was the Principal of National College His 
deep spiritualism helped him in developing a 
character of his own As a Head Master of a 
National School at Hipparga in Osmanabad, 
Swamiji worked without any remuneration 
Self-den>ing ordinance requires complete 
renunciation of worldly possessions The 
little food for his sustenance the ascetic would 
beg of the society he undertook to serve 
With this noble principles in view Swamiji as 
a teacher lived on Bhiksha i e , begging of 
food Indian idealism based on service t*o 
humanity is typical in human history A man 
who completely gives up his self-interest is a 
true sanyasi Swamiji was a true sanyasi before 
he took sanyasa A formal initiation was 
made by his Holiness Narayan Swami the 
chief disciple of Swami Ram Tirth in 1931 
Swami Ramanand Tirth is a staunch Cong 
ressman and a nationalist of first rank He 
believes in the Gandhian philosophy of love 
for all and hatred for none, even in political 
life His political career begins from 1938 
when he accepted the Secretaryship of Maha- 
rashtra Conference after the Latur Session 


He W3S the moving spirit behind the State 
Congress The State Congress was banned 
before it came into existence in August, 1938. 
The ban was defied and Sn Govind Rao Nanai 
and others were arrested. Swamiji was the 
second dictator and was arrested when he 
offered satyagraha In 1939, he was elected as 
the General Secretary of the State Congress at 
Manmad Since then he was at the helm of 
this organisation In 1940, he offered indivi- 
dual satyagraha with the permission of Mahatma 
Gandhi and was released after IS months 
The late Sri Govind Rao Nanai, on account 
of lus illness appointed him as the President of 
the organisation at Sholapur on 1 2th August, 
'42 It was Swamiji who kept the flag of the 
State Congrees flying during its illegal existence 
for eight years Swamiji played a worthy part 
m the August Revolution of 1942 and was 
detained for 16 months The Standing 
Committee of the All India States People's 
Conference passed a resolution nominating him 
as the President of the State Congress on 
11th June, 1946 The ban on State Congress 
was lifted on 3rd July, 1946 On the 16th 
August, 1946 he was elected as the President 
by the Standing Council He commanded a 
great respect of all the progressive groups ra 
the political field He had a good following 
A band of selfless workers were at his disposal 
Swami Ramanand Tirth was re-elected as the 
President of the first Open Session of the State 
Congress held in June 1947 
Indian spiritualism has got a unique power 
of blending together secular and non secular 
activities in times of national emergency 
Many ascetics of the past took active part in 
the world of politics and guided the statesman 
in the affairs of the State Ancient literature 
of India is full of references showing the influ- 
ence of the political wisdom of the ascetics 
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He was arrested and detained when he entered 
the State again on 26th January, 1948 
Before his arrest m a public speech at Madras 
on 13th December he very correctly gave the 
picture of the future of Hyderabad 

Swamy Ramanand Tirth addressing a meet 
ing in Madras held under the auspices of the 
Indian Students Congress said We want 
accession here and now We will fight out till 
that full accession comes One Pakistan be 
said, had brought unimaginable massacre 
Another Pakistan in the heart of India could 
not be allowed to grow With emotion in bis 
voice he s*ud, I want to submit in this first 
public meeting after my release that the atroci 
ties perpetrated on the people of Hyderabad, 
are so immense and so great that the present 
regime cannot justify its existance any longer 
I assure you brothers that it is not Ramanand 
Tirth or bis colleagues who are fighting the 
autocratic regime but the peasant and the 
common man who had risen in revolt In fact 
it is the 22 500 villages in the State that carry 
on the struggle 

Later at a Press Conference in Madras he 
expressed his dis satisfaction over the Stand- 
still Agreement and warned the Government 
of India not to supply arms to Hyderabad 
Government as per the agreement 

At a Press Conference he declared that the 
Standstill Agreement between the Nizam and 
the Government of India was not binding on 
the people of Hyderabad There is no rule 
of law and the danger of a Fascist State in 
the heartof India continues to exist He said It 
would be suicidal to undervalue the situation 
He added that the supply of arms and ammuni 
tion to Hyderabad by the Government of 
India was an extremely serious proposition 
‘ Every bullet that may be supplied * be sternly 
said, * wiUbe a bullet to ctush the people and 


their democratic struggle The Government 
of India should investigate into the whole 
situation before it takes any step in that 
direction And this was a warning a grave 
warning, the import of which should not be 
missed 

Then he went to Delhi and met Mahatma 
Gandhi Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime 
Minister, Sardar Vallabhai Patel Minister 
for States, Mr V P Menon, Secretary States 
Ministry, Dr B R Ambedkar, Minister for 
Law and Dr Pattabhi aitaramayya, Vice- 
President of the All India States Peoples 
Conference 

Swarm Ramanand Tirth President of the 
Hyderabad State Congress at a press confe 
rence in Delhi reiterated the State Congress 
demands for full Responsible Government ac 
knowledgementofthe nght of the people of the 
State to decide the question of accession to India 
and setting up a Constitutent Assembly in the 
State, based on adult franchise to frame Hjdcra 
bad s future constitution The Standstill Agree- 
ment does not solve the problem of Hyderabad 
though it has forced the Nizam to suspend his 
sovereignty in regard to the three subjects 
namely. Defence External Affairs and 
Communication for the one year The ques 
tion of accession remains unsolved The 
people of Hyderabad are free to go to their 
own way and force sanctions to see that 
Hyderabad enters the Indian Union The 
people of Hyderabad are facing heavy odds 
bravely The struggle for freedom will take 
long and rapid strides in months to come We 
are sure to win 

* Non-Co operation with the Government 
machinery in every manner possible should 
form our programme said Swami Ramanand 
Tirtb, President of the Hyderabad State 
Congress, in a statement outlining the imme- 



Swamiji and Vasudev Naik with Panditji at Hanuman Vyayara Shah 



Swamijt introducing L N Gupta one of the trustees of Hanuman 
Vyayam Shala to the Prime Minister 
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With their political sagacity and temporal Day" and 15th August, 1947 as "Indian 
impartiality they gave a correct lead to the Independence Day " The Government o/ 
people. Greek writers have described the Hyderabad issued an ordinance prohibiting the 
great revolts organised by Sanyasis against people of Hyderabad from hoisting the Indian 
Alexander Alexander with his usual ferocity National Flag ceremoniously 
had several of them executed When asked Swamiji took up the challange and asked the 
why he urged the leader of a particular state to people to defy the ordinance which was against 
oppose Alexander, the ascetic replied 4 because the national honour of the people who took 
he wished him to live with honour and die India as their country and the Indian National 
with honour”. To another question he replied Flag as their own This shook the foundation 
should Alexander cut off my head he cannot of the government of Hyderabad Mass arrests 
also destroy my soul Let Alexander then of Congressmen were ordered by the govera- 
ternfy with these threats those who wish for ment to prevent the defiance of the ordinance 
gold and who dread the death, for against us Just after the dawn of independence in the 
these weapons are both alike powerless since early hours of 15th August, '47, Swamiji was 
we neither love gold nor fear death" arrested with his two colleagues. Dr G S 
(Mccrindle s Megasthenese) A close observa- Melkote and Sri Knshnacharya Joshi and 
lion of Swami Ramanand Tirth's political life were detained until the Standstill Agreement 
since 1938 reveals that he has rightly inherited was signed* The battle for freedom from 
the great qualities possessed by the Indian feudal and autocratic role began The massess 
ascetics of the past were moved There was great upheaveal 

Swamiji dedicated his life to the cause of throughout the state Government intensified 
democracy in Hyderabad and chalhnged the its repression The people courageously faced 
government whenever the cause was threatened, the situation, and the freedom struggle launched 
against the sovereign will of the people The by Swamiji continued unabated 
Nizam on the eve of British withdrawal from When the movement was in full swing a 
India declared that he would be entitled to Standstill Agreement was signed on 29th 
become independent from 1 5th August, 1947. November, 1947 between Government of India 
Swamiji took up the challenge in the first and Hyderabad Government Swamiji was 
plenary Session of the State Congress A released on the next day with other members 
resolve w as made to resist any attempt at the of the Working Committee and some prominent 
imposition of an autocratic regime isolated leaders of the State Congress He reviewed 
from the rest of India Two demands were the political situation and found that there was 
put forward, viz., Hyderabad should accede to no change or heart on the part of the Govem- 
the Indian Dominion and Responsible Govern- ment He flew to Madras with some of his 
ment should be established forthwith. For the colleagues to review the situation and acquaint 
realisation of these demands Swamiji started the leaders there with the political struggle In 
the present histone freedom movement in Hjderabad Sn T. Prakasam and Sri Kamraj 
Hyderabad, by asking the people to observe welcomed the Swamiji and pledged theirsupport 
the 7th Augu st, 1947. as 'Join Indian Union to the freedom movement in Hyderab a d H e 
•Al Use Altar of r«m?hlet tisued by Sute OxifW 
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went to Mysore and got the support of Sri 
K C Reddy and Sri S Nijahngappa, Sri T 
Siddalmgaiah and others He went to Bombay 
and Nagpur and got support of Sri R K Patil, 
Sri S K Patil and Sn P Misra He went to 
Delhi and reported the progress of the struggle 
in Hyderabad to Mahatma Gandhi and other 
all India leaders Gandhiji expressed his 
satisfaction on the progress of the movement 
The Council of Action under the chairmanship 
of Sri D G Bindu, met at Bombay and 
reviewed the situation and sought the advise 
of Swamiji for conducting the movement 
There was spontaneous support of the people 
in the surrounding provinces for the freedom 
strucgle in Hyderabad Swamiji was fully 
satisfied with the freedom struggle which was 
gaining momentum in the State 
Swamiji made an appeal to the good sense 
of the Nizam m a letter, dated 21st January, 
1948 ' I am addressing this letter to Your 

Exalted Highness’ , said Swamiji in the spirit 
of a well-wisher of the State and a friend of 
Your Exalted Highness and your dynasty 
I would request your Exalted Highness to make 
a declaration recognising the right of the 
people to shape their own destiny by the 
announcement of Responsible Government 
organically integrated with the structure of 
democratic India that was the only way in 
which the State can survive No attention 
paid to this and the situation remained 
unchanged 

With intense faith in the success of his 
cause Swamiji appealed to the Muslims of 
Ittehad party of Hyderabad The talk of the 
rulers and the ruled* , said Swamiji should 
be discontmued in the interests of the State as 
a whole No people would like to be slaves 
m these days of democracy and freedom 
More over the present oligarchy in Hyderabad 


was not in any way beneficial to the Muslim 
masses as they were in a miserable condition 
Responsible Government would bring happi- 
ness and prosperity to the people If people 
in kashmir could enjoy the fruits of responsible 
government there was no reason why people 
of Hyderabad should be deprived of the same 
rights He requested the Muslims to consider 
the question not with communal but peoples’ 
point of view 

Swamiji also appealed to the Indian people 
and leaders that they should take the cause of 
Hyderabad ns their own He impressed upon 
them that Indian Independence would remain 
incomplete until the people of Hyderabad 
become free Swamiji visualised that Hyder- 
abad problem might be made an international 
problem and many complications would arise 
So before his arrest he warned the Indian 
people that the last battle for Indian freedom 
would be fought on Hyderabad soil and they 
should be prepared for it He also appealed 
to the conscience of the Indian nation to take 
up Hyderabad cause without any delay 

Under the wise guidance of Swami Rama- 
nand Tirth, State Congress gave a magmficient 
account as an organisation of the people, 
during a short period of its one year s existence 
It stood for democratic principles and was 
bound to be successful The freedom struggle 
had the full support of the people of the State 
When Swamiji gave a call people rallied round 
him Students, Kisans Pleaders Patel and 
Patwans, in short the people in general defied 
the government and staked their all The result 
was that the administration in many parts of 
the State was paralysed The people actually 
had disowned the Government Swamiji did 
the same thing in Hyderabad what Sheikh 
Abdullah had done in Kashmir So he was a 
nightmare to the Government of Hyderabad 


72 

He was arrested and detained when he entered 
the State again on 26th January, 1948 

Before his arrest in a public speech at Madras 
on 13th December he very correctly gave the 
picture of the future of Hyderabad 

Swamy Ramanand Tirth addressing a meet- 
ing in Madras held under the auspices of the 
Indian Students’ Congress said ' We want 
accession here and now We will fight out till 
that full accession comes”. One Pakistan, he 
said, had brought unimaginable massacre 
Another Pakistan in the heart of India could 
not be allowed to grow With emotion in his 
voice he said, ‘ I want to submit in this first 
public meeting after my release that the atroci- 
ties perpetrated on the people of Hyderabad, 
arc so immense and so great that the present 
regime cannot justify its existance any longer. 
I assure you, brothers, that it is not Ramanand 
Tirth or his colleagues who are fighung the 
autocratic regime, but the peasant and the 
common man who had risen in revolt In fact 
it is the 22,500 villages in the State that carry 
on the struggle " 


their democratic struggle The Government 
of India should investigate into the whole 
situation before it takes any step in that 
direction”. And this was a warning a grave 
warning, the import of which should not be 
missed 

Then he went to Delhi and met Mahatma 
Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime 
Minister, Sardar Vallabhai Patel, Minister 
for States, Mr V P Menon, Secretary, States 
Ministry, Dr B R Arnbedkar, Minister for 
Law and Dr Pattabhi Sitaramayja, Vice- 
President of the All India States People’s 
Conference 

Swami Ramanand Tirth, President of the 
H>derabad State Congress, at a press confe- 
rence m Delhi reiterated the State Congress 
demands for full Responsible Government ac- 
knowledgement of the nght of the people of the 
State to decide the question ofacccssion to India 
and setting up a Constitutent Assembly in the 
State, based on adult franchise to fnme Hjdera- 
bad s future constitution The Standstill Agree- 
ment docs not solve the problem of Hvderabad 




Swam*;* introducing L. X Gup'a one of the trustees of Ifammua 
Vja'an ShaU to the Pine Minuter. 




Swamtji with Shankar Rao Deo at the Hanuman \ mam Shala 



Swamjji and Shankar Rao Deo and others at the Hanuman % ya>am Shah 1 
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diate and long term programme of the 
Congress for achieving the two-fold objective 
of full Responsible Government in the State 
and its accession to the Indian Union. 

The Statement was prepared by Swanu 
Ramanand before his arrest on 26th January, 
1948 and was released by the State Congress 
office 

The statement further states ' Students 
have already boycotted institutions They 
should intensify it and such of them who have 
Ate mil should offer Satyagraha Pleaders 
can also line up with the forces of freedom by 
refraining from attending courts Village 
officials should resign in large numbers The 
distribution of proscribed literature can forin 
one of the items of Satyagraha once again". 

Refernng to the letter he had addressed to 
the Nizam, Swami Ramanand says that he 
explained "that if he (the Nizam) allows the 
present state of affairs to continue any longer 
it will have disastrous consequences on the 
future of the State Asa well-wisher of the 
State, I have wntten to him that Hyderabad s 
entity can be maintained only as an integral 
part of the Indian Union and the Ruler and 
the dynasty can last only through the establish 
ment of Responsible Gov eminent I considered 
it necessary to convey to him these feelings 
before I offered Satyagraha The Government 
must make way for full Responsible Govern 
men t under the aegis of the Ruler Any delay 
in this direction would be disastrous Shall 
I hope, even at this late hour that statesman 
ship and farsightedness Will influence the 
policies of the Ruler and right decisions 
taken 

Proceeding, Swami Ramanand said. As m 
the past so m the future also, the struggle will 
be continued in a non-violent manner I know 
hve> and properties are insecure and people 


hate the inherent right to defend themselves 
at all costs It is for the Government to 
refrain from using violence I tried to control 
passions running high, but there is a limit to 
everything I would even then expect people 
not to act through provocation but be firm 
and steadfast and carry on the movement to 
the best of their capacity Our path is clear 
Let us be calm and disciplined m all that 
we do May be, a state may come when ro 
guidance from above would be possible Each 
one should act according to his own light 
within the four corners of the programme 
given by the Committee of Action" 

One is reminded of the Programme given 
by Mahatma Gandhi on 8th August, 1942 to 
carry on the 'Quit India' Movement when one 
reads the programme given by Swamiji before 
his arrest on 26th January, 1948 In the 
absence of Swamiji, the Committee of Action 
courageously shouldered the responsibility and 
ably conducted the struggle in the light of the 
broad principles laid down by him 

Various statements issued by Swami Rama 
nand Tirth before his arrest show that he is a 
politician of the first rank, who has a great 
political vision Many or his public utterances 
before and after the dawn of independence, 
have come to be true Hyderabad, he said, 
‘was an integral part of India and it could 
not remain separate from the Indian Union’ 
Further, he said, formation of the Nizam’s 
State m the past was a historic accident. It 
consisted of 90 lakhs of people speaking 
Andhra 50 lakhs speaking Marathi and 
30 lakhs speaking Kannda They belonged 
to the respective areas of the Indian Union 
and their language and culture were the same 
One day or the other Hyderabad would be 
disintegrated and the three parts of Andhra, 
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Maharastra and Kamatak would merge in the 
surrounding areas 

He visualised that Nizam would never 
agree for accession of the State to the Indian 
Union and he could create innumerable 
difficulties to the Indian Union Again he 
said, 'Hyderabad problem will become an 
international problem and it will be difficult 
for the Government of India to tackle it easily 
He Ins not fully satisfied with the Standsttl 
Agreement and requested that the Govemmetft 
of India should act firmly and quickly before 
it was too late He also hmted to the people 
of the Indian Union that a serious situation 
in Hyderabad would arise and asked them to 
take Hyderabad problem as their own And 
thus he appealed to the Indian people to help 
the Freedom Struggle launched by State 
Congress for the accession of Hyderabad to 
the Indian Union 

After the incarceration of Swami Ramanand 
Tirth there were great political developments 
Sn K M Munshi s role as the Agent-General 
m Hyderabad, his efforts to persuade the 
Nizam to accede to Indian Union, the breach 
of the Standstill Agreement, the atrocities of 
the Razakars, the violation of the Indian 
territory by the Razakars, the advice to Nizam 
by Lord Mount Da t ten and other well wishers, 
the great political upsurge in Hyderabad, 
Nizam s appeal to the United Kingdom and 
the United Nations, Hyderabad on war path 
and lastly the establishment of law and order 
by Sardir Valhbh Bliai Patel in Hyderabad, 
other events have formed a part of the 5th 
Volume of the Treedom Struggle in Hyderabad 
Moreover, the facts mentioned above are still 
fresh in the memory or the people of Hjdera* 
bad and they need not be mentioned here 

Police action opened a new chapter in the 
!lh*ory of Freedom Struggle tn H>derabad 


There was a great satisfaction throughout 
India as the old regime ended and a new 
democratic set up was to begin The Nizam, 
m the cease fire order issued on the 18th 
September, 1948 said, 7 have also issued 
orders immediately to release Swann Ramanand 
Tirth, President of the State Congress, who, I 
am sure will help Hyderabad in this crisis I 
have also ordered the cancellation of orders 
and warrants against members of the Central 
Committee of Action of the State Congress . 
After his release. Swarm Ramanand Tirth 
contacted Sri K M Munshi and m a broad- 
casting message appealed to the people to help 
the military in establishing law and order in 
the State 

Swami Ramanand Tirth was congratulated 
by the all India leaders including Sri T Praka 
sam, the Ex-Chief Minister of Madras and 
Sn Kala Venkat Rao, the then Revenue 
Minister 

T Prakasam said, 4 Our gallant Indian 
troops have accomplished a work with light- 
ning speed and liberated the enslaved popula- 
tion’ He congratulated the people of 
Hyderabad and particularly Swami Ramanand 
Tirth and his fellow workers of the State 
Congress 

Kala Venkat Rao said, "On the day the 
Hyderabad State Congress inaugurated its 
Satyagraba about a year ago I sent my message 
wishing it all success in if* efforts to end the 
archaic Government To-day is a proud day 
in the history of our nation Our national 
militia has achieved the wonder of wonders in 
having secured control over the Nizam in less 
than five days We must be proud of our 
■rmy. I heartily congratulate Swami Rama- 
nand Tirth and through lum. the people of 
Hyderabad, more than half of whom arc 
Andhras*’ 


75 


Swami Ramanand Tirth m a press note said 
that all the Hyderabad State Congress leaders 
had been released and they would be meeting 
.here very soon to discuss their future plan of 
action He said that the future of Hyderabad 
State had to be decided by the free will of the 
people m general who were very grateful to the 
union of India and particularly to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, India s Prime Minister and 
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, the Deputy Prime 
Minister for accurate appreciation of the 
situation m the State, and sending troops at a 
timely moment 

Swami Ramanand Tirth went to Delhi and 
had a talk with Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, 
Deputy Prime Minister, on 23rd September, 
1948 and acquainted him with the situation in 
Hyderabad Earlier, he met Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and had a talk with him about Hydera- 
bad affairs 

On his arrival in Delhi the Swamiji got into 
touch with all his colleagues of the All India 
Sta es Peoples Conference ’particularly with 
Sheikh Abdullah President of the Conference 
He conveyed to him the Good wishes of the 
people of Hyderabad and their gratitude for 
the active help which he had pledged on behalf 
of both the Conference and the people of 
Kashmir 

The establishment of peace in Hyderabad 
was a glorious success to the people of the 
State Swami Ramanand Tirth toured all the 
districts of the State and was welcomed by 
lakhs of people Many addresses were present 
ed to him and he was called the Liberator of 
the people , from feudal rule But there was 
a sorry tale of a section of the people who had 
suffered before during and after the Police 
action Swami Ramanand Tirth and his 
colleagues toured the districts where many 
people had fell victims and had suffered 


heavily Hindus suffered before the police 
action at the hands of Razakars and the 
Muslims suffered as a result of police action 
and by the un social elements The military 
Government of Hyderabad spent about 
90 lakhs of rupees in rehabilitating the people 
who had suffered Swamy Ramanand Tirth 
and his colleagues helped the Government in 
the humanitarian work of rehabilitating the 
people of the State 

Swamy Ramanand Tirth has got to his credit 
great political achievements But he suffered 
two reverses m his political work As soon as 
peace was established in Hyderabad he asked 
the High Command to transfer power to the 
State Congress which could form the Ministry 
This demand was not conceded by Sardar 
Vallabh Bhai Patel for various reasons He 
said the process of democratization should be 
slow and the military government will be 
replaced by a civil team to prepare the ground 
for the responsible government Thus Swami 
Ramanand Tirth could not succeed in estabh 
shing popular government in Hyderabad 
immediately after the Police Action 

Secondly he could not coutznue in power as 
the Congress President as various forces were 
working against him On account of the 
breach of discipline by some Congress-men 
disciplinary action was taken against them 
There was a difference of opinion on this issue 
and Swamiji was requested not to do so Then 
the dissident Congressmen formed a parallel 
organization with Sn Janardan Rao Desai as 
the President and Sri B Ramakrishna Rao as 
the Secretary They started agitation against 
the group of Swamy Ramanand Tirth and 
Congress High Comand had to intervene The 
result was that Shn D G Bindu a great 
colleage of Swami Ramanand Tirth was elected 
as the Congress President 
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It is rightly said that in the freedom struggle, 
generally there is no group rivalry But when 
the question of distribution of fruits of the 
struggle arises various groups spring up to 
capture power That exactly happened in 
Hyderabad After the general election m 
1952 A D it fell to the lot of Sn B Rama* 
kmhna Rao to form a Cabinet as the Chief 
Minister He not only maintained balance 
among various groups reflected in the Cabinet 
but also very ably conducted the administration 
for five vears During his regime many 
development works w ere undertaken for tbe 
welfare of the people It is a matter of great 
satisfaction that the struggle started by the State 
Congress for responsible government in 
Hyderabad was crowned with success Luckly 
Sn B Ramakrishna Rao, Andhra leader was 
tbe first and the last Chief Minister of Hydera 
bad Government which paved the way for the 
disintegration of Hyderabad and the formation 
of Andhra Pradesh 

Swamiji was elected to the Parliament m 
1952 and he continued to be a member for ten 
years He made a great contribution to the 
Parliamentary debates and his speeches were 
very much appreciated After retirement from 
Parliament Swamiji has completely dedicated 


himself to education and constructive work* 
He is now devoting much of his time to the 
spiritual development He is working also for 
the memorial of Swami Rama Txrth and pro- 
pagation of his philosophy. He is happy that 
his two objectives namely, integration of 
Hyderabad w’lth the Indian Union and for- 
mation of linguistic States in the South are 
achiev ed 

Swami Ramanand Tirth s Life Mission is 
fulfilled He has served the country and the 
people for more than four decades A survey 
of political events in India for tbe last forty 
years and the review of the great contribution 
made by Swami Ramanand Tirth during this 
period to the National Movement led by 
Mahatma Gandhi show that he has fully paid 
the price of freedom Jn Hyderabad it was he 
who led the people s movement successfully 
He is a sanyasi and has no wordly ambitions 
except to serve the people It is rightly said 
m Snmadbhagawata that great men live not for 
their self interest but for the welfare of the 
world and the progress of the people His life 
is inspiring in many respects and the political 
work he has done in Hyderabad will certainly 
form an important chapter in the history of 
freedom struggle in India 


A PROFOUND INSPIRER 


k VAIDYANATHAN 

I attempt to unfold the pages of political 
history of the Hyderabad State under the 
rule of the Nizam in the first half of this 
century, many an event of importance, connec- 
ted to the life of revered late Vaman Ramchan 
dra Naik crowd m my mind For m those 
early days, his life and what may be then be 
termed as political movement m the State were 
welded together into an one undivided whole 
It must be said to his credit that he aloDg with 
a few of his close colleagues, awakened the 
social and political consciousness of the people 
of the State and goaded them to action to the 
extent possible under the then conditions The 
Indian National Congress under the able leader- 
ship of Mahatma Gandhi was finding its way 
through and gradually building itself The 
Britishers were still well established in their 
saddles Under their all powerful protection, 
the Indian State rulers felt no qualms to throt 
tie the aspirations of the people and crush any 
symptom of political awakening He knew how 
to build up an organisation, how to gather 
workers round him, how to honour and help 
sincere workers It may be said without any 
fear of contradiction that he was a man of the 
people and there was no aspect of the public 
life, educational, cultural, social and political 
too, which had not the endearing, enriching 
and soothing touch of his great personality. 


The cruel hand of fate snatched him away from 
the midst of his people in a premature age in 
the forties of this century His death created 
a void in the public life of the State which was 
too difficult to fill in There was a vacuum 
and a stagnancy m the political arena for nearly 
half a decade and more thereafter During this 
period, the Indian National Congress was 
making great strides and growing m strength 
Its counterpart, the States Peoples Conference, 
was also getting stronger and stronger The 
people in Hyderabad State could not remain 
unaffected by the flow of events Now and 
then, there were small but forceful currents in 
the state politics which created a stir in the 
placid surface, which was evidence of a deep 
and strong ferment at the deep recess of the 
minds of the people in the State As the move- 
ment gained strength, the Government of the 
State, as all autocratic governments do and rely 
upon reactionary forces, set up the reactionary 
and fool hardy amongst the Muslims of the 
State to counter it Events looked ominous 
Truly has it been said in the Bhagawad Gita 
unrighteousness increases and establish right- 
eusness He does it through some human 
agency only His words should be fulfilled 
He manifests himself in several forms and m 
several ways to fulfil the purpose of the tune 
Swami Ramananda Tirth was essentially an 
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educationist and therefore also a social cons- 
tructive worker Politics was foreign to hts 
innate nature, upbringing and also the order 
to which he belonged Yet, he felt that the 
cause which he espoused, which'be longed to 
serve, to which he had dedicated himself, viz 
education of the youths, education of the gene- 
rations yet to come, could not be truly fulfilled 
in the duress of those days without political 
freedom His passionate thirst for social sen ice 
could not be quenched under the political 
oppression of the peopl*. the Hindus, the 
Muslims, the Christians and others He, there- 
fore, plunged into politics and filled in the void 
which was created by the passing away of late 
Vaman Naik and ably did he fill in the place 
He played his part nobly, courageously and to 
a successful end till the fifties of the century 
Record of events of those days, the bold and 
forthright manner in which he faced the threat 
ernngs and nefarious activities of Ittehadul - 
Muslamm under the misguided and fool hardy 
leadership of Kasim Razvi are well known to 
need recounting 

Although circumstances dragged him into 
the political arena deep in the bottom of his 
mind there was a longing passion m him to 
cut himself asunder from politics and devote 
to educational, social, cultural and spiritual 
activities Hence, even as the leader of the 
State Congress later the State branch of the 
Indian National Congress he too*. keen interest 
In the constructive activities in the State and 
elsewhere too Be it the labour movement be 
it the Khadi and Village Industries movement 
ben the library or other educational fields 
Swamyi s blessings and participation was 


always had Swamyi loved to endear himself 
to all sections of people, Communists, Socia 
lists and Congressites, Hindus Muslims 
Christians and others without distinction At 
times this brbught him into grave troubles 
but, he, like a true leader of iron will stood the 
tempest and won the battles as every fighter of 
noble intent and purpose did , because, his was 
to love, soothe and bnng into his fold all 
those that strayed nway 

Whatever one may do in the steep current 
of events, m the exuberance of times, the 
innate nature asserts itself and ultimately he 
finds peace in things that are suited to his 
temparament, culture and upbringing Truly 
has it been reflected in the life of Swamyi 
Therefore he is now devotedly, peacefullv 
and joyfully engaged m educational activities, 
connected as he is to many educational institi 
tutions in the Marathwada and to social and 
economic activity through the Hyderabad 
Khadi Samiti of which be is the founder 
president I have no doubt that he will, even 
as he did in the political field seethe fulfil 
ment of his cb ensbed hopes through these 
institutions 

Makhara Sankaranthi the fourteenth of 
January is the day on which long before 
Swamyi was initiated mto the order of the 
Sanyasins of the Ram Thntha mutt I welcome 
and always recollect that day with pride and 
pleasure because it gave to us one whose 
life has been and will continue to be an xnspirer 
of youths notonTy of Hyderabad but of the 
whole country I wish him many returns of 
that auspicious day 


SWAMIJI: A SYMBOL OF 
EMANCIPATION 


J B UPADHYAYA 

X came in contact with Swami Ramanand 
Tirthm 1939 I had just then swallowed the 
first bitter and bjrning draught of the call for 
freedom, when as one of the senior students 
in the Osmama University, I too was called 
to lead the famous Vande Mataram movement 
Overnight 1 became an unwanted stranger to 
all those near and dear ones, with whom I had 
an association spread over years I was just 
21 years old and was thinking of continuing 
my education, in M A at the Nagpur 
University 

Swamiji s institution the Yogeshwan Nutan 
Vidyalaya at Amba Jogai (Mominabad) was 
badly in need of a teacher, who could teach 
history and geography Through a friend of 
mine I was taken to Swamiji who was then 
staying at Sunder Bhavan, Jam Bagh Swamiji 
after enquiring about ray willingness asked me 
to take up work immediately In a couple of 
days I was at Mominabad a small place for 
me who had spent most of his life till then in 
Hyderabad All along my journey from 
Hyderabad to Parli Vaijnath, by train, I was 
feeling rather like changing my mind, at the 
sight of the undeveloped countryside and the 
dull atmosphere When I got down at Parli 
Vaijnath there was a sudden transformation 
in my mind 1 completely forgot the comforts 
of the City and my earlier thoughts of changing 


my mind had disappeared The reason for 
this was the very affectionate and cdrdial 
welcome that was accorded to me by the two 
students from the school, who were deputed 
to receive me and take me by bus to Momma- 
bad It was almost 10 O clock in the night 
when we reached Mominabad, and I was 
lodged in the student s hostel 

The next day, Sn Bethuji, the Head Master, 
who was gentJemanlmess personified and he 
is the younger brother of Swamiji, drafted me 
for my work Though I could stay for a few 
months in this institution, I can never forget 
the great and lasting impression it has made 
on my mind 

I wish to describe how the personality of 
Swamiji even m his physical absence from the 
place inspired and guided, every teacher and 
student of the institution 

When I recall to my mind the discipline and 
the nacent atmosphere of freedom and 
fearlessness, among the teachers and students 
of this school, I am reminded of Mahatma 
Gandhi s Ashram at Sevagram where I staved 
for a few days in the early part of 1939 

Swamiji had established this school not 
merely to impart education according to the 
Government syllabus but to make out of the 
young boys, who came from different parts of 
the State, fearless fighters of freedom and 
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men of character and grit, who would devote 
their precious energy and time m achieving 
this object 

Those were the days when the civil rights of 
the people were not only denied to them but 
such of those who thought of them 
were mercilessly persecuted Even in the city 
of Hyderabad, elderly lawyers, who claimed 
to be the political representatives and leaders 
of the people and where there was comparati- 
vely more regard for them by the higher 
officials of the State, they in the name of 
political struggle did nothing more than 
passmg one or two resolutions, taking into 
consideration the moods of the Government 
Even in such an atmosphere, Mominabad had 
a freshness of its own, in advocating the rights 
of the people The students fearlessly celebra- 
ted the 29th of January the day of demanding 
complete freedom, Tilak Jayanti and other 
occasions, inspite of the police watch on 
them 

The Police would be watching for the 
opportunity of catching the organisers and 
participants or such meetings red-handed, but 
all these were so cleverly manouvered that the 
Police was always the beaten side in this game 

This school was a training ground for the 
future freedom fighters of Hyderabad Due 
to the high character and lofty ideals set down 
by Swamiji and austerity followed by the staff 
and students, the institution, not only comman 
ded respect from the common people all over 
the State but was also a source of inspiration 
to them The people loved it as their own 
child and were ready to sacrifice anything for 
Its welfare The secret of this popularity was 
the magic effect of Swamiji's personality behind 
the whole ihow Though Swamiji was away 
l la Hyderabad, people fell his prcience in the 
Institution and rcspecied and served it in the 


same measure, as if he was bodily present 
there I would mention just one example to 
illustrate my point It was m the winter 
season, that year, that Mominabad was 
infected by plague, which was a regular annual 
visitor m those days m almost all the districts 
of Hyderabad It was not possible to run the 
school in the town It was decided to shift 
it outside in the jungles. Many people had 
moved out of the town People when they 
came to know about the school, voluntarily 
offered, help in the form of supplying zinc 
sheets and erecting sheds and camps for the 
school The school was shifted into the 
fields away from the town of Mominabad 
Hardly had it functioned there for a fortnight 
when that place also became infected Once 
again the problem of closing the institution 
began to occupy the minds of the responsible 
people The students were not ready to go 
back to their native places because they were 
more at home with the disciplined and syste- 
matic life in the school than at their homes 
and the freedom of thought and movement 
they enjoyed under the care and guidance of 
the fearless teachers was not to be found 
anywhere else Wilh the popularity and 
respect that Swamiji and his institution 
commanded, it was not difficult to find alter 
native accommodation Many surrounding 
villages invited the authorities to run the school 
at their own places, that were free from plague 
It was at last shifted to a place called Ghat- 
nandura I want to impress upon ihe readers 
the importance of the g eat popularity, respect 
and admiration that Swamiji commanded even 
m the darkest days of repression, and how 
the people at the risk of all fearlessly serv ed 
him and his cause Thu shows how fearless 
and dynamic was his leadership Hit leader 
jhlp had the imp ring and envigoratmg 
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freshness of a cool mountain breeze. People 
spontaneously responded to his call I saw 
that inspite of the oppressive measures of the 
then Government and the severe restrictions 
on peoples' thought and movement, Swamiji 
and his workers moved freely in these regions 
and they commanded more obedience and-' 
following from the people than the Government 
officials 

I should describe the great ideals that 
inspired the members of the staff who 
worked with an inspiration of the true satya- 
grahis. They were not attracted to the school 
just for the sake of monetary gams. On the 
other hand they worked day and night for not 
only m teaching the students their lessons of 
the text-books, but in building up their 
character and grounding them to become 
fearless fighters of freedom. Here there was 
complete intellectual freedom Study circles 
of various shades of opinion, under the 
guidance of able teachers were run. Many 
teachers, by their own personal life too, were 
identified as representing a particular school 
of thought. There were congressites.Ramadasis, 
Gandhians, Communists, Marxists followers 
ofShivajietc But all held Swamiji as their 
ideal and as their supreme leader and gave 
implicit obedience to him 
To mention a few members of the staff* Sri 
Bethuji the Head Master, was the fountain of 
kindness and sympathy, where as Baba Sahab 
was the live wire of the school in every depart- 
ment He was the 'Sardar Patel* of the school 
Whenever a tough problem, either of 
organisation or discipline or of providing 
conveniences to students, or funds, cropped 
up it was Baba Saheb, who had to handle 
them In moments of crisis all eyes turned to 
Baba Saheb who was the most dynamic leader 
cum-teacher, next to Swamiji only 


Then there were two Deshpandes, apart 
from V. D. They were considered to be the 
epitomes of discipline in their personal life 
They had developed so much self-control that 
they gave up cooked food for days together 
If one lived on ground-nuts and parched rice, 
the other consumed fried gram and puffed rice 
only One even made an experiment of Jiving 
on grass itself Very obedient students would 
gather with great affection tender blades of 
grass for their revered Guruji, as one would 
gather the tender ‘durva’ for Ganesh puja In 
this institution one would find the reflection 
of the chaste and pure, selfless and inspiring 
atmosphere of the Ashrams of ancient Rishis, 
of the Buddhistic viharas and the Gandhian 
ashrams I have seen this kind of freshness 
in the very atmosphere, m a very few places, 
as in the Ashrams of Ramana Maharshi, at 
Tiruvannamalai or at Swami Sivananda's 
Ashram at Rishikesh and more so at Bapu’s 
Ashram at Sevagram When I am writing 
this article, my heart aches with an yearning 
to live once again in those days and in that 
atmosphere Inspite of being in the thick of 
politics Swamiji, always had a special corner 
in his heart for this institution of his, that was 
the nursery of the future leaders 
I am compelled to think of Mahatmaji m 
this context who mspite of being m the thick 
of political movement never forgot the 
institutions he had created for carrying on 
constructive work as the Saranjam Karyalaya, 
the institution of NaiTalim, All-India Harjjan 
Se\ak Sangh etc Swamiji has been gifted 
with the great, and rare capacity to attract 
people and also to hold them together It is 
only a chosen few that are given these 
capacities by God to fulfil his missions 
Today we are a free people in a free country 
The biggest task of moulding the people of 
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India m*o a disciplined nation is yet to be 
achiesed This can be achieved only when 
people are educated and trained not only m 
the socio-economic and political fields but 
more so in the ethical and spiritual fields. 
Unless the character and the thought of the 
younger generation is built upon these lines, 
it is very difficult to foresee the coming up of a 
great nation, that lives for its ideals and 
values rather than for, mere material gams 
only 

I feel that in this direction of the moral and 
spiritual regeneration of our society, Swaraiji 


has still to play his most important role The 
make-up of his personality, his disciplined 
life, his determination and grit and the sweep 
of his mind and his powers of introspection, 
all befit him to once again lead the common 
m3n to the path of real peace and progress 
May Poojya Swamiji live for many man) 
years amidst us, to sene us and guide us and 
lift us from the mire of moral and spiritual 
fall ' With this prayer, though selfish f 
once again pay ray respects to this great 
champion of the Dandranarayana and the 
inspiring symbol of human emancipation 



SWAMIJI AS A JOURNALIST 


V. H. DESAT 

Those who have followed the Political career 
of Swami Ramananda Tjrtha since the birth 
of the Hyderabad State Congress in 1939 till 
he came to hyponotise the people in the 
Hyderabad State during the 1947 freedom 
struggle, very many people — his closest friends 
and colleagues, his political opponents and 
Iceen observers of men — have given different 
versions about the man and his work But 
today they all agree that but for Swami Rama- 
nanda Tirtha, Hyderabad State physically and 
emotionally would not have been integrated 
with the rest of the country, and it was again 
due to him that we are now having Andhra 
Pradesh State after the disintegration of the 
formerly princely State of Hyderabad * 

My association, nay my contact, with Swam/// 
during the freedom struggle in 1947 was in no 
way different from the relations the Congress 
President had with other members of the Press, 
untill I was myself arrested on 22nd November 
1947, and detained in the same ward where 
stalwarts like Swamiji, Sri B Ramaknshna Rao, 
Dr G S Melkote, Dr M Chenna Reddy, Sn 
K V Ranga Reddy, Pandit Narendraji, to name 
only a few, were detained It was a blessing in 
disguise forme Then Swamiji knew for the first 
time perhaps that I too responded to hts call * 
After the Police Action id September 1948 
and soon after my release I joined * The new 


Life” in August 1949 on its editorial staff, and 
during the brief period of its life, I came closer 
to Swamiji and studied him But my real 
association with him started when I was 
appointed as the Assistant Editor of "The 
Vision’*, under the editorship of Swamiji 
himself m April 1950 On that occasion he 
called it "a day” for himself as a journalist of 
no mean calibre, while writing "About Our- 
selves” to make his first bow as Editor He 
wrote "Frustration and darkness have encircl- 
ed the people of Hyderabad Causes apart, we 
have to face the grim reality. No people can 
move forward unless they see and feel light 
that can guide them even through the darkest 
moments At times the prospects seem wellnigh 
i mpossible Single-handed, or with many, 
"The Vision * will try to show the light in its 
own humble, un-assummg all the same, clear 
way” The venture was on the pattern of 
Mahatmaji s * Young India* and ‘Hanjan *’ 
Swamiji's journalism was abruptly cut-short 
on March 26, 1951, with the last appearance 
of * The Vision”, and during this short, but 
sweet period, Swamiji must have consoled 
himself that he did his job well and truly, as 
per the dictates of his conscience Alas’ Thtre 
were not many people who could appreciate a 
new and vigorous journalism, such as ' The 
Vision " 
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only by his political fervour offered himself as 
the first President of the Hyderabad State 
Congress and disobeyed the tyrramc orders of 
the Nizam's Government, with his four brilliant 
associates and courted arrest on the 24th of 
October 1938 He nominated Swamiji as the 
first dictator in whom were vested all the 
powers of the Working Committee to carry on 
the vigorous activities of the State Congress 
It was on the 27th of October 1938 that 
Swamiji offered Satyagraha with his secretaries 
near the Putli Bowli Police Station Headdressed 
a letter to the Police Commissioner informing 
him of his decision to start his business at 
3 PM on that day The Commissioner of 
Police was addressed as " Dear Sweet Self * 
and closed as ' With best regards m Lord 
The whole letter breathes an atmosphere of 
serenity and determination 
A few sceptical souls are likelv to think that 
Swamiji was not the first person who led the 
Satyagraha, because the ordeal was passed 
through by late Sri Nanai first True, but in 
tbc wonderful state of the Nizam, plants of 
indigenous Indian culture were hard to grow 
A university was established and education 

was spreading but it was not of the type 

• Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye Full eighteen years 
had to elapse after the appearance of the 
illuminating leadership of Gandhiji when the 
subjects of the Nizam had begun to stretch 
their limbs and yawn and be awakened by the 
slavis sluiber and stupor A resolute champion 
0 f freedom may offer Satyagaha on the first 
but there should have been another person 
f iron will and stcc! determination to take his 
° and keep the flame burning Truth is 
^ 3CC vehement and assertive Swamji was 
*" d m odKt Naml s sat>agraha had a 
Q ulCt d wider connolism Swamiji, being 
deep er 0 . Sat\agraha would not has e 

& Sanyn> in 


produced a grater effect that a fleabite to the 
huge leviathan of Nizam’s Government 
Though Swamiji was a Saty3grahi of the 
Gandhian brand theNizam spolice treated him 
as a vagrant and framed a chapter case against 

him Swamiji appreciated the talents of the 
Hyderabad Police for assessing his activities 
quite accurately for being a Sanyasin, & n y 
spot in ihe wl ole world was as good as his 
home to him 

The statemm s issued by Swamiji after this 
occasion have always been the cream of 
political philosophy dyed in Gandhian colow 
His statement, which was distributed on this 
occasion bristles with epigrams and aphorisms, 
pregnant with political truths We refuse to 
be cowed down by the threats of Government 
It has lost all moral support of the public It 
has got to yield to the popular will Opposition 
to tyranny is the worship of God Keep the 
flame burning Ours is a purely national game 
and play it We are not to be deterred byany 
odds No not even if the dearest and the 
nearest cry, look not back, advance forward 
and march These sentences show the sterner 
stuff of which the Swamiji is made He further 
said I am a Sanyasm and belong to no caste, 
creed or community I stand above these 
The whole world is my family and to serve is 
my religion I find that the ideal of the State 
Congress is purely national and I join it m 
order to serve it as best as I can 
When jnjai! Swamiji was meted out wrost 
treatment of which we learn from others He 
himself witnessed a tragic event of inhuman 
and brutal treatment given by the Police in 
jail It was the lashing and caning m/licted 
upon a Satvagrahi Rarochandra Rao who was 
dis-allowcd to recite Vandemataram Ram* 
chandra Rao was lashed so severely that his 
blood-vessels ruptured, still he did not give up 




S»amiji. Ramakrishna Rao and the Nizam waiting at the Air Port 
for the arrival of the Prime Minuter 
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Swamiji's contribution to Hyderabad Jour- 
nalism was not only super in its own way, but 
definitely introduced a type of journalism, which 
is very difficult to come by especially these days 
with the exception of Gandhiji s own writings 
Commercialism was not anywhere near 
Swamiji s scheme m running this journal. Not 
only Swamij s, but all the Press personal were 
inspired by the same ideal of service to the 
great cause for which the paper was started 
Inspite of the hero-worship of Swamiji by 
the people of Hyderabad then, he never 
succumbed to the temptations of advertise- 
ments to eam cheap profits It can be easily 
imagined what an enoromous sum could have 
been earned by such a journal, which was 
being edited by no less an all-India personality 
like Swamiji And, m conducting The Vision 
throughout its short life he firmly stuck to his 
principles of the freedom of journalism from 
the taint of commercialism 

Journalism had its own typical growth in 
India Men like Aurobmdo Tilak, Gokhale, 
late Lajpatrai Moulana Abul Kalam Aazad, 
Deshbhandu Das and Rabindranath and above 
all, Mahatma Gandhi— all had their journals 
through which they preached their views and 
influenced the minds of their countrymen in 
the ways of their own pursuits 
Swarm Ramananda Tirtha is a great lover of 
his people and humamtj and he may not be a 
journalist in the orthodox sense of the term, 
but he showed that he i> more than that, and 
if the profession does not recognise his services 
it will be the poorer for it 

Alt things said and done I had m> own 
plcaseat experience with Swamiji as a jour- 
nalist so to say Swamiji had given me a free 
hand in bringing out Tue Gandhi Numb-r 
on January 30, 1951. and inspired by his words 
t I dul bring out the special number, whiwh 


brought long awaited “kudos" from him and 
I cherish the same to this day 
I now sometimes feel that Swamiji had done 
a great disservice to journalism by closing 
down ' The Vision Perhaps he was too much 
ahead of the times, or perhaps, the time was- 
not catching up with his new way of thinking 
Some of the articles written by Swamiji then 
still hold good today, and indeed, they speak of 
the days ahead of us I wish even now that 
Swamiji should take to editing atleast * 
monthly magazine, which should enable the 
people to follow the many currents and cross- 
currents m every walk of our life m a proper 
perspective 

Swamiji must return to journalism and try to 
lead the people on the right road to progress 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha was a lion in the 
garb of saffron-robes It was he w'ho delivered 
the goods on behalf of the people of the erst- 
while Hyderabad State His message to the 
detenues of the Gulberga jail m July 1948 still 
echoes in the ears of man) a freedom fighter* 

I will hold on the banner aloft even at the 
risk of being shot , were the words of Swamiji, 
which rekindle light in the darkness even to 
this day,* 

Swamiji was an idealist-joumahst and that 
was why he had not a long run as Editor 
That was one among the many greatest 
tragedies that Swamiji had to experience in his 
political career But, Swamiji still can stage 
a camc-back as a super-journalist May he 
hvelong and continue to guide the people 
through his silent work Whether in power or 
not, the name of Swamiji would go down in 
modern history of India, as a man who 
awakened the people from slumber, and then 
made them men out of the dust 1 

As a journal].!, I deem it my pnvi ege to 
salute him on his 61st Birthday May God grant 
him many many happy returns of the day +■ 


SWAMIJI THE FATHER OF POLITICAL 
TRANSITION IN THE NIZAM’S STATE 

R M JOSH I 


A confused mind is unable to determine the 
cause of a phenomenon and particularly so 
when the event is huge and complex Inductive 
logic has exhaustively anal} sed the aspect of 
philosophy and has offered scientific rules to 
establish causal relations in a senes of 
occurrances Without thinking in the light of 
these principles to locate the cause of a complex 
phenomenon 15 not easy 
The Nizam s State was ruled by a monarch 
Nauab Mir Osman Ah Khan Bahadur till the 
17th of September 1948 since which date the 
State became a part of the Democratic Sove 
reign Repub ic of India Who was responsible 
for this great political cataclysm? To determine 
this is a very knotty problem Some say Major 
General J N Chaudhari freed the State from 
the shackles of slavery There are others who 
hold that the renunciatory spirit of the Nizam 
himself was the cause of this transformation 
There are others who cleverly locate this 
responsibility on the shoulders of Sri Kasim 
Razvi the supreme commander of the Razakars 
While Sardar Patel the Iron man of Bharat is 
considered to b“ the sole person who dismantled 
the barriers preventing t! e free p'a> of demo 
cratic atmosphere in the State Tins list can 
be enlarged interminably and yet one shall 
have to admit that there is only a gram of 
truth in all these views but none of them is 


the indispensable cause of this political 
metampsychosis There are a few highbrowed 
critics who dislike lo associate personalities 
with this transformation of immense magnitude 
and aver that the forces of democracy unleashed 
at the conclusion of Ihe Second World War are 
the root cause of the total disappearance of 
autocracy from the Nizam’s State But we 
after carefully studying the chain of events and 
weighing its different Jinks, look upon Swami 
Ramaaanda Tmha as the father of this great 
political transition We shall disucss (ha 
mailer briefly here and establish the authenticity 
of our remark in the following few lines ’ 
Swamiji made his public appearance on the 
stage of Hyderabad State in 1929 as an educa 
tronist and a social worker Before this he had 
fully qualified himself to betake to the cause of 
his choice Swamiji was gifted with remarkabl 
mental and intellectual qualities tempered with 
moderation and gentility He was hi»hl 
educated before he offered to jo m the / * 
tional institution at Hipperga a p aigah * 
m the Osmanabad district He had acted ^ 
secretary to the famous Internationa! r h ** 
leader Narayan Malhar Joshi of Bomba ° Uf 
completed his appnnticeship f 0r S0Clal 3Dd 
political work In his mission to advan ^ 
cause of labour he had organised a CC 
Sholapur and was arrested This . e at 
,pi '"had 
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seasoned him to become a good leader and 
commander. It is said he alone can command 
well who knows to obey well Another signifi- 
cant trait that fully fitted him for the mission of 
his life was he had donned the other robe of a 
Sanjasin. Swamyi never hankers after autho- 
rity to obtain material aggrandizement Many 
people think Swamiji shot up like a meteor on 
the political norizon of Hyderabad But 
nothing is more untrue than this Shortsighted 
and unwary persons are not able to discuss the 
heaps of intelligent hard work piled behind the 
apparently sparkling surface of a great piece 
of art Swamiji galvanised the atmosphere at 
Hipperga and converted the institution into a 
radiating centre for good and then moved to 
Mominabad in Beed district in 1932 He laid 
deep foundations for another educational 
institution on the fertile soil of the Jogeshwari 
Vidyalaya, which has evolved into a full-fledged 
First Grade Degree College for art & Science 
The impressionable young students and 
enthusiastic workers had a profo nd impact of 
Swamiji s personality and they imbibed a 
spirit of patriotism and self-denial Yet 
Swamiji s influence had not reached Hyderabad 
or any other part of the State except the 
Marathwada The Jogeshwan Vidyalaya affair 
proved to be a very strenuous task He had 
to pay repeated visits to Hyderabad and dance 
attandance at the offices of the State Educa- 
tional authorities, to secure permission for 
every progressive step from primary to the 
High Scoool stage Swamiji is a model of 
patience and perseverence He met local leaders 
m Hyderabad draf r ed and redrafted petitions 
both in Urdu and English according to varying 
suggestions of local influential men, submitted 
the applications and secured permission for the 
High School No wonder that the results of 
this Vidyalaya were superior to those of the 


Government schools Tew could realise the 
significance of such radical peaceful work. 
Lawyers, doctors, bankers and merchants 
could not understand how Swamiji was 
nourishing the roots of the budding genera- 
tions 

Though the Nizam's Government was moving 
heaven and earth to prevent the penetration of 
democratic influences m the State, still the thou- 
ghtful were alerted by the dm and thunders of 
the Gandhian era They attended the annual 
Congress sessions, read political literature and 
became keenly conscious of their slatery 
Parishads and Sabhas were started for all 
the three regions m the State. The first such 
Panshad was held at Partur, in Marathwada 
under the presidentship oflate Sri Govind Rao 
Nanai n 1937 Swamiji attended the 
Conference in his unassuming manner but 
came into contact with numerous workers from 
Marathwada all vibrant with aspirations for a 
bnght political future for the country A 
switch over from educational field to a wider 
one with a definite aim was quite congenial to 
the nature of Swamiji 

The second session of the Panshad took place 
at Latur in 1938 where the collector had 
pitched his camp to watch and control the 
proceedings of the Conference The organisers 
exercised moderation but the Collector was 
bent upon putting a brake and assert Govern- 
ment authority A few enthusiasts desired to 
be stubborn and disobey the orders But it 
was Swamiji who come forward to tell the 
firebrand workers that they were not organised 
and disciplined therefore the wisest thing for 
them was to beat retreat and be discrete If 
they really meant to launch civil disobedience 
they should choose another path and not be 
spasmodic and boisterous It was here that 
the people could see the first flashes of Swamyi s 
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spiritual strength Friends requested Swaraiji 
to severe his connection with educational 
institutes and work for the political emancipa- 
tion of the State It was at this time that 
Kashmath Rao Vaidya who presided over the 
People s Educational Conference invited 
Swamijt to participate m the deliberations of 
the Conference He made critical observations 
on the Mackenzie Report He was invited to 
speak in the celebrations of the Ganesh Utsav 
at several places in Hyderabad He delivered 
an inspiring lecture on the Janraashtami at the 
Osmania University 

Swamiji s entry on the political stage was 
smooth and silent Communion with Nature 
and companionship of innocent children are 
dearest to Swamiji but he denied those spiritual 
pleasures to himself and threw himself into the 
political arena Till the attainment of freedom 
for the State, he had to face all the merciless 
measures used against him by the repressive 
Government of the Nizam And you can ne\er 
find a better smiling and willing sufferer than 
Swamiji for the cause of justice and peace 
Though he never aspired to hold even the 
highest post in the administration, when offered, 
he had to deal with personalities in power 
Being a true Sanyasm, he does not like to give 
scope to misunderstanding and prejudice But 
when you deal with personalities, inspite of 
equity and fairplay, you have to face angula- 
rities of human mind Swamiji s great sacrifice 
in treading the rough path of politics was that 
he had to give him mental equipoise and 
unnecessarily to soil his hands 

Leaders in H)derabad were eager to set up 
an organisation like the State Congress after 
returning from the Hanpura Congress The 
necessity for Responsible Government was 
emphatically voiced in the People s Convention 
this year (1938) A Provisional Committee 


was formed in July 1938 Appeals were issued 
to start an organisation like the State Congress 
Membership drive was vigorously pursued and 
9th September was fixed for holding a General 
Body meeting at which elections of office- 
bearers would be effected But the Nizam's 
Government headed by Sri Akbar Hydan tried 
every means m its power to frustrate the plans 
for the formation of such a political body The 
aims and objects of the organisation were the 
attainment of Responsible Government under 
the aegis of the Nizam and Mere were no 
restrictions imposed on memberships The 
Government dubbed the organisation as 
communal Mahatmaji wrote in the Hanjan 
issue of the 1 7th Sept 1938 regarding this 
He said “What can be the meaning of commu- 
nalism in a State which is overwhelmingly one 
population according to religion’ ' Negotia- 
tions, deputations, declarations, discussions, 
and statements were m full swing Names of 
persons like Bahadur Yar Jung, All Yar Jung, 
Narsing Rao Vaidya, RamaKnshna Rao and 
Ramchnr appeared and reappeared in papers 
but the name of Swami Raraananda Tirtha was 
conspicuous by its absence He was watching 
the events studying the developments very 
carefully Responsible Government was the 
mildest political form sought by the People 
But the 12% minority which was appropriating 
all the privileges and pleasure* of the 88% 
majority always disliked even this It is a 
superhuman mma alone which insists on justice 
deprives itseffor all comforts and conveniences 
Come what may, u was decided to launch 
Satyagraha at the earliest 
Late Sri Govindrao Nanai, the greatest man 
discovered by the political rennaisance in 
Hyderabad, a house-holder, with numerous 
ties and tethers of affection and responsibility 
whose devotion to the God head was equalled 


only by his political fervour offered himself as 
the first President of the Hyderabad State 
Congress and disobeyed the tyrranic orders of 
the Nizam s Government, with his four brilliant 
associates and courted arrest on the 24th of 
October 1938 He nominated Swamiji as the 
first dictator in whom were vested all the 
powers of the Working Committee to carry on 
the vigorous activities of the State Congress 
It was on the 27th of October 1938 that 
Swamiji offered Satyagraha with his secretaries 
near the Putli Bowh Police Station He addressed 
a letter to the Police Commissioner informing 
him of his decision to start his business at 
3 PM on that day The Commissioner of 
Police was addressed as " Dear Sweet Self * 
and closed as With best regards in Lord 
The whole letter breathes an atmosphere of 
serenity and determination 

A few sceptical souls are hkelv to think that 
Swamiji was not the first person who led the 
Satyagraha because the ordeal was passed 
through by late Sn Nanai first True, but in 
the wonderful state of the Nizam, plants of 
indigenous Indian culture were hard to grow 
A university was established and education 
was spreading but it was not of the type 
Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye Full eighteen years 
had to elapse after the appearance of the 
illuminating leadership of Gandhij i when the 
subjects of the Nizam had begun to stretch 
their limbs and yawn and be awakened by the 
slaws sluiber and stupor A resolute champion 
or freedom may ofTer Satyagaha on the first 
day but there should ha\c been another person 
or iron will and steel determination to take his 
place and keep the flame burning Truth is 
never vehement and assertive Swamyi was 
quiet and modest Nanai s satjagraha had a 
deeper and wider connotism Swamiji being 
a Sanya in his Satyagraha would not have 


produced a grater effect that a fleabjte to the 
huge leviathan of Nizam’s Government 
Though Swamiji was a Satyagrahi of the 
Gandhian brand the Nizam’s police treated him 
as a vagrant and framed a chapter case against 
him Swamiji appreciated the talents of the 
Hyderabad Police for assessing his activities 
quite accurately for being a Sanyasin, any 
spot m the whole world was as good as his 
home to him 

The statennn s issued by Swamiji after this 
occasion have always been the cream of 
political philosophy dyed in Gandhian colour 
His statement, which was distributed on this 
occasion bristles with epigrams and aphorisms, 
pregnant with political truths We refuse to 
be cowed down by the threats of Government 
It has lost all moral support of the public It 
has got to yield to the popular will Opposition 
to tyranny is the worship of God Keep the 
flame burning Ours is a purely national game 
and play it We are not to be deterred by any 
odds No, not even if the dearest and the 
nearest cry, look not back, advance forward 
and march These sentences show the sterner 
stuff of which the Swamiji is made He further 

said I am a Sanyasin and belong to no caste, 
creed or community I stand above these 

The whole world is my family and to serve is 

my religion I find that the ideal of «he State 
Congress i* purely national and I join it in 
order to serve it as best as I can 

When m jail Swamiji was meted out wrost 
treitmcnt of which wc learn from others He 
himself witnessed a tragic event of inhuman 
and brutal treatment given by the Police in 
jail It was the lashing and canmg inflicted 
upon a Satvagrahi Panchandra Rao. who was 
dis-allo Aed to recite Vandemataram Ram- 
chandra Rao was lashed so severely that his 
blood-vessels ruptured, still he did not give up 
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Swamtji, Ramakrishna Rao and the Nizam waiting at the Air Port 
for the arrival of the Prime Minister 



Prime Minister at the guard of honour by the \ olunteers of 
the Hyderabad State Congress at air Port 




recitation till he lost consciousness. The whole 
Hyderabad is proud of him and he is called 
Vandemataram Ramchandra Rao. 

When the Satyagraha of the State Congress 
was suspended on 24th December 193S, under 
instructions from Gandhiji, Swamiji was 
released on 10th April 1939. The Working 
Committee of the State Congress met at 
Marnnad on the 11th, 12th and 13th of 
September 1939. Between April and September 
Swamiji was active in having tours in 
Marathwada. At Latur Swamiji discussed 
future programme for the State Congress. 
This programme related to opening of a Harijan 
school, starting of Labour Union, inauguration 
of the branches of the Charkha Sangh, and 
Khadi Bhandar and restarting the Satyagraha. 
At Manmad the question of changing the name 
of the State Congress was discused very vigo- 
rously but no decision was taken.Sri Nanai was 
elected President and. Swamiji the Secretary. 
The whole Working Committee waited upon 
Mabatmaji at Ward ha and it was decided to 
conduct correspondence with the Nizam’s 
Government to ascertain the cause of banning 
the State Congress. Kashinath Raoji Vaidya 
was authorised to carry on negotiations, which 
were profusely influenced by Gandhiji’s advice 
obtained by Swamiji by repeated visits to 
Wardha. But the negotiations proved abortive. 
It was decided to offer individual satyagraha. 
Swamiji was always docile in prison and yet 
he was treated with severity. He was released 
on the 15th of December 1941 when he 
travelled to Wardha to spend a few days with 
Mahatmaji to receive fresh energy and have 
his spiritual battery charged afresh. All India 
State’s Peoples' Conference was still working 
under the guidance of Pandit Jwaharlal Nehru. 
Swamiji attended the session in 1942. 
Mahatmaji and Panditji both addressed the 


Conference. The directions given by both 
these stalwarts gave an indication that the final 
struggle for the attainment of freedom would 
be launched, and therefore the State’s People 
need not continue their regional struggles as 
isolated. They should therefore, convey this 
message to the people in the State and prepdre 
them for final bid for freedom. This was the 
beginning of the "Quit India" movement, as 
started on the 9th of August 1942. Swamiji 
was enthused like a true patriot and desired to 
come to Hyderabad and discussed this matter 
and convinced all, the supreme necessity of 
such a change in their outlobk.He apprehended 
his arrest before he could deliver this message. 
The fundamental idea was if people in British 
India succeeded in securing freedom, the 
people in the State shall become frfee without 
any special effort. Swamiji had drafted a 
letter to be addressed to the Nizam and it was 
his earnest desire that it should reach thfc 
Nizam before he was arrested. Swamiji 
succeeded in passing on his draft letter to Dr. 
Melkote, before Swamiji was arrested on the 
platform of Nampalli station bn the 9th of 
August 1942. 

Dr. Melkote signed the fetter himself and 
posted it addressed to the Nizam. This letter 
is long and cannot be quoted. It is a very 
powerfull letter carefully worded unfailing in 
its effect. One of the paragraph reads as 
follows. "The State Congress insists on the 
maintenance of the unity of India both territo* 
rially and political and it finally believes that 
there should be harmonious development of 
India under a uniform system of government 
in all its parts despite the political variations 
created and maintained by the British for 
perpetuation of its imperialism. It further 
believes that the different governments both in 
the provinces and states should owe allegiance 
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to the Union Government of Free India.” 
The letter requested the Nizam to grant 
Responsible Government, release all patriots 
imprisoned. 

Swamiji was confined into theCbancbalguda 
jail where he came into close contact with 
leaders from Karnatak and Telengana, promi- 
nent among whom were Sri Jagannathrao 
Chandraki and Sri Jamlapuram Keshav Rao 
an indefatigable organiser. Swamiji was 
released in November 1943. He was invited 
to attend the States Peoples Conference at 
Srinagar by Sheikh Abdulla. Pandit Nehru 
addressed the Conference and advised the’Kash- 
miries and the Hyderabadics to take extreme 
precaution to sec that the liberation movement 
in both the places docs not become violent 
and communal. Swamiji did not participate 
in the Jaipur session of the AH India States 
People's Conference A very well worded 
resolutions was passed about Hyderabad and 
forwarded b> Pandit Nehru to the President of 
the executive Council Many forces were at 
woik. Wheels moved within wheels and the 
ban imposed upon the State Congress was 


they could be. The session took place at 
Musheerabad on three days 16th, 1 7th & 18th 
of June 1946 on a very magnificent scale. 
Swamiji's address was frank and fearless. It 
was packed with facts lucid in import and 
exacting in demands. We quote from a 
paragraph- 

The Government of Hyderabad is very 
callous in meeting the demands of the people. 
It is continuing its existence on the suppression 
of the people. It has thwarted the growth of 
the people on all sides. By its short-sighted 
educational policy of discouraging private 
enterprise, and imposition of Urdu as the 
medium of instruction by suppression of civil 
liberties it has prevented the normal grovvih of 
political consciousness. We do not think in 
terms of Muslim Raj or Hindu Raj. We demand 
people's raj in Hyderabad, a democratic regime 
under which every citizen irrespective of caste 
colour or creed would enjoy honoured existence 
and shall gel equal opportunity for his 
economic, social and political uplift. Resolu- 
tions were passed. Every one of them backed 
at the pedestal on which was seated autocracy. 
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see and feel the torrential onslaught of demo- 
cratic sentiments Swamiji's message had 
permeated every corner of the State 7th of 
August 1947 <\as obscrcd as a Join the Indian 
Union Day. Resisting of atrocities of the 
Go\ eminent had reached their climax Swamiji 
himself offered Sat>agraha on the 15th of 
August and was arrested and put tn jiil 
Heart-rending negot3tions for patching up a 
Standstill Agreement culminated on the 29th 
ofNosember 1947 Swamiji was again released 
immediately after this He toured through the 
neighbouring provinces and created tremendous 
goodwill in the hearts of the people He 
entered the State on the significant day of 26th 
of January 1948 but again he was taken into 
custody He had the tact and suitvaty to 
contract friendships and create confidence 
among his associations In all the three regions 
of the State there were scores of intelligent, 
patriotic and self-sacrificing persons who 
obeyed his word as law Swxniji’s release was 


anounccd by the Nizam himself on the 17th of 
September 1948 Swamiji’s personality has 
been refined and ennobled in the burning 
crucible of trials and tribulation, sacrifice and 
suffering and yet he has not lost his simplicity. 
Sweetness and service A look at the "who 
is who" of the Lok Sabha for 1952-1957 will 
convince anyone that here is a pricelss diamond 
which was taken to be a mere pebble by fools 
This bright and blazing chart of a few activities 
of Swamiji should enable tho people to agree 
with us that Swami Ramananda Tirth is the 
architect of free Hyderabad 

Before concluding we pray to the Almighty 
that healthful longevity of full hundred years 
be bestowed on this great house-holder who 
has the whole human population as members 
in his family 

More tough than steel and more soft than 
butter are the hearts of the great, who can 
boast to diagnose their hearts and find, of what 
wonderful simples are they compounded 
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«nft- ftp-T'ft afir^ a^an ft n? mft n n r 
rt; 1 ?n fft^m % argnm mrfer wotm feronnrl' 
ft- srmn: m i u , ^ ft ’mft 

grftfft ft wmi ft i ?n% 3 tsrt wft 
fftft ft 1 g?r m nftr mr mrn 
JKfft nftift % ^rrmif - fen ft ft ^ Rrftrft 
mn^m um ftnr amrn gvr fes f sn 1 f 
srgnft fpn iwHmft sqfefR % g>rcm ftftRr ^ 
W m fe^ fern ?mr mn wi&WF 

^ fenft ft m? fe*r 1 

fira HffJt fec«K W Hftrel Sr CTffBi w, 
OT ^ ^ qrr rwti TOTlS 1 » w?t> 53 «> 
*fl I 3®ft st BFI <t r# ?r f«! PI . |;rr 15 
a^» 3iW % %=5T «5^ <* * "rt 1 * S P"f 
s^i 3 to CTsrronr at^-am fiar; 

spr ftm I ftaj 3&F5 qRRifit, OTW a 5 ^ 1 
3^ lftl3 3^3 % arm « 3 CTrfH^ 37 ^ 5)3 
3,^3 1 3prra tam >ih tw«K 
33,(3 3 FT CTiraft 9- sro TO3I3 afl! itTTO-r TT 
(SrtRTO Tii nftra T» 3tqr im tmW?* 
53 33iSa rft arar 1 ! <TFiw 55 * tenK 

Hfo& s> w8 3OT5=r TT tA rfM 3133 rr33 S 6 

fen i 
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Rtwra % tufe ^rfirfcT *Kt hikiS •'R< 3 T 

UU % Sic 4 d STjJUqt 3 tk fagldld f Tt itdi^ 

am || i ^ it »it <<'$&.<, mfefr, qramu # % 
mu ■dR^-T'ft^r ^ i eu «ilW % fnCfsira % umra^u 
3 tr ukuM aftt: fon^t %u£r ut: fern u ° mtj 
wn qft mfe «bt urar^u ^t ^?r fr 1 

urfe Tt fawn ue $ % nrar utfe 
fe muter ^ fe 1 1 V* efe it ^t % 3 tt^t v 
mt sfer Tsra §tt ?ufe % feme it srar Tfetieur 
tt mwn awn u^ut 1 1 TTsmeut if nrersnu 
( Training ) »ft ^ qfr dPAdl| | fef fetT ^ TUtf 
qr inetfWT 3tk JretfeE ( Theory & Practice ) 
akm % feeraqr uft ^ntm tft mft i 
ftqviur it euur; if *rtu 3pqT arcrfsra etu t^u e i 

srfe % few it strat mu tt jfeu *ft arm'k 

q^Tf t t fe TRU trs 3?t^ mfe Tt dcHKT 

at ejkt tRT j^rjji f tfr ^5tw it *ft 7fe §t 1 
feuraut it strar: mar % aetu uft fwr et er?ft 
t, fer% euw Btu mu um e i ^raur; ^ % 
nutu it «ft mmrrcRm fire «fto >-Pf gmera upft uft 
ike usfeu 1 1 umt ufufct qftsRiwr 
"Weft 1 sfk '**'*'* 3Tr«n; =ro ferfcr fift uu e « 

*t ufe-wura l^une, umrisr, ^qr, T<twrar:, 

^uu, u^gurm: sfk urraurm mu tutst it 1 1 
feji 5 TKJ 7 ; ^ % SUtU % fef OTTW1U Umu 
^TR^t t 1 Te rnp q^t |, 3 W fet qqq st^dt 
Rqfq it tcr ^ feir, Rftp? qqr ^q qr 
*twd % Mir ?rqr ^nrw % feq q% aq^q 
sqq^en t; i ql%qr ^q fef q^f 

? > w qfent #• era gq ql srrat: q^ 3 i qgq 
sqqfnt §sn % ®rk fw 5 R ^ ^ *& 
w*rar 3 m ^r mft 5 i fe atfar gqrt: tt qt 
^qpf ^ra ter e i 

qtqt 3 ?trqq it H>^q T ”T ' qq ’ q; qm % 
qq f%qt 3 tht % i it imfHt fqq^qrq m: qi^t 
^ ^ ^ i srr qrqt it »ft ?dt -tt atq^qq 
fen qqr i q^ tr^r % wz *fi<qw*twr & efe ^ 

fen nqr % i mm ^ ^ tqrFT % fart anr 

'rarqtu m qq snqrn: fqq 1 1 tq'qt mft-q^r 


s^rnw ?rt jft fqq^fqraq ffen w ^ 1 1 ^ra- rarar 
?tq % qet fe sftt; mq dtat fe i ^r 
qkfe % tsiql - qfqfr 3ra% qtrqq*n3ff qt: qp- 
q^ f^qqkt *rr qqt f i fq%^rwr % qtraq srfqqt 
qft»w, atiqqt ram 4 te stfqr aara q*t anq^wr 

tr i yrf?rfrr err * qq — ifto * qt qqra qm^ % feir 
^q-mrra e i 

qnqt qft mz if »ft qriqfr ifs gt 1 1 w 

it ^ ^o^Y^Ycffr W sft 1 

t ^^3 3 ^ q^f qrqt fqqll i qrnft % m*r it smsr 
qtra tir qqt qismt ir i 3% fiw % q# qq% m 
gitiqvsi qtrar 'ram e 1 ?tq qra if gqnw 

1 1 Pr *ft qrq't q?r mtr qs ^ 1 1 eqq 
wrt t= 5 tqmra Tt m mu srr mraf f; Trt^r 
f^T TU% % it euk UUR Uft strut I ^ qf^ 
tjr qfuu Rtsira I - , rt t, ram-qrarm 

tt tp: fern 1 1 rut ark Bwmt Tt qtfernt 
qr met 1 1 w urgi^Rt smk-jkra % 3 tratc 
Tt firm fen 1 1 ’rfe u umr-rra m erarrar 
Tt Tt^mra; tt urn km % 3 tra etu % uu grr 
mt% fey % Turn it urn: ra-’m 3tk urrau it 
ets- ^ e i 

uwm k uurarqk-tfft TTmy mn stra 
umtfeTf Tt vft fqrfef Ttq ^t qfcRT qqt 
te C 1 fenUTSTT 3 tk 3 T*ttT!Jtr ( Producers and 
Consumers ) % <fm % TJfkm tpiwf Tt 

fqfer fetrarafr ^ feu tt turn it ufeu 3 ^ ^ 

^t umra tu tt; e 1 ffetu % qmu tt 
uenu uui TT^kt uraqrar tt ?ttm mnu it 
sfenfra k 1 

mum % rq tnfr mu’’ u q^ra ramt 
m utuqra 3 T^mfm c \ n-<r-fetra a?k 
^iqt-nqtu qtm ttuu q qfet, ^rauraqt stir 
mfrar rafem rr u^ttu rrra fe t^t ^ 1 |qtmq 
Tufe ufum tt >ft qmt muPrsfr t mtm rauft 
urarat tt uru-q^br rrra etur umPr t uuft 
T tqrar *?■ fej -strau ura stk qrqy^fm uh 5 1 
ufeu u dt en raufRfr uerar %■ a m i^urt ; 
rarara u Tiqfr u?y srtr mme tk t^u 1 



IMPORTANT SPEECHES AND 
WRITINGS OF POOJYA SWAMIJI 


1 O write an appraisal of so great a personality 
as Swami Ramananda Tirtha, the biographer 
is ud against a difficulty, as one will have to 
write not about one person who bears this 
name, but of several personalities known as 
Swamt Ramananda Tirtha ’ 


There s a Swamijt who was very much in the 
public eye for his oratory in the hey-days of 
the Congress movement in the erst-while 
H E H the Nizam s Government when clad 
m saffron robes he swayed the minds of men 
by hts moving speeches And, there s Swamtjt 
whose writings m his own weekly. The 
Vision , served as the beacon-light for lovers 
of democratic values to guard one-self against 
the enemies of the people in the wake of the 
ushering in of a democratic era in the former 
Hyderabad State 

Since Swamiji took over the mantle of 
Presidentship of the then Hyderabad State 
S Congress in 1942 till he resigned in 19o0, he 
had spoken perhaps mainly about the polmcat 
aspects of the freedom movement in the former 
Hyderabad State If his speeches were to be 
taken as any indication of his out ook on Fife 
^Swamiji did espress on several occasions his 

confirmed belief m socialism much before the 
Avadi Session of the Indian National Congres 
adopted as its new creed : * The Socialistic 
pattern of Society * 


V H DESAI 

No Quarters to People's Enemies 

The Hyderabad State Congress wants to 
obliterate all those elements that obstruct the 
people’s freedom and Hyderabad s onward 
march It wants to remove the reactionary 
forces and the jagirdari system which hinder 
the progress and to bring true democracy in 
Hyderabad declared Swamiji in 1946 (1355F) 
in an answer to the ultimatum of H E H The 
Nizam s Government 

Swamiji s speeches were pointed and direct 
In fact his speeches at various places, and 
from time to time, during the Freedom move- 
ment clearly explain the situation in the 
State then 

Hyderabad s Future with India 

Warning the Government of Hyderabad for 
their any hasty action to keep Hyderabad 
isolated from the Indian Union Swamiji said 
The people of Hyderabad can live as inhabit- 
ants of Free India, and Hyderabad can 
command respect only as an inseparable part 
of Free India We shall be loyal to and 
fn*ndly towards Hyderabad which will link up 
its future with Free India The people of 
Hyderabad can never, nev er be friendly to if, 
if it keeps its future separate from that of 
India " (Shchrcwar 13,1355) 19 July 1941 
Hyderabad. Part of Indian Revolution 
Swamiji on (Shchrewar 24,1355 F ) 3 7-46 
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made a significant observation while addressing 
a public meeting held at Begum Bazar in 
Hjderabad on the Government’s lifting of the 
ban on the Hyderabad State Congress and 
said : "A political revolution will come about 
in India and Hjderabad cannot escape it... 

I say that the ban on the Hyderabad State 
Congress was lifted after 8 years, but Respon- 
sible Government will have to be brought 
within eight years. 1 ’ In fact this was achieved 
much earlier. It was in September 1948 that 
the Police Action against Hyderabad ended 
one of the last chapters of the Indian Freedom 
Movement and with the rest of India, 
Hjderabad too went to the polls for the first 
General Elections held throughout the country 
m the year 1952 

People’s Reforms stand for no one Community 
About the so-called Reforms initialed by 
H E. H. the Nizam’s Government, just to 
divert the attention of the public from the 
State Congress’ popular slogans, Swamiji m 
his speech in Sultan Bazar (Hyderabad) public 
meeting, held on (Shehrewar 30,1355 F,) 5 8-46 
pertinently asked : "A Muslim friend of mine 
had asserted in his speech that the Muslims 
hold a special position. I ask, what provision 
is there in the Reforms to better the condition 
of the wife of the poor Muslim Jhatkawala 
and the Rani who wanders about the streets 
begging?” 

The Might of the People 
Swamiji during hts speeches never failed to 
draw the attention of the Government about 
the folly of their 'tand in regard to the 
popular demands of the people In his char- 
acteristic way at Dhulpet public meeting 
(Hyderabad again) held on Meher 2,1355 F. 
(■June. 1946) Swamiji once again reminded the 
Nizam's Government the might of the people. 


He said : “The world history shows that the 
people who can set up a Government can also 
change it. Thus the basic right of changing 
the Hyderabad Government rests with the 
people of Hjderabad The Hyderabad State 
Congress wants to make it fully clear to 
Government that this is its conception of 
Responsible Government. I frequently tour 
the districts. If you go to villages you will see 
that after the collection of levy, not one seer 
ofjawar is left for the peasant. If you 
question him (peasant), regarding his opinion 
about the Hyderabad Government, he would 
say that it should be wiped out He does not 
know the President of the Council (The Prime 
Minister of ihe State then), or other top 
officials. He says so being extremely disgusted 
with the highhandedness of the Patels, Patwa- 
ris, Girdawars and Tahsildars I would like 
to ask, why is this distrust m the Government? 

It is because, the officials are responsible to 
none 

Congress Stands for All People 

Refuting the Government's charges that the 
State Congress represents the Hindu Commu- 
nity, Swamiji asserted in the same Meeting; 
"If any attempt is made to form a Hindu 
Government in Hjderabad, I would be the 
first to oppose it. But I would like to say this 
also that there can be no Muslim ru>e in 
Hyderabad. There will be only a people's 
government’*. Continuing, he observed ; ". 

As I have said, much sacrifice is required to 
bring Responsible Government in Hyderabad.. 
There has not yet started any revolt against 
Government. I would like to say it in clear 
terms that we want to change, to overthrow 
the Government of today. We do not. 
want to keep it I say this, considering the 
situation "(Meher 2.1355). 8-8-46. 
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Clarion Call to People 

On the eve of the historic struggle launched 
in Hyderabad State, Swmami Ramananda 
Tirtha earned the entire gathering that crowded 
m thousands and lakhs behind him at the Sultan 
Bazar public meeting (Meher 17,1355) 2’ 8 A6 
His clarion call on that occasion still remains 
green in the minds of those who have heard 
him then Swamiji m his clarion call to the 
people declared 

' We lag behind n sacrifice The time has 
now arrived You resort to p cketine strike*, 
hartal by closure of shops The students will 
have to come out and oppose the Goverment 
peacefully We would ask the Hyderabad 
people to go to jiil in thousands until the 
Government concedes our demands and 
cnanges its attitude We know the force 
behind us, and depending on it, we are moving 
forward The Hyderabad people are with the 
State Congress To gam support to the 
Reforms, the Government has formed a Praja 
Party with the help of a pensioned High 
Court Judge I would like to make ihe 
Government realise that jt can no longer duDc 
us Its attempts arc futile The Hyderabad 
State Congress alone can represent Hyderabad, 
and the Hyderabad people will prose by dint 
} of th-ir nc’ion that the Slate Congress has the 
power to set up the Responsible Government 
in Hyde abaJ I would like to say that the 
Government to be formed in India will make 
decisions regarding Hyderabad We would 
not bother about the Hyderabad Go eminent 
The Central Government is our Government, 
as the Administration in flvder-b-d wilt be 
subject to the Central Government The 
Hvderabad Government will be a democratic 
government in a Tree India It is possible thit 
white acting In pjrsuancc of the resolution 
boycotting t* e reform adopted by Ihe Stand- 


ing Council, the workers and Standing Council 
members of the State will have to couri 
imprisonment from time to time I cannot say 
when they will be arrested But it is jour 
duty to act up to this decision I would like 
to say to the Muslim brethren that the decision 
of direct action' preached by the State Con 
gress and published by the National News 
Agencv might create a communal environment' 
But the Hyderabad State Congress does not 
want this \\ e will stick to our creed and sefe 
that it is recognised If you, (perhaps, thfc 
Muslims) do rot make any sacrifice and dis 
charge \our duty, we, (the Hindus) will have 
to discharge our duty The present time 
demands sacrifice and action— not mere spee 
ches and babbling ’ 

A New Era for State Congress Begins 
As soon as the ban was lifted in July 1946, 
the three parts or the State, viz Andhra, 
Maharastra and Kamatak Panshads merged 
themselves into the State Congress Delivering 
his Presidential address on the occasion of the 
first session of the State Congress, Swami 
Ramananda Tirtha traced the historv of the 
Freedom Movement launched by the Indian 
National Congress for ihe past fifiy years and 
in the wake of the departure of the British 
from the Indian soil, the autocratic regimes 
which so far had been sustained by the al en 
power, found themselves face to face with 
iheir own peonle On the attitude of the 
Princes who fondly hop'd for Jndpcndcnce 
for their States after the withdrawal of the 
British Sw-amiji minced no words when he 
declared The Princes must realise that their 
horihty towards the Indian rreedom Move- 
ment meant hostility towards their own pcop'e 
The people will resist this tooth and nail, no 
matter the cost The Sale's people cannot be 
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isolated from the main stock. Race , language, 
tradition , history culture and aspirations, have 
been one , and the same, and no historical 
accidents can destroy this unity The people of 
those States who are forced to keep out of the 
Indian Union, have no other alternative but 
to come into conflict with their Governments 
and force them to fall m line with the rest of 
India That State which tries to keep out of 
the Indian Union, will have to run the risk of 
forfeiting the allegiance of its own people 
Such an isolationist move will recoil upon the 
State itself ” 

Indipcndent Hyderabad — A Myth Exposed 
Speaking on the question of the declaration 
of the so-called Independence of Hyderabad 
State, Swamiji bluntly warned the Govern- 
ment *' This question of the Independence 
of isolated Hyderabad is engaging the attention 
of the whole country and the Hyderabad pro 
blem is developing into an All India issue 
The people of Hyderabad, under the banner 
of the Hyderabad State Congress, have deman- 
ded that Hyderabad State should first accede 
with the Indian Union, join the Constituent 
Assembly, and establish Responsible Govern 
ment, under the aegis of H. E H the Nizam 
Is the Hyderabad Government going to declare 
its isolated independence mspite of the oppo- 
sition of the people ? If so, it is inviting a 
great trouble for itself* * How prophetic the 
words of Swamiji were, the later events have 
proved * 

A Warning went Unheeded 
To the protagonists of Pakistan m Hyderabad, 
Swamiji was equally vehement m his decle- 
ration * So far as we are concerned, the 
question of Pakistan or Hindustan, complete 
or truncated, does not anse at all None of 
the causes that are advanced in support of 


Pakistan are present in Hyderabad. On the 
contrary, all elements which tend towards 
unbreakable tie of unity with the rest of India, 
arc present in Hyderabad After all, what are 
the contents of the people here 7 They consti- 
tute three linguistic and cultural zones , viz 
Andhra, Maharashtra and Karnatak Thetr 
leanings mil be naturally towards the fusion 
into the Indian Union of which these parts are 
bound to form inseparable entities 1 ' This is 
another prophetic declaration, which ultimately 
gave fillip to the people towards the successful 
disintegration of the once powerful Princely 
State of H E H the Nizam, on November 1 , 
1956 Malang an impassioned appeal to the 
Nizam to see the writing on the wall, Swamiji 
forewarned him " I wish to convey him 
(the Nizam) a depth of the feelings of the 
dumb-millions of the State Hyderabad is fast 
heading towards a crisis Suppression should 
not be the way of dealing with the basic 
demands of the people I w ould entreat the 
powers-that-be to concede the demands forth 
with If our demands are not met forthwith, 

I shall have no hesitation in commending to 
you total resistance Even if some of us 
perish, the rest wiff carry forward the torch 
of freedom " 

Sowing Communal Seeds in Hjderabad 
Deplored 

The Nizam was still adamant, and persisted 
with his stand by issuing of a Firman in 1946, 
on the issues raised by the Hyderabad State 
Congress Thereafter m 1947, the momentous 
session of the Hyderabad State Congress was 
held , when the State Congress once again 
asserted its positton agamst the autocratic 
regime On July 4, 1947, Swamiji in the course 
of his speech, recalled the momentous session 
of the State Congress and how the Govern- 
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raent tried to create confusion in the minds of 
the public by their sowing of communal seeds 
in the political life of the State Warning the 
people not to be side tracked by communal 
elements, Swamiji said : ' While it is indeed 
the responsibility of the Government to protect 
the people from these communal orgies and 
bloodshed, I must ask the people to unflinchingly 
carry on their political mo\ement and while 
defending themsehes from these brutal onslau- 
ghts and communal frenzy , they should refuse 
10 meet communahsm with communalism Any 
such course would rum the national cause and 
put an end to their political aspirations 

Hyderabad — A Negation of Freedom 
That an independent sovereign Hyderabad 
m the heart of India was a danger to Indian 
Freedom and a negation of Indian democracy 
was stressed by Swamiji at a public meeting 
held in Madras on December 7, 1947, and he 
expressed the confidence that the people of 
Hyderabad would make history with their 
blood Referring to the designs of the Nizam 
for aggrandisement of territories, Swamiji said 
that he could not say if the Nizam or his 
Government had designs of expansion But 
he had evidence to show that the Ittehadul 
Musalmeen which was the mouth piece of 
the Ruler had publicly advanced claims for 
Masuhpatam, Ceded Districts and Berar and 
had attempted to purchase Portuguese Goa 1 

Standstill Agreement and After 

With the signing of the Standstill Agreement 
between the Government of India and the 
Nizam s Government, Swamiji and his Work 
mg Committee colleagues were set at liberty 
and on the same day, (December 2 1947) 
Swamiji issued a statement reiterating that the 
struggle of the State Congress launched on 
August 7, 1947, would continue unabated till 


the goal of the Stale Congress was achieved 
Congratulating the people on their splendid 
response to the Congress’ call, the Congress 
President said that they had proved their 
mettle in the historic struggle for cmancipa 
tion Peasants, labourers, women and stu 
dents— all had contributed their mite Stu- 
dents had created history for themselves which 
deserved all admiration. It was gratifying to 
note that some Muslim citizens had also courted 
imprisonment by participating In the moxentent 
A large number of Panchayat Officers in the 
ullages had tendered their resignations 
Thousands had gone to jail Hundreds had 
lost their lives and property worth lakhs of 
rupees had been looted burnt, and colJe 
ctive fines had been imposed Every possible 
method had been employed to crush the 
moveraeut But the people were marching 
on undaunted and he was sure that they 
would do so till they had achieved their chen 
shed goal of Responsible Government in 
Hyderabad, as an integral part of the Indian 
Dominion 

In conclusion, Svvami Ramananda Tirth 
said I pay my homage to all those who have 
lost their lives during the campaign 
Struggle gets All India Support 

During his visit to New Delhi in the first 
and second weeks of December 1947, Swamiji 
met Mahatma Gandhi Prime Minister Nehru 
Deputy Premier Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and 
others in the States Ministry, and acquainted 
them with the latest situation in Hyderabad 
Addressing a Press Conference in New Delhi 
on December 11,1947, Swamiji stated that 
the historic struggle was going on in Hyderabad 
which bad evoked great interest all over 
India and had drawn to itself the sympathy 
and support of all democratic elements in the 
country Swamiji continued 
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Repressive Measures of the People’s Reply 
' The Indian Union Flag was the symbol of 
this struggle The Government of Hyderabad 
declared that the flag of any foreign country 
could not be ceremoniously hoisted in 
Hyderabad The people refused to consider 
the Union Flag as a foreign one, and they 
defied the ban Thousands all over the State 
unfurled the Indian Union Flag and arrests 
were made in its wake By gradual stages, 
the struggle took the shape of a non violent 
revolt of the people against the autocratic 
regime and today the peasants in villages, the 
labourers in factories students in schools and 
colleges, and the common man in cities have 
made their voice felt There is complete 
transformation in their mental outlook and the 
whole moral basis of the Government is re- 
moved The whole people have risen like 
one man and have bravely faced all tnbula 
tions Thousands have been sent to jail, 
hundreds have lost their lives arson loot and 
pillage have been freely earned the military 
and the police force were let loose on the 
people The Ittehadul Mussalmeen elements 
are also having fire play But the people have 
offered stiff resistance and have stood erect 
The struggle is continuing unabated 
On the release of Congress Leaders Svvamiji 
observed 1 Only less than 20 persons includ 
mg some members of the Working Committee, 
have been released There are still thousands 
in jail There is no general amnesty The 
release of a few of us seems to be a clever device 
to create a false impression on the people 
outside that the Government of Hjderabad 
are anxious to settle matters with the State 
Congress There is no diange of heart on the 
part of the Government 

'No definite official proposals for settlement 
Here forwarded to me At various stages 


matters were discussed 1 uth me by a certain 
spokesman of the Gosernment, e\en the last 
attempt made through an unofficial agency has 
come to nothing and the chances of a settlement 
are \ery meagre 

As regards the Standstill Agreement, 
Swamjji said The stand taken by me during 
the talks was based on fundamentals The 
Standstill Agreements reached between the 
Indian Dominion and the Hyderabad Govern- 
ment seemed to have postponed the issue of 
accession by one year 1 demanded that the 
issue should be decided by the democratic 
verdict of the people by holding a plebiscite 
before the expiry of that period It was 
contended that it was the Ruler who should 
decide the matter The more urgent question 
ifcs that of Responsible Go\ernment It was 
made quite plain to me that parity between 
Hindus and Muslims, both in the Executive and 
the Legislature nor a condition precedent to the 
recognition of the principle of Responsible 
Government No democrat could agree to this 
preposterous proposition I doubt very much 
whet ler the Government are at all prepared 
to concede the principle of Responsible 
Government Parity for a minority of twleve 
per cent turns the Responsible Government 
into a huse mockery The talks have ended 
without any settlement being reached 

The Standstill Agreement does not solve 
the problem of Hyderabad, though it has 
forced the Nizam to suspend his sovereignty 
in regard to the three subjects namely Defence, 
External Affairs, and Communication for one 
>ear The question of accession remains 
unsolved The people of Hjderabad are free 
to go their own way and forge sanctions to 
see that Hyderabad enter the Indian Union 
A Fascist Regime is a Menace to India 
The problem of Hyderabad is an AIHndia 
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issue A fascist undemocratic Hyderabad m 
the heart of India is a menace to Indian 
democracy and freedom The slavery of 
sixteen million people of Hyderabad makes 
the Indian freedom incomplete The problem 
of Hyderabad is not one affecting the destiny 
of the people of Hyderabad alone but that 
of the entire people of India The issues at 
stake are nation wide The people of Hydera 
bad are facing heavy odds bravely There is 
a grim determination to be free The struggle 
for freedom will take long and rapid strides 
in months to come the whole nation has Jem 
its moral support to the cause we are sure 
to win 

Economic Emancipation Creed of Congress 

Svvami Ramananda Tirtha emphasised that 
the struggle in Hyderabad was non-communal 
in character It was by accident of circums 
tances that a large section of one community 
was identified with the Ruler The State 
Congress had made it clear that the type of 
Responsible Government which it visualised, 
would be one which would give no room for 
any type of exploitation It had demanded 
abolition of the Jagirdarl audZammdarl systems 
and under Responsible Government, they would 
be abohshed-and nationalisation of all key 
industries That way alone lay the economic 
betterment of the masses Hmdus and Muslims 
Swamiji declared 

He had told the Government of India that 
any ammunition or arms supplied to the 
Hyderabad Government was likely lo be used 
against Ibe people s movement Before they 
suppl ed any arms they should take care to se- 
that they were not used against the people 

Referring to l*ic reforms announced la 
Hyderabad Swam! Ramananda Tirtha sard 
that today it was diff cult for the Government 


of Hyderabad to find any interim ministry 
worth the name which earned weight with the 
people The average man had lost al! faith in 
the present regime 

No Compromise on Fundamental Issues 
Swami Ramananda Tirth declared in 
Bombay on December 14 1947 that the 
recent Standstill Agreement between the 
Government of India and the Nizam’s Govern 
ment did not bind the State Congress to come 
to terms with the Nizam by compromising on 
their fundamental and basic issues namely 
accession to the Indian Union and establish 
ment of full Self-Government in the State 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha said that the only 
solution of the Hyderabad problem which still 
loomed large on the horizon of free India was 
the acceptance by the Nizam of the two basic 
demands of the people and the settlement with 
their accredited repres-ntatives 

Swamiji during the course of his address dec 
Jared WeshaJJ keep the flag of the Ind an Union 
—our flag of liberty— high on the pedestal and 
with a spirit of supreme self sacrifice Wc are 
prepared to lay down our lives in the freedom 
struggle to establish a democratic government 
responsible to popular will 

East phase of Straggle begins 
After tiis triumphant taaT ccvnisy 

immediately on his return to Hyderabad from 
Bombay on 22nd January 1948 Swamiji 
announced that the non violent struggle of 
the Hyderabad Stale Congress will continue 
unabated 

Referring to the negotiations for the forma 
lion or an Interim Ministry in the State oTtcr 

his release from the jail Swami Ramananda 
Tirtha said that he had placed before the 
ISiram’sGov eminent the fundamental minimum 
demands of the Slate Congress Tnc State 
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Congress, he added, 4 is always ready for 
peaceful solution of the whole problem and 
has responded to all genuine efforts made in 
this direction At the same time, it is conscious 
of its own duty and has decided to follow the 
path of suffering and sacrifice, being confident 
of ultimate success, because of its just and 
righteous cause " 

From the aerodrome, Swami Ramananda 
Tirtha drove to Mr K M Munshi s residence 
at Bolarum on 22nd January 1948, before 
proceeding to the city. 

Addressing a large number of people who 
had gathered to meet him at Sultan Bazar 
(Hyderabad)Swami Ramananda Tirtha asserted 
it is not the time for slogans but it is the 
time for action The State Congress programme 
would be placed before the public in due 
course ’ 

Problem Remains Unsolved 
It is interesting to recall here the statement 
issued by Swanuji before he left Bombay for 
Hyderabad, where his arrest again became due 
any moment Swamiji then said 

Events have come in rapid succession since 
my release from Jail on November 30 last, and 
it took seven weeks’ time for me to understand 
their real import and significance and to arrive 
at certain conclusions The complexities of 
the fast changing situation were such that 
everything had to be carefully weighed and 
rightly assessed People will, therefore, bear 
writh me for the delay in deciding the further 
course of action 

'The abortiv e efforts made by the Govern- 
ment to settle matters with the Hyderabad 
State Congress are now well known Accession 
to the Indnn Union and the establishment of 
full responsible government, which formed the 
basic demands of the State Congress were not 


squarely met At every stage, proposals changed. 
They passed from hand to hand There was 
so much of uncertainty about the whole affair 
that nothing substantial could come about 

‘ The Standstill Agreement has come The 
socalled Interim Ministry has been installed. 
Agents-General have been stationed m Hyder- 
abad and Delhi Even then the problem remains 
unsolv ed 

‘ The new Ministry has betrayed utter lack 
of statemanshjp in dealing with affairs in the 
State, and in the nature of things it could not 
be otherwise His Exalted Highness seems to 
suffer under vacillation The situation allround 
is fast deteriorating Big decisions, which 
alone can meet the requirements of the moment, 
have to be taken I have waited to see if a 
correct line was being pursued X regret no 
such thing has happened, and I am coming 
back to Hyderabad once more to face the 
ordeal of the non-violent struggle launched by 
the State Congress 

With this open declaration , Swanuji courted 
arrest once again , till he was released after the 
successful operation of the Police Action on 
September 18, 1948 

Liberation of Hyderabad 

Simultaneously with the capitulation of the 
Nizam, Swami Ramanda Tirth, President of 
the Hyderabad State Congress, was released 
from the Hyderabad Central Jail The fact 
was significant Immediately after his release, 
he went round the city, encouraged the people 
and sent out hi» hearty congratulations to the 
Prime Minister and the Commander of ihe 
Armed Forces In a moving tone, he paid his 
' tearful ’ homage to the thousands of martyrs 
who paid the highest price of freedom, with 
their lives “ Indian Freedom is complete today, 
as the people of Hyderabad ha\e been liberated. 
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men during that period of the struggle was 
sacrifice and suffering Hundreds and thousands 
have laid down their Uses in achieving this 
freedom The post-freedom period has left a 
lacuna m the object, te There « no common 
purpose which has been deeply implanted and 
clearly stated to the people. Vague generahsa- 
tion about Sarvodaya and lip sympathy for 
Gandhian ideals are in evidence here, there and 
everywhere The non-violence of Mahatmaji 
has been reduced to the absence of physical 
injury only and is being oft sounded by those 
who are within the folds of the Congress and 
are sucking the blood of the people though 
various forms of exploitation in the economic 
domain It suits them today to forget that 
non-violence eschews from human life all 
forms of exploitation 
A Vehicle or Power 

Though this needs more clarification and 
could be interpreted so as to appeal to the 
popular mind, exery attempt is being made to 
sabotage it The Corgress being a vehicle 
through which the power Is operating, is being 
hanl'ej and captured by such elements who 
under the name of conservation and consol Ida 
tlon, are only working for an order which would 
bereft the few at the cost of the many The 
main contents of the Congress organisation and 
t\r Gandtlan spit It whbh has permeated It 


and blood for over half a century, are offennS 
suggestions varied jn their nature, some time 
diametrically opposed We have to analyse all 
these, in the light of the present experiences 
and see which of them suit us best An 
earnest effort to find out the correct solution 
will be made in these columns so that the 
Congress may be relieved of the great dram 
which is being made upon it 
“It is now high time that supprerae effort is 
made by all the wellwishers of this august bod* 
to replenish it so that the young blood may rot 
flow into the defections and new ones are drawn 
towards it Any unrealistic approach in this 
connection will ultimately fail and will result 
only in greater frustration and final disillusion- 
ment It is more out of a sense of anxiety 
that I am impelled to do the duty whuh 
my conscrnce has prompted me to do It is a 
crucial moment m the annals of the people's 
organisation and a right step at the given 
moment is the direct necessity—" 

In his Second Series, Swamtji Wrote thus 
Mahatmaji, just before his demise had 
formulated a plan to transform the Congress 
into a body of workers called Loka-Sera Sangh 
The main idea underlying the change was to 
divest the organisation of all mania for power 
anil i-vcstinp it with the task of buiUng up 
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The sorevemgnty of the people has been 
asserted,, and it is the people of Hyderabad 
who mil decide Us future,' Swamiji said in his 
historic message, and added 'The past 
fourteen months have witnessed a historic 
struggle of a brave people for achieving their 
democratic ideals and asserting their oneness 
with the rest of India We had to pass through 
untold sufferings at the hands of a callous 
regime I am happy that we have faced all 
ordeals with a stout heart and hat e come out 
successful The State Congress has more 
than fulfilled the task entrusted to it " In a 
touching reference to the cross section or the 
people who participated m the struggle, Swamiji 
observed “ Words are too poor to express my 
feelings for the thousands who have laid down 
their hves-peasants, studermls, women and 
workers I pay tearful homage to them ’ 

Perhaps one of the best last major speeches 
delivered by Swamiji as the President of the 
Hyderabad State Congress was on December 
10,1948, m Hyderabad He declared while 
addressing a memniolh gathering of over 50,000 
people "The victory oT the State Congress u 
neither the victor, of me Hindus, nor the defeat 
of the Muslims It ,s the triumph of democracy 
o\er autocracy , of justice o\er injustice, and of 
humamy o\cr barbarity • Speaking about 
the future, Swamiji said ’Autocracy cannot 
do away the appalling poverty of the people 
Only people's go\emmcnt can do that The 
State Congress has thrown open its door;, for 
the progressive elements in the State irrespec- 
tive ofcaste and creed While speaking on 
the fuiurc programme cf the State Congress, 
Swamiji said that political freedom cannot and 
should not be an end in nseir Jt was only n 
means to achieve socio-economic freedom of 
the masses 


While before the dawn of Independence on 
Hyderabad, Swamiji's speeches merely 
emphasised the political future for Hyderabad 
his speeches after Hyderabad acceeed with 
Indian Union, nghtly emphasised the responsi 
bilities that flow from the freedom towards 
making our people economically better In 
one of his speeches at JadcharJa on June 
5,1949 Swamiji gave out his mind thus 
Political liberty carries no meaning, if it lS 
not accompanied by economic equality I n 
itself political independence is incomplete, and 
insufficient We see the people in Hyderabad 
muddled in poverty and misery Kisans are 
lean and thin, emaciated, illnounsbed and 
poverty-stricken Their lot must be improved 
if our march towards freedom has any sense 
IVe are marching towards light, from 
darkness But this means happiness of tlr 
poor people abolition of poierty is the ultimate 
goal of democracy ” 

On 29th June 1949, Swamm, as the President 
of the State Congress, made another historic 
statement, while delivering his presidential 
address at the meeting of the All - Hyderabad 
Congress Committee at Secunderabad, refered 
to the future of the State, and said * Hydera 
bad would be merged with India, and there 
would be no Ruler Whether it is integration 
or disintegration, one thing Is certain and defi 
ntte, namely, that there it ould be no Ruler 

Swamm spoke the languace of the people 
and attracted the attention of thousands and 
lakhs of people whenever he went His words 
went straight into the hearts of the common 
men because he was speaking for them It is 
indeed difficult to bring about m one volume 
all the speeches made by Swamiji, as each one 
ofthem, remains hisioric and signlicaot. during 
the period the, were made 
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Swamiji’s Writings 

So Tar, as the President of the Hyderabad 
State Congress, the people came to know 
Swamiji as a great orator, a passionate lover 
of freedom, and as a gallant captain, who led 

his team most gallantly, under conditions which 

were beyond the control of any authority, not 
to speak of the autocratic regime itself, which 
wantonly brought about this state of affairs 
In the month of November 1949, Hyderabad 
atlast signed the Instrument of Accession and 
the Nizam subsequently issued a Firman paving 
the way for Hyderabad to take the rightful 
place m the Nation's Parliament And Swamiji 
welcoming the Firman, said “ In the nature 
of things, the accession had to be provisional 
one and the Nizam has done well in acting 
within the limitations which compact situations 
had brought about.’ And, almost immediately, 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha, withdrew his candi 
dature for the Presidentship oT the State Con- 
gress in December 1 949, to be succeeded by 
Sn □ G Bindu 

The period between December 1949 and 
April 1950, were periods for sdf-introspection 
for Swamiji himself, as a result of which, 
Swamiji decided to edit an English Weekly of 
his own known as ‘The Vision It made its 
appearance on April 3, 1950 From then 
onwards, Swamiji made his impact on the 
intellectual section of the society for his simple 
and straightforward analysis of the various pro- 
blemes, be it Kashmir, land reforms, revitali- 
sation of the Congress, or even the Osmama 
University These writings still give one much 
food for thought 

Swamiji s writings need no prefaces nor 
exp'anatory note;, In fairness to the problems 
and the views expressed by Swamiji, the extracts 
of his w nttngs are being reproduced here from 


the file of * The Vision", for the benefit of the 
readers To begin with the subject of "Revitali- 
sation of the Congress”, which Sw amiji seria- 
lised m eight instalments m ' The Vision 
from April 3, 1950 to May 29, 1950, takes a 
pride of place here in the context of the experi- 
ment that is being made at the highest levels, 
through the Kamaraj Plan 

Towards Revitalisation of the Congress 

' The Congress organisation all over the 
country is suffering from internal contradictions 
and consequent weakness Apparently the 
conflict revolves round a few personalities but 
in ultimate analysis, it will be discovered that 
the cleavage is due to the variations in appro 
aches and attitudes which come out of a basic 
view of affairs wmch one is inclined to take. 
Even limiting oneself to the present, we can see 
that those who wish to see a slow pace of pro- 
gress and more of consolidation would dea 
with matters in one way while those who stand 
for basic changes would adopt a different atti- 
tude On keener observation, it will be found 
that the cracks and nfts in the Congress organi- 
sation are merely reflections of the various 
trends social and economic, that are growing 
in the body - politic of India of the present 
day 

* The doors of the Congress are open for all 
In pre-Freedom period, one and all were 
inspired v> ith the common object of liberating 
India from the bondage of the foreigner This 
was the only motive force which drew nation's 
energy and harnessed it to the fullest extent 
There was no element of contradiction or 
contrast either in the objective or the way to 
achieve it and therefore, the Congress organi- 
sation, irspite of its heterogenous character, 
withstood all depradations and grew from 
strength to strength The test for th<s Congress - 
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men during that period of the struggle was 
sacrifice and suffering. Hundreds and thousands 
have laid down their lives in achieving this 
freedom. The post-freedom period has left a 
lacuna in the objective. There is no common 
purpose which has been deeply implanted and 
clearly stated to the people. Vague generalisa- 
tion about Sanodaja and lip sympathy for 
Gandhian ideals arc in evidence here, there and 
everywhere. The non-violence of Mabatmaji 
has been reduced to the absence of ph>sical 
injury only and is being oft sounded by those 
who arc within the folds of the Congress and 
are sucking the blood of the people though 
various forms of exploitation in the economic 
domain. It suits them today to forget that 
non-violence eschews from human life all 
forms of exploitation. 

A Vehicle of Power 

Though this needs more clarification and 
could be interpreted so as to appeal to the 
popular mind, every attempt is being made to 
sabotage it. The Corgress being a vehicle 
through u Inch the potter it operating, is being 
kanj'ej and captured by such elements who 
tinder tie name of conservation end consollJa 
Inn, are only vearklng for an order * hleh h auld 
berrft the few ax the cost of the many. The 
main contents of the Corgress erg • filiation and 
t\» G*rd‘'an spirit *hl-h hit permeated It 


and blood for over half a century, are offering 
suggestions varied in their nature, some time 
diametrically opposed. We have to anal>se all 
these, in the light of the present experiences 
and see which of them suit us best. An 
earnest effort to find out the correct solution 
will be made in these columns so that the 
Congress may be relieved of the great drain 
which is being made upon it. 

"It is now high time that suppreme effort is 
made by all the wcllwishcrs of this august body 
to replenish it so that the joung blood maj not 
flow into the defections and new ones are drawn 
towards it. Any unrealistic approach in this 
connection will ultimately fail and will result 
only in greater frustration and final disillusion- 
ment. It is more out of a sense of anxiety 
that I am impelled to do the duty which 
my conscience has prompted me to do. It is a 
cruehl moment m the annals .of the people's 
organisation and a right step at the given 
moment is the direct necessit)— " 

In his Second Series, Swamiji Wrote thus : 

"MahatmajI, just before hi* demise had 
formulated a plan to transform the Congress 
into a bodv of workers eaUed teka-Sera Sangh. 
The mam Idea underlying ihe change wasto 
dnctf the organisation of all mama for po**er 
and Investing li with the tail of buI'Jmg up 
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would guide and offer checks to the Govern- 
ment and at the same time be a motive force 
to drive the people to the desired goal It was 
the people and not the administrators that 
were the mainstay of the new creation The 
moral plane of the people, if raised, could 
alone be a proof against the democratisation 
which was apt to o\ertake those entrusted with 
the task of carrying on the administration So 
the parliamentary wing could be an indepen- 
dent party and the Congress was to function 
only as a non-parhamentary organisation 
casting the people's life into new moulds so 
that true democracy could be evolved by 
making people self-reliable, by infusing in them 
the spirit of cooperative life based on love and 
brotherhood 
Towards Reorientation 

It was an attempt to effect reorientation in 
the entire life of the nation Mahatmaji saw no 
future for the Congress unless it changed its 
character basically Otherwise with conflicting 
economic interests within its fold it would 
loose its dynamism, and would be only a 
wrestling ground for various sections to test 
the trial of strength and make it an arena where 
all sorts of baser traits could be roused m 
order to capture and hold on to power This 
was more particularly so when we remember 
that the common ideal had been fulfilled and 
people had not before them a clear vision of the 
future, a corresponding organisation trimmed 
to work for that ideal with necessary contents, 
fit to execute the task There must be complete 
unison in the ideal, the organisation and those 
who work for it Then alone , new task could 
be achieved in some measure Otherwise only 
frustration would be eudent 

To achieve this end, the best amongst the 
Congress should have been kept out of the 
administration Bat the process was reversed 


"The cream of the Congress organisation 
was entrusted with the task of carrying on the 
administration and the organisation was left to 
he handled by those who were iess fitted for 
the task though they were also persons of 
suffering and sacrifice with an equally proud 
record of service of the nation The immediate 
task before the country was that of establishing 
the newly -won freedom and in this process of 
stabilisation and conservation, the organisational 
aspect of the Congress was almost lost sight of 
Nobody could be blamed for this state of 
affairs But reality must be understood 
Naturally all glamour centred round the 
Parliament, legislatures and administration 
The Congress was the repository of this power 
and rapidly it changed itself mto a battle-field 
of warring sections There was general 
deterioration in its ranks 
" On the other hand, the services and the army 
were considered to be the mam pillars of the 
nation They alone could save the country at 
such a critical stage and these alone had the 
necessary capacity to reconstruct India on new 
lines It was, therefore, that those who had 
played anti-freedom role i n the past were con- 
sidered to be the saviours today It was a 
sad irony of fate 1 But all the same it is a fact 
which none of us can deny The Congress 
organisation lost its initiative and soon became 
an appendage to the administration It was 
the administrator who told what the organisation 
should do and not the organisation which mould 
ed and shaped the administrator l The result 
was that the top lost touch with the base and a 
vacuum, terrible in its consequences has been 
created between the two Some are crying 
aloud to put in efforts to improve this state of 
affairs But their voice js very feeble at the 
present moment and who knows whether it 
would prove effective at all ? 
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“I have tried to move in this direction tn my 
own humble way I have found that though 
the realisation is there, still the necessary elTort 
is lacking Perhaps the ever-growing com- 
plexity of the problems facing the country do 
not leave any scope for the leaders to devote 
themselves to this task Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, who alone could have done it, cannot 
be spared for this task Who else would do 
this 7 It is a big question mark * 

In conducting the affairs of the Hyderabad 
State Congress m post-freedom period, I had 
to face certain piquant situations Various 
problems were created in rapid succession and 
few of us had the time to understand them 
much less to assess them correctly I have 
viewed them only as a natural phenomenon 
which is more or less a common feature here, 
there, and everywhere, in the country, There is 
something amiss and it has to be found out 
A thorough heart-searching and introspective 
effort must be made if the situation is to 
improve 

During the past twelve months or so I had 
the previlege of discussing the question of 
revitalisation of the Congress with eminent 
Indian leaders I did so because I felt that 
such efforts have to be made on all-India 
plane No local effort could be sustained for 
long if there was no corresponding change at 
the top I have found that some feel that the 
Congress organisation has outlived its Utility- 
Others are of the opinion that the task of 
improving it is well nigh impossible because 
those who could do so have no time to spare 
There are a few who feel that efforts must 
continue to be made to effect the necessary 
reorientation and they should wait and work in 
that direction The Congress organisation 
could still have the dynamism and will be a fit 


instrument to lead the people to the task 
ahead.’ 

Swamiji continuing the renes on the cong- 
ress role after Freedom wrote • 

' The Congress organisation having concen- 
trated its attention and energy on the political 
struggle, con fined itself to the main, to what came 
to be called, the Parliamentary programme, 
and the Congress elections With the achiev- 
ement of Politcial liberty, there was no ques- 
tion of a fight or Satyagraha that work of the 
Congress is at an end. The Congress today is 
in office a'hd is running the administration It 
has not genuinely accepted the socio-econmic 
programme of Gandhiji for the establishment 
of equilatanan society The Congress Govern- 
ments are pledged to continuity, consolidation 
and conservation The old administrative 
machinery could be hardly a fit instrument to 
work for the establishment of equalitanan 
society A Czarlst secretariat could hardly 
be expected to work for the Bolshevik revolution 
and carry on its programme Therefore the 
Congress Governments are mainly pre-occupicd 
with carrying on the governance of the country 
strongly and efficiently without tampering with 
the loeological basis on which society has been 
functioning upto now and they have to toe the 
line or conservative reform The function of 
the Congress is now limited to only organising 
its annual elections and carry on the parlia- 
mentary programme The Congress has come 
to be an electoral machinery of the party-ra- 
power today and its rehabilitation and 
reconstruction he in that direction only There 
fore it is natural that the persons at the head of 
the administration are thinking in terms of 
making it the best instrument for a parlia- 
mentary and electioneering function If this 
,$ to be done the Congress must revise, modify 


and if need be, abandon the programme and 
policies that it had kept before itself and the 
nation prior to the attainment political liberty 
There must be in these matters a thorough 
reorientation. The new policies and programmes 
must be in keeping with what js possible in 
accomplishment in office. 

The programmes naturally will have to be 
formulated in the light of the election manife- 
stoes and they should not be in excess of what 
could be accomplished within a reasonable 
time Today what happens is that the policies 
and programmes pursued by Congress Govern- 
ments have but slight relation to the aims and 
objects and the general policies as enunciated 
in Congress resolutions This has led to 
conflict between the organisation and the 
Government It has also led to a clash between 
the Centre and Provinces The Centre wants 
a ‘go slow’ process, and Provinces wish to 
hasten the pace This conflict creates confusion 
m the public mind about aims and direction of 
the policies as pursued after Independence 

"There is absence of united leadership The 
head of the Go\ernment is the Leader of the 
Party but the Congress President of today has 
been relegated to a position which has lost all 
its glamour and prestige Power and responsi- 
bility must be united How can the Congress 
President be held responsible for what the Prime 
Minister does ? Or how can he be expected to 
justify whatever the head of the Government 
has done which has, often times, not secured 
his approval, nor he may know about it at all 
The Congress President, if he is strong comes 
m conflict, otherwise he has to suppress him- 
self and become a mere rubber-stamp This 
disparity must terminate Today the Prime 
Minister is the head of the State If the two 
positions are combined, unnecessary confusion 
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will be atoided This will bring about the 
necessary unity in the leadership 
' To summarise, then the Congress must 
frankly accept the position of a democratic 
party It must function as such To that end, 
it must make them conform to a certain extent 
to what is possible of accomplishment by the 
Government It should ha\e a united leader- 
ship which should be the same in the organisa- 
tion and the Government It must create 
conventions by which ts members cannot 
interfere with the day-to-day administration 
of public offices This way lies the reform of 
a truncated Congress The Congress can no 
more be a national organisation, embracing 
all patriotic groups and parties, following 
divergent ideas and ideologies It also cannot 
be an organisation committed to a revolutionary 
and equahtarian programme of socio economic 
reconstruction, which, the Governments have 
already abandoned, in practice, whatever lip 
service they may render to it 
Adverting to the Sarvodaya Plan and the 
Congress role m it Swamiji wrote 

The Indian National Congress being 
essentially a political body, cannot convert 
itself into a purely non-political organisation, 
having nothing to do with Parliamentary 
activities The bifurcation of the Parliamentary 
and constructive activities, has resulted in 
isolating one school of thought from the other, 
and the total constructive energy has not only 
suffered, but there has been a lack of under- 
standing between the two sections This 
divergence should be minimised, and construc- 
tive workers also must take up to Parliament- 
ary activities, otherwise, Parliamentary pro- 
gramme will be vitiated and it will have no 
direction 

If a definite ideal is to be achieved those 
who follow a particular ideology, must take 



106 


I have tried to move in this direction in my 
own humble way I have found that though 
the realisation is there, still the necessary effort 
is lacking Perhaps the ever-growing com- 
plexity of the problems facing the country do 
not leave any scope for the leaders to devote 
themselves to this task Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, who alone could have done it, cannot 
be spared for this task Who else would do 
this 7 It is a big question mark ' 

In conducting the affairs of the Hyderabad 
State Congress in post-freedom period, I had 
to face certain piquant situations Various 
problems were created in rapid succession and 
few of us had the time to understand them 
much less to assess them correctly I have 
viewed them only as a natural phenomenon 
which is more or Jess a common feature here 
there, and everywhere, m the country, There is 
something amiss and it has to be found out 
A thorough heart-searching and introspective 
effort must be made if the situation is to 
improve 

During the past twelve months or so I had 
the previlege of discussmg the question of 
revitalisation of the Congress with eminent 
Indian leaders I did so because I felt that 
such efforts have to be made on all India 
plane No local effort could be sustained for 
long if there was no corresponding change at 
the top I have found that some feel that the 
Congress organisation has outlived its utility 
Others are of the opinion that the task of 
improving it is well nigh impossible because 
those who could do so have no time to spare 
There are a few who feel that efforts must 
continue to be made to effect the necessary 
reorientation and they should wait and work m 
that direction The Congress organisation 
could still have the dynamism and will be a fit 


instrument to lead the people to the task 
ahead * 

Swamiji continuing the renes on the cong- 
ress role after Freedom wrote 

4 The Congress organisation having concen- 
trated its attention and energy on the political 
struggle, con fined itself to the mam, to what came 
to be called, the Parliamentary programme, 
and the Congress elections With the achiev- 
ement of Pohtcial liberty, there was no ques 
lion of a fight or Satyagraha that work of the 
Congress is at an end The Congress today is 
in office a'hd is running the administration It 
has not genuinely accepted the socio-econmic 
programme of Gandhiji for the establishment 
of equilatanan society The Congress Govern- 
ments are pledged to continuity, consolidation 
and conservation The old administrative 
machinery could be hardly a fit instrument to 
work for the establishment of equahtarian 
society A Czarisi secretarial could hardly 
be expected to work for the Bolshevik revolution 
and carry on its programme Therefore the 
Congress Governments are mainly pre-occupied 
with carrying on the governance of the country 
strongly and efficiently without tampering with 
the meological basis on which society has been 
functioning upto now and they have to toe the 
line of conservative reform The function o 
the Congress is now limited to only organising 
its annual elections and carry on the parha 
mentary programme The Congress has come 
to be an electoral machinery of the party-m- 
power today and its rehabilitation and 
reconstruction He m that direction only There 
fore it is natural that the persons at the head of 
the administration are thmkmg in terms of 
making it the best instrument for a parha 
mentary and electioneering function If this 
>s to be done the Congress must revise, modify 


and if need be, abandon the programme and 
policies that it had kept before itself and the 
nation prior to the attainment political liberty. 
There must be in these matters a thorough 
Teorientation. Thenew policies and programmes 
must be in keeping with what is possible in 
accomplishment in office. 

“The programmes naturally will have to be 
formulated in the light of the election manife- 
stoes and they should not be in excess of what 
could be accomplished within a reasonable 
time. Today what happens is that the policies 
and programmes pursued by Congress Govern- 
ments have but slight relation to the aims and 
objects and the general policies as enunciated 
in Congress resolutions. This has led to 
conflict between the organisation and the 
Government. It has also led to a clash between 
the Centre and Provinces. The Centre wants 
a go slow’ process, and Provinces wish to 
hasten the pace. This conflict creates confusion 
m the public mind about aims and direction of 
the policies as pursued after Independence. 

There is absence of united leadership. The 
head of the Government is the Leader of the 
Tarty but the Congress President of today has 
been r elegated to a position which has lost all 
tlS Sfawour and prestige. Power and responsi- 
bility niust be united. How can the Congress 
President be held responsible for what the Prime 
Minister does? Or how can he be expected to 
justify whatever the head of the Government 
as done which has, often times, not secured 
* s approval, nor he may know about it at all. 
he Congress President, if he is strong comes 
m conflict, otherwise he has to suppress him- 
self and become a mere rubber-stamp. This 
•sparity must terminate. Today the Prime 

mister is the head pf the State. If the two 
positions are combined, unnecessary confusion 
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will be avoided. This will brief; aboul the 
necessary unity in the leadership. 

"To summarise, then the Congress must 
frankly aceep, rhe position of a demne™ 
party. It must function as such. To ,h “ T 

it must make them conform to a certain erT^' 
to tvha, is possible of accompiishmcn, b 
Government. I. should have a united ,1' 

thrp which should be the same in the 
"°” and ,ha Government. ], l st ' S “ n,U ' 
conventions by which ' C ' ra,c 

interfere with the day-to-day ad ”• 
of public offices. This wav l ^ ,n ' 51ral 'on 

crunea,edCon 6 resr;?c K rCr ° rmor 

-ore be a national organisa, £* * 
a» pat, rotic groups „„ d p ar , ics ' ™ rac ™S 
divergent ideas and ideologies , Wm S 
be an organisation committed ° Cannot 

and cqualitarian programme of soe'* 0 '"'™ 3 ' 5 ' 
reconstruction, which the o ccon °mic 

already abandoned, in prac, haV ' 

service they may render fo i, ' Vha, ' v 'r lip 
Adverting , he Sarvodaya Pla „ 

Congress role in i, Swamiji wrote a " d ,hc 
"The Indian National Con. 
essentially a political body 8r ” s ’’'■'eg 
itself into a purely non-poliUea) 3 "” 01 C ° nv 'rt 
having nothing to do with p 0 ' 83 '* 3 '^, 
activities. The bifurcation of the p ar '! a ® 'otary 
and constructive activities ha ’ amcnla ry 

isolating one school of thought fr„ r ' S ”' t " 1 hr 

and the total constructive enere ™ the °«ie r . 
suffered, but there has been „ j aSBot only 
standing between the 
dwergenee, should be minimised Tl * 

rive workers also must take Up ,’ Q “ c °"strac. 
ary activities, otherwise, p atIi ParIi ament. 
gramme will be vitiated and |t lamemai y p ro . 
direction. have no 

"ir a definite ideal is to be ach . 
who follow a particular ideoloev ' eV ' d ,h °Se 
mu « , av ; 
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upon themselves Governmental functions and 
see that the ideological plane is kept up In 
that case the Congress organisation will have 
to retain its mass character and an attempt 
will have to be made to blend m one, Parha 
mentary and constructive programmes But 
how to assure that those who take up Parha 
mentary programme will follow the ideological 
llne ,, 

In order to achieve this one of the eminent 
leaders m a talk suggested that a practical 
shape to the Sarvodaya ideal will have to be 
given and all those who occupy any responsible 
position shall have to satisfy a minimum test 
of putting that ideal into practice m their own 
personal life and through a quantum of work 
they would execute How and when to do 
this is a matter for consideration 

The present constitution of the Indian 
National Congress env isages a different category 
of membership called effective membership 
This is an attempt to effect a compromise 
between the various suggestions made so far 
A quantum of work was essential for entitling 
a person to have a potential voice in the 
organisation But on the very first occasion 
of enrolment it was found to be full of fraud 
and the process had to be abandoned m order 
to prevent degradation and degeneration of the 
Congress organisation The Congress Working 
Committee had to summon a special session of 
the A I C C and get an amendment passed 
Congress Committees which were to pass 
necessary certificates employed all surrcpuuous 
methods and such membership swelled into 
lakhs 

It is obvious that such a method will fail 
to put new life into the organisation It is a 
superficial remedy Something more effective 
and vital is needed to raise the moral plane of 


the Congresss organisation Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru has also something to say m this regard 
The gist of the speech which has been included 
in the report of the First Sammelan of 
Sarvodaya 

Writing about the absence of necessary 
inspiration within the Party which has weake 
ned the Congress today Swamiji m his last 
series VIII on the revitalisation of the Congress 
has called for a new programme of action and 
pleaded for working for its idealism 
New Programme Wanted 

There is no denying the fact that the present 
stale of affairs cannot continue long Everyone 
who is honest to himself will have to admit 
that there is no fixity of ideal m the Congress 
It has to draw a dear line and indicate the way 
in unmistakable terms which it would like to 
follow This can be either the Sarvodaya ideal 
and whole Congress organisation as well as the 
administration will have to change itself to that 
end because Congress happens to be the ruling 

power or it will have to take up a Socialistic 
ideal and shape accordingly 

If neither of the two is possible it will be 
very difficult for the organisation to create an 
order of things which can lead to a society of 
our dreams The various Planning Commissions 
and Committees have got a difficult job to do 4 
in view of the uncertainties of the policies so 
far adopted Those in the organisation upon 
whom the responsibility of drawing m the 
latent energy rests have to see that the neces 
sar> inspiration is given The absence of such 
efforts is throwing out a large number of wor 
kers from the orbit of Congress organisation 
and they are taking up to constructive activities 
thus isolating themselves from the parent orga 
msation The Congress if it cannot stop this 
process will lose its sitality It may win the 


109 


next general elections, but it will not make real 
headway in the direction of a new age 
A Practical Line Wanted 
The first and foremost thing is that everyone 
of us should be sincere in what we say If we 
believe in Sarvodaya ideal, if the Congress 
really wants to achieve the ideal of Cooperative 
Commonwealth, it is necessary that every unit 
of the organisation must be conscious of the 
task and must shape the life after the same 
pattern I belies e that unless this mental out- 
look is cultivated by a definite process, laid 
down and strictly adhered to, no progress on 
the lines desired, could be expected I have 
been greatly perturbed by the convulsions 
which the Congress organisation is receiving 
here and elsewhere Will it do for us to say 
simply that Congress must improve or make 
efforts actually to do so? In the absence of any 
definite line, chalked out by the High Com- 
mand the only course left is to revitalise one 
self on right lines, consistent with the ideal in 
view and build up the strength m that direction 
and wait till a concerted and well-defined line 
is given by the organisation, as a whole 

That is what I have been suggesting to the 
workers and m many parts during the past two 
months, wherever I have gone, I have tned to 
Put workers mto action and suggested to them 
to build up the tendency of the pattern which 
1 e y hold dear to their hearts The present 
seems to be a period of wait and see , and 
contributing our own mite m hastening the 
Process which one considers to be right This 
n0t satls ^ that is a practi 

' L ai ime 


wcdd h H f ° rmulatKm of ^ economic plan 
a pract ^i * Cerlam ,dcaI does not seem to bi 
Com, ^ proposiUoa in the near future Ih 
- ment ' S faced wth a dilemma As , 


representatUe of the Congress, it has to be loyal 
to the idea! of the organisation and as a Govern - 
ment, it has to do certain tasks which do mean 
a deviation from the line which leads to the 
ideal The deviation on the Governmental plane 
has meant a deviation from the line leading to 
the ideal to something which has no direction 
and which has resulted in drawing power - 
mongers and opportunists in a large measure 
mto the Congress organisation It has sapped 
the inner strength and built up a hallow shell 
without any kernel in it The Government has 
its own limitations If the organisation volun 
teers itself to work within those limitations 
only, it will have to convert itself sooner or 
later into a party in the limited sense and not 
an organisation of the type, which we have so 
far envisaged Or else there must be definite 
line of demarcation between the Congress 
Government and the Congress organisation 
But if this is not possible and practical the only 
alternative is to convert the Congress mto a 
party and rest content with that The party 
can run the Government of the country 

A Novel Suggestion, But 

A suggestion has often been made that those 
who have devoted themselves to constructive 
activities, enunciated by Gandhyi, must active- 
ly participate in the Congress activities and 
must help to shape it after the Sarvodaya ideal 
The suggestion is a good one but a process in 
the direction must be envisaged Unless this 
line is encouraged, we do not think that the 
Constructive workers will come into the Cong 
ress organisation as active workers I have 
tried to discuss this matter with a number of 
Constructive workers They somehow feel 
unhappy over the who'e situation A question 
can be posed to them After all, what is the 
use of feeling unhappy? One must come for- 
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ward to help the situation to some extent, 
according to one’s own pattern, and strengthen 
those who are trying to revitalise the Congress 
But this argument has yet not impressed these 
workers 

"At present I have decided to content my- 
self with oITcring suggestions and pleading with 
those who can deliver the goods to make the 
necessary reorientation. At the same time, I 
will continue the work of revitalising the indi- 
vidual workers to the best extent I can So, 
whatever is lacking collectively, may to some 
extent be made up individually In the mean- 
while, every Congressman should continue 
where he is, and try his best to put greater 
energy and more substantial work, free from 
power - politics But this depends upon the 
choice which everyone of us makes * 

The Riddle of Hyderabad 

The Hyderabad Slate which was formerly 
the centre of gravitation of the British power 
in India, is today a centre of intrigues, with the 
rank communal-feudal reaction at the helm of 
affairs, at its focal point Till such time as 
the Nizam continues to ha\e a place in 
( Hyderabad's administration, till such time as 
Hyderabad is not completely disintegrated, it 
has no future, * thus observed Swami Rama- 
nanda Tirtha, former President of the 
Hyderabad State Congress addressing a largely 
attended meeting at Poona on May 6, 1950, in 
connection with the Spring Lectures Senes 
there Sri Anna Saheb Sahasrabuddhe of 
Maharashtra Seva Sangh, presided 

Earlier, Sri Sahasrabuddhe expressed his 
pleasure to the assembled for having given the 
opportunity to know the currents and cross- 
currents in Hyderabad politics, from one, who 
had held aloft the banner of freedom of relent- 
less struggle of the people in Hyderabad for the 


last twelve years "The non-Hydcrab3dis," 
he said, ' arc ever anxious to know the real 
picture of Hyderabad and its intricacies, 
because the problem is as vital to the whole 
nation, as it is to those who are directly con- 
cerned with it ' 

Disintegrate Hyderabad State 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha speaking on 
"Riddle of Hyderabad, declared in unambi- 
guous terms that disintegration was the 
only solution to solve the intricacies of 
Hyderabad problem "I have been maintaining 
along said Swamiji, ‘ that the future of 
Hyderabad lies in its being disintegrated The 
Nizamabad session of the Hyderabad State 
Congress has also taken the unanimous decision 
in this respect The question of disintegration 
of Hyderabad should not be Kept in suspense 
e\en though there is some delay in the formation 
of linguistic prounces, which u inevitable. 
There can be no difficulty in amalgmatmg the 
eight districts of Telengana in the adjoining 
Madras Province, and the rest in the Bombay 
Prounce The people or Hyderabad are deter- 
mined to see that their objecuve is fulfil'ed, 
inspite of the conspiracies hatched up by the 
reactionary-feudal section to sabotage their 
movement The people therefore are going 
ahead, knowing fully well that they have to 
achieve much even now Hiey are not at rest 
and cannot afford to be ’ 

The Last Battle 

Before spelling about the present state or 
conditions prevalent in Hyderabad, Swamiji 
narrates the history of the people s struggle in 
Hyderabad from the birth of the State Con- 
gress to the successful Police Action against 
the fascist-cum-communal regime The history 
of the problem of Hyderabad tales ns course 
he said, when the British made it their base of 
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Imperialism and also a centre of communal- 
fascist reaction, and obsened that the fight 
that was fought on the soil of Hyderabad was 
the last battle of freedom tn India and no 
conscious and courageous son did give up the 
long-drawn out fight till the last fort cracked 
up 

Talk All's overtures Recalled 

Swamiji dealing with the nature of the 
struggle recalled an interesting incident, when 
Mr. Laik All, the then Prime Minister of 
Hyderabad, approached him and tried to 
influence him to give up the demand of 
"Accession", and "integration” of Hyderabad 
with India “Mr. Laik All," he said, "was 
prepared to concede the demand of demo- 
cratisation of the State but, was not prepared 
for the idea of Hyderabad’s accession to India 
That was the crux of the problem. The 
Hyderabad riddle was of an all-India nature. 
Its future closely linked with rest of India. 
We, therefore, knew the consequences we had 
to face as a result of our uncompromising stand 
on this vital question of "accession’ After 
knowing the consequences to follow, we 
realised that we would not win the battle of 
freedom all alone Long before in July 1949, 
I had informed responsible quarters that the 
Hyderabad problem would not be solved 
unless the armed forces of India intervene The 
Military entered the State on 13th September 
1948 

Swamiji while paying glowing tributes to the 
freedom-fighters in Hyderabad, made a partic- 
ular reference to the sacrifices of the rural 
population 
The After-effects 

Turning to the question of after-effects of 
Police Action, Swamiji asserted that it was 
only after making a basic and total change in 


the administration that one could say that the 
democratisation was complete and successful 
Contmumg, he said "there are internal diffe- 
rences and rifts in the political organisations 
everywhere, but that did not affect the people’s 
representatives in taking the reins of adminis- 
tration. But, strangely in Hyderabad, at least 
the power was deprived to the people’s repres- 
entatives as yet. Though there may have been 
differences here and there, that cannot be an 
excuse for not democratising the administration 
of the State. 

Referring to the recent move of the proposed 
association of popular elements with the admi- 
nistration, he said that a decision had 
been reached to nominate four Congress 
Ministers in the Vellodi Cabinet The Cabinet, 
thus formed, as per reports, was not going to 
be diarchy, but would function on the principle 
of collective responsibility 

The Communist Menace 

Adverting to the Communist problem, 
Swamiji stated ’ there are basic reasons behind 
the fact that even after two years’ of Police 
Action, the Communist movement in the two 
districts has not yet been suppressed, as it 
should have been The approach to such a. 
problem was not done by introducing radical 
reforms, but only military measures were put 
into operation To cite an example, in 
Mabboobabad Taluka of Warangal district, 
there is one Zamindar with thousands of acres 
of land at his disposal and to add to this, he 
exercises unrestrained authority as a Zamindar, 
landowner and what not r Such a deep exploi- 
tation by the Zamindars furnished a fine soil 
to Communists to reap the harvests The State 
Congress suggested Agrarian Reforms of a 
fundamental character, as, mere military 
measures cannot root out the Communist 
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ward to help the situation to some extent, 
according to one’s own pattern, and strengthen 
those who are trying to revitalise the Congress 
But this argument has yet not impressed these 
workers 

"At present I have decided to content my- 
self with offering suggestions and pleading With 
those who can deliver the goods to make the 
necessary reorientation At the same time, I 
will continue the work of revitalising the indi- 
vidual workers to the best extent I can So, 
whatever is lacking collectively, may to some 
extent be made up individually In the mean- 
while, every Congressman should continue 
where he is, and try his best to put greater 
energy and more substantia! work, free from 
power - politics But this depends upon the 
choice which everyone of us makes ’* 

The Kiddle of Hyderabad 

The Hyderabad State which was formerly 
the centre of gravitation of the British power 
in India is today a centre of intrigues, with the 
rank communal-feudal reaction at the helm of 
affairs, at its focal point Till such time as 
the Nizam continues to have a place in 
Hyderabad's administration, till such time as 
Hyderabad is not completely disintegrated, it 
has no future, * thus observed Swami Rama- 
nanda Tirtha, former President of the 
Hyderabad State Congress addressing a largely 
attended meeting at Poona on May 6, 1950, in 
connection with the Spring Lectures Senes 
there Sn Anna Saheb Sahasrabuddhe of 
Maharashtra Seva Sangh, presided 

Earlier, Sri Sahasrabuddhe expressed his 
pleasure to the assembled for having given the 
opportunity to know the currents and cross- 
currents in Hyderabad politics, from one, who 
had held aloft the banner of freedom of relent- 
less struggle of the people m Hyderabad for the 


last twelve years. "The non-Hyderabadis," 
he said, * arc ever anxious to know the real 
picture of Hyderabad and its intricacies, 
because the problem is as vital to the whole 
nation, as it is to those who are directly con 
ccmed with it " 

Disintegrate Hyderabad State 
Swami Ramananda Tirtha speaking on 
"Riddle of Hyderabad, declared m unambi- 
guous terms that disintegration was the 
only solution to solve the intricacies of 
Hyderabad problem 'I have been maintaining 
along \ said Swamiji, * that the future of 
Hyderabad lies in its being disintegrated The 
Nizamabad session of the Hyderabad State 
Congress has also taken the unanimous decision 
in this respect The question of disintegration 
of Hyderabad should not be kept tn suspense 
even though there is some delay in the formation 
of linguistic provinces, which is Inevitable. 
There can be no difficulty in amalgmatmg the 
eight districts of Telengana tn the adjoining 
Madras Province and the rest in the Bombay 
Province *The people or Hyderabad are deter- 
mined to see that their objective is fulfil'ed, 
inspite of the conspiracies hatched up by the 
reactionary-feudal section to sabotage their 
movement The people therefore are going 
ahead knowing fully well that they have to 
achieve much even now They are not at r 
and cannot afford to be 


rhe Last Battle 

Before spe iking about the present state of 
rond, irons prevalent rn Hyderabad, Swamrj. 
rarrates the h, story of the people’s straggle in 
Hyderabad from the b.rth of the State Con 
jress to the suceessfnl Pohee Act, on agarnst 
he fasc.st-cum-commima! regrme The history 
3 f the problem of Hyderabad lakes its course 
re said, when the British made it their base of 
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menace I am certain that if the Government 
of India follows a progressive policy, then 
alone we can be able to challenge the Communist 
menace in the country and, if this is not done 
one will not be m a position to forecast the 
future The people have come to realise that 
what the Communists do is not of a permanent 
nature As a result many are drifting away 
from them but there is enough terror prevail 
mg there, on account of the increasing murders 
Only during the last 18 to 20 months as many 
as three hundred and fifty Congress workers 
have been done to death ’ 

Continuing further he said Whilst this is 
so, the conspiracies of the feudal interests has 
landed the many genuine Congress workers in 
jails In this way, the Congress is sandwiched 
between the two prongs and yet it has to work 
in such conditions 

That Mr Latk Alt former Premier of Hyder 
abad should easily escape from Hyderabad 
even after about a period of two years admi 
nistration of our own meant that all ivor not 
well He said that Hyderabad today was the 
centre of intrigues and conspiracies by the 
reactionaries which should not be allowed to 
continue any longer There was a definite 
change in the make up of the people and they 
would not give in till the State of Hyderabad 
was disintegrated Swamiji declared 

Almost immediately after tins famous Poona 
speech Swamiji in hts Political Note on 
Hjderabad wrote in The Vision which 
makes an interesting reading even today 
Political Stalemate in Hyderabad 
Politics in Hyderabad is shaping itself much 
differently from what was expected generally 
The expected associat on has not yet come 
Reports have emanated to sav that the changes 
will be expected in the month of June The 


coldness with which the announcement of the 
M Ps has been received is marked It shows 
the reactions of the general mind They do 
not feel enthused over it Politically conscious 
sections have been watching the development 
with a critical bent The association of 
Congressmen with the administration is being 
viwed m the background of the list of M Ps 
Surmises and speculations have made matters 
more confounded Individuals are being tossed 
up and down for no fault of theirs, and various 
aspersions are beiDg cast in this regard Soon 
this period of uncertainty will end and the 
matters will settle down in due course of tune 


‘Communal and sectional feelings are being 
roused by interested sections amongst the 
ignorant masses in the districts The power 
that is coming has given an impetus to these 
forces Though the indefinite postponement 
of the elections to the Constituent Assembly 
has poured cold water on the frenzy, still the 
little that is being offered has m some measure 
enlivened such elements 


The Shetkari and Kamkari Paksha (The 
Workers & Peasants Party) of Marathwada 
which had sustained itself on this communal 
feeling has receded a hard hit at the hands of 
the Government Naturally it has nuserably 
dwindled as is the case with all those forces 
which have a negative approach to the 


iroblems of the day 

Press reports go .0 shots .hat the Com 
nittcc appointed b, Nanded Consent, ot, o 
estened Congressmen ts tneetmg by the end of 
|„s months to deede the futtnc course finally 
-he talks stitch some of them had ss„h ll e 
octal, st leader Sj, Ja, Trakash Namyan 
rust hate given them an insight into the 
jndamental approach of the Socialist Patty ,0 
he National problems The decision of the 
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-Committee is being awaited and what impact 
on the political life of the people of Hyderabad 
it will have is to be seen 
The Communist Menace In Hyderabad 

Adverting to the Communist menace, Swamijt 
in his forthright article, wrote on its genesis 
and the remedy, and suggested radical reforms 
to meet the challenge from within 
"The Communist menace in Hyderabad has 
become an all-India problem, for sometime 
past It has caused great headache to the local 
administration and has sufficiently affected the 
rural economy of the two districts of Warangal 
and Nalgonda in Telengana area of Hyderabad 
State The reports of its set-back and recru- 
descence alternately reach us and one is 
bewildered at the conflicting accounts emana- 
ting from these patts, from time to time I 
have tried often times, to go into these parts 
and have talked to several peasants and Con- 
gress workers, have observed things at close 
quarters, as a servant of the people and have 
tried to understand the genesis of the malady 
and the remedy to remove it I am enumerating 
m this article a few suggestions, which would 
help the workers, the people, and the admini- 
stration, in wiping out the subversive and anti- 
national elements The Communist Party of 
India having adopted violent, distruptive and 
subversive methods has made itself repugnant 
to all sober-thinking elements and has brought 
rum upon itself and the country at large The 
Communist movement can not be isolated and 
has to be viewed as a whole Leaving aside 
the question of other parts of India of which 
I have meagre knowledge I wish to limit 
the observations to what is happening in 
Hyderabad 
The basic Cause * 

The basic cause of the growth of Commu- 
nist influence is to be found in the social and 


economic structure in Telengana parts gene 
rail), and in two districts of Warangal and 
Nalgonda particularly The Zamindan and 
Jagirdan systems, the Deshmukhs and Patel 
Patwans, barring individuals, who may not 
have followed the conventional callous methods 
are the root cause which has given rise to the 
Communist influence, which thrived on the 
discontent of the millions of the exploited 
peasentry of these parts A casual visit to any 
village in these parts will convince any stranger 
as to the dire poverty which is visible in 
whatsoever concerns the life of the people The 
Deshmukh is a Jaglrdar, a Zanundar, a money - 
lender and In a limited sense, a Watandar, 
haung certain powers In some cases, all at the 
same time All told, the exploitation is of the 
most \lrulent type and the poverty and suppres- 
sion shudders one \iho has an eye to see and 
heart to feel Obviously the Communist has 
found an easy room in the hearts of the people 
who had to pass a torturous life from genera 
tions A band of joung intelligent workers with 
a well-knit programme and uniform policy 
penetrated into the masses and created a strong 
base for the Communist Party of India They 
along with their unit m Andhra Pans of 
Madras Province, have earned on an intense 
^activity which has brought about the present 
state of affairs in this Southern part of India 
Careful handling Necessary 
' Looking to the gravity of the situation and 
the magnitude of the danger, the problem 
ought to have been dealt with more cautiously 
and efficiently, than what it was done under the 
Military regime of Hyderabad The pre-Police 
Action regime had foolishly harnessed these 
elements not knowing what they had been 
doing and now their policy would recoil on the 
masses But better actions were expected from 
the Government that took its place after the 
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Committee is being awaited and what impact 
on the political life of the people of Hyderabad 
it will has e is to be seen 
The Communist Menace In Hyderabad 

Adverting to the Communist menace, Swatntji 
in his forthright article, wrote on its genesis 
and the remedy, and suggested radical reforms 
to meet the challenge from within 

"The Communist menace in Hyderabad has 
become an all-India problem, for sometime 
past It has caused great headache to the local 
administration and has sufficiently affected the 
rural economy of the two districts of NVarangal 
and Nalgonda in Telengana area of Hyderabad 
State The reports of its set-back and recru- 
descence alternately reach us and one is 
bewildered at the conflicting accounts emana- 
ting from these parts, from time to time I 
have tried often times, to go into these parts 
and have talked to several peasants and Con- 
gress workers, have observed things at close 
quarters, as a servant of the people, and have 
tried to understand the genesis of the malady 
and the remedy to remoye it I am enumerating 
m this article a few suggestions, which would 
help the workers, the people, and the admini- 
stration, in wiping out the subversive and anti- 
national elements The Communist Party of 
India having adopred violent, distruptive and 
subversive methods has made itself repugnant 
to all sober-thinking elements and has brought 
nun upon itself and the country at large The 
Communist movement can not be isolated and 
has to be viewed as a whole Leaving aside 
the question of other parts of India of which 
I have meagre knowledge I wish to limit 
the observations to what is happening m 
Hyderabad 

The basic Cause * 

The basic cause of the growth of Comma 
nist influence is to be found in the social and 


economic structure in Telengana parts gene- 
rally, and in two districts of Warcngal and 
Nalgonda particularly The Zammdan and 
Jagudan systems, the Deshmukhs and Patel 
Patwans, barring individuals, who may not 
have followed the conventional callous methods 
are the root cause, which has given rise to the 
Communist influence, which thrived on the 
discontent of the millions of the exploited 
peasentry of these parts A casual visit to any 
village in these parts will convince any stranger 
as to the dire poverty which is visible in 
whatsoever copcems the life of the people The 
Deshrvukh is a Jagirdar, a Zannndar, a mone) - 
lender and in a limited sense, a Watandar, 
haung certain powers in some cases, all at the 
same time All told, the exploitation is of the 
most urulent type and the poierty and suppres- 
sion shudders one who has an e\e to see and 
heart to feel Obviously the Communist has 
found an easy room in the hearts of the people 
who had to pass a torturous life from genera 
tions A band of young intelligent workers with 
a well-knit programme and uniform policy 
penetrated into the masses and created a strong 
base for the Communist Party of India They 
along with their unit in Andhra Parts of 
Madras Province have earned on an intense 
activity which has brought about the present 
state of affairs in this Southern part of India 
Careful handling Necessary 
‘ Looking to the gravity of the situation and 
the magnitude of the danger, the problem 
ought to have been dealt with more cautiously 
and efficiently, than what it was done under the 
Military regime of Hyderabad The pre-Pol ice 
Action regime had foolishly harnessed these 
elements not knowing what they had been 
domg and now their policy would recoil on the 
masses But better actions were expected from 
the Government that took its place after the 


i 14 


Police Action As one who had to deal with 
the issues at close quarters, I have no hesita- 
tion in sajing that the situation was not 
properly understood then, and naturally dealt 
with m a wrong manner The Hyderabad 
State Congress which hid found an abiding 
place m the hearts of the people, was not 
sympathetically viewed b> some of the ofllccrs, 
who held the rein* of power Congressmen 
who had fought the freedom battle and who 
helped the administration in combating the 
Communist, fell prey to the evil machinations 
of the feudel elements who in league with some 
of the corrupt officials, managed to put the 
field workers behind the prison bars The 
State Congress was ordered to suspend its 
functioning in these two districts This was the 
worst blunder which told on the morale of the 
people, and the peasantry was left without 
anyone to guide them Simultaneously , the 

Communists adopted the policy of kUlmgCongress 
workers and Congress sympathisers from the 
rural areas, and more then 400 Congressmen 
were killed The administration under the 
Military Governor used all Military strength but 
they could not check the Communist menace 
and reports at variance with actual state of 
affairs were issued from time to time I had to 
contradict many of them by issuing open 
statements and by submitting memoranda to 
proper quarters But things continued as 
before The military operations in their nature 
could not find out the genuine Communist 
leadership which remained intact and guided 
the movement There was no coordination 
between the various departments of the 
administration, particularly the military, civil 
end Police Departments The sum total of the 
effect was that it was only the people who 
were harassed and the Communists remained 
intact If we enter the villages today we find 


the peasant terror-stricken, because of the- 
sten-gun of the Communist and the iron hand 
of the military and the*>PoIice, particularly 
when thousands have been sent to prison all 
promiscuously not knowing which is the seed 
and which is the chaff 

‘ I have tried to gi\c m a nutshell the present 
state of affairs It is with a view to finding out 
and apply correct remedies so that the suffer- 
ings of the people should be minimised at the 
earliest and a menace to the nation should 
cease to exist We must have a posime 
approach to the problem, then alone can a 
correct solution be found 
Solutions to the Problem 

* i The problem of Tclengana is the 
problem of ow-nership of the land A special 
emergency regulation should be promulgated 
with immediate effect giving the actual Jtller or 
the soil the security of the ownership, so that 
he may feel safe and be fixed in his own land. 
Slow process through Committees and Bills 
which take Jong periods may not smt the 
present contingency 

2 The present Tenancy Act should be 
strictly enforced and emergency machinery 
should be created to deal with the cases of 
unlawful ejectments of the peasants from the 
land, which they have been tilling We had 
made this suggestion to the Government under 
the Military regime Though agreed to in 
principle, it was never seriously implemented 
In one instance though Tahsildar's judgement 
went in favour of the ejected peasant, he was 
compelled not to take possession of land by 
the Deslimukhs and the officials under 
intimidation and threat To create greater 
confidence, this machinery should consist of 
both officials and non officials, on whom the 
people can pat trust and should be vested wilh 
full powers to decide the cases on the spot 
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4 3. Cases of all those people who have been 
arrested on mere suspicion, should be properly 
investigated and all those against whom no 
positive evidence is found should be immedia- 
tely released A Committee, consisting of an 
official and a Congressman, or any one, who 
knows the situation at close quarters, should 
be formed for this purpose 
"4 The rural economy ha\tng suffered 
enormously during the last few months, Taccavi 
•should be given, wherever necessary 

"5 The agricultural labour which has 
remained idle and has no means of livelihood, 
should be engaged in road and tank construc- 
tion and such other enterprises which would 
give them an earning to sustain themselves in 
the transitional period 

The Congressmen s Duty 
* While all this is being done, a sense of 
security be created, ra the minds of the people, 
through propaganda and by creating village 
•defence squads if possible Efforts, such as, 
encouragingbodies like Anti-Communist frontt 
Agricultural Association and the like, which 
have only created greater complications, should 
■cease forthwith 

The entire Congress organisation must be 
geared up and be made to work in closest 
cooperation with the Government A perfect 
understanding should be reached between the 
two wings, as to the hest manner in which the 
work should be carried on Congressmen 
should go into the masses and give positive 
relief to the peasant They must not allow 
the feudal mentality, elements to stand in the 
way of the betterment of the lot of the peasants 
I know certain cases in which office bearers of 
the Congress Committees have themselves been 
the cause of ejecting the peasants from the 
lands 


How can such people be expected to weed 
out Communist influence? By continuing 
exploitation, suppression and unlawful posses- 
sion, they help and not hinder the Communist 
in his nefarious activities My final suggestion 
is that, some of us should go and settle m these 
areas and move and work with the local people 
so that the general morale may be raised 
I am glad that a new orientation in the 
policy and attitude of the Government is 
definitely discemable and with the healthy 
outlook, which the Chief Minister possesses, 
assisted by Capt Nanjappa, who is put in 
sole charge for this task, things in these districts 
are expected to improve, provided matters are 
shaped m the right manner and in good time 
The problem has to be examined from all 
angles psychological and economic, no less 
than punitive and administrative How the 
Communists have benefited at least m some 
measure, the feudalism-ndden peasantry of 
the Telengana districts ? This may be a perti 
cent question to ask But the economic and 
psychological effect of it should not be mini 
raised Much of the success of the efforts 
would depend upon the manner and the speed 
with which the basic solution of the problem 
is found,/ 

The Communist Problem 

In another interesting article on the same 
subject, Suamiji wrote in The Vision , which 
is again new in its own way- 

The Week-end saw two very important 
developments in the capital of the State, in 
regard to the Communist menace in Hyderabad 
For sometime past, the Government had been 
utilising all its resources to check the growth 
of this menace, but reports received from 
various quarters indicated that the Communists 
had spread their tentacles to other areas qjso 
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and that they had infiltrated into several 
talukas of Karimnagar and Mahboobnagar 
districts and were very active round about 
Vikarabad and had established a base near 
Kohir in Bidar district The official reports 
on the other hand, gave out quite a different 
version and stated that the situation was 
well under control We are not in a position 
to examine the correctness of these reports 
We are content that those who were dealing 
with the situation are once more made consci- 
ous of the stupendous tasks that lie ahead in 
eradicating this menace 

To Liberate the people 

‘ The officials of the three States of Madras, 
Madhya Pradesh and Hyderabad, have met 
and are reported to have formulated plans for 
joint-action and have effected necessary coordi- 
nation In the past also, similar efforts have 
been made with what results, we are not in a 
position to say We do not minimise the 
importance and utility of such efforts. But 
we feel that these efforts alone will not bring 
about the desired results Something more vital 
is necessary, if the people -of TeJengaoa are to 
be liberated from the clutches of the Comunists 
Prominent Congressmen from Telengana 
met together and are reported to have freely 
exchanged views with Captain Nanjappa, who 
is incharge of the ' Red areas " There was a 
free expression of slews and some or the wor- 
kers who met us have communicated to us that 
they were satisfied with the talks and they 
expected that In future, there would be better 
cooperation between the Congress and the 


that the authorities have seen the error a n d 
have shown readiness to remove it 
"There seems to be a growing anxiety on 
the part of the administration about the speedy 
manner in which the Communist problem has- 
to be dealt with The State Congress Execu- 
tive also, in its session at Mahaboobnagar, 
has passed a resolution about the same 
A concerted plan to bring together anti Com- 
munist elements seems to have been also 
mooted in certain quarters It is, therefore, 
clear that renewed efforts are being made to 
effectively deal with the problem. On various 
occasions, we have unequivocally stated our 
views and at the present moment also we wish 
to say what we feel to be the correct approach 
A Proper Approach Needed 
Wc do not think that any anti Communist 
Front will make headway m the situation Ncr 
purpose would be served by bringing together 
all anti Communist elements There are 
various sections and elements in society who 
are opposed to Communists for various 
reasons Even the Jabagirdar and the Desh- 
mukh is opposed to them, perhaps more 
bitterly, than anybody else Himself being the 
mam cause of the birth of Communism m 
Telengana, he is trying to keep himself intact 
and using all objectionable methods to remove 
the basic cause With him in the anti-Commu- 
nist front, nothing can be achieved The 
exploiters and the feudal elements will have to 
be scrupulously excluded from such front. 
Otfierwise, the effort will defeat its own 
purpose 

"There must be a unity of approach to 


authorities, and that the necessary coordination th e problem between those who desire to put in 
would be effected In the past the most un- coordinated efforts. Tho State Congress has 
fortunate thing was that Congressmen who had formulated its own basic stand It should 
mainly faced the Communists were themselves reiterate the same, chalk out the programme 
suspended and pul Under arrest It i* well and Invite the cooperation of all those who 
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agree to it and arc read) to work it out This 
would be a positive approach and would bung 
together only those who arc earnest about the 
job and would work, not to save themselves 
Wc do not think that Jahagirdars and Desh- 
mukhs would sec the wisdom of choosing the 
path of voluntary liquidation If there be any 
exception we would welcome them 
A Peasant-Problem 

The problem of Telengana is a peasant 
problem Shouting hoarse about the Commu 
nist and accusing him in and out of season has 
done nothing to thwart the menace On the 
other hand, much ground has slipped under the 
feet of those who have played only a negative 
role of accusation and fault-finding They 
have on the contrary, strengthened the 
Communists The Agrarian Reforms which 
ar e now made into law should be effect t\e!y 
'mplemented. There are potential dangers to 
lt Interested sections, who see their own 
liquidation m the reforms will try to make them 
a failure °nd the Communists will thrive We 
arc stat,n S all this, because we know how 
spuriously these methods are being followed 
under our very nose We therefore wish to 
be very plain and frank Unless the State 
Congress and the Government are determined 
to finish off the exploitation of the peasant* 
through the strictest possible enforcement of 
the reforms no progress m the direction of 
counteracting the Communist wi'I succeed 
Harassment should stop 

The military operations necessary as they 
are have their own oddities From reports 
r caching us from many parts people have 
hcen unnecessarily harassed This is clear 
from the number that has been sent to the 
jails Even those hundreds hate been released 
of late the total number of alleged Communists 


behtnd the prison bars has not decreased Wc 
think that the arrests of suspected Communists 
should be stopped forthwith, and no person 
should be allowed to be arrested unless the 
Chief Minister himself is satisfied about the 
case The whims of the local official have done 
greatest harm to the people of Telengana We 
insist upon the Chief Minister to see that no 
further scope is given to such lapses It must 
be remembered that the prosecution of innocent 
souls would recoil immensely on the Govern- 
ment itself ‘Shooting at sight may be con- 
sidered alright in certain situations But 
shooting the innocent, under suspicion, can 
under no circumstances be justified 

Inside the jails the conditions under which 
the detenues are made to live, are sub-human 
We have received first-hand information about 
this Does the Government realise what a 
tremendously bad odour such a treatment 
leaves on the minds of those who are made to 
snffer it? Only those who have been inside the 
jails, as politicals, can realise this Communists 
are after all well educated intellectuals They 
should be treated as politicals Besides, m 
Hyderabad, large numbers have been arrested 
only on suspicion We strongly feel that all 
amenities of B class detenus should be given 
forthwith to those who are detained in Jails 
Let there be a human touch in the treatment 
towards these persons 

* We know of one instance A Congress 
worker form Wanaparthy was arrested as a 
suspected Communist No charges could be 
framed against him All investigations proved 
that he was an out and out Congressman 
Still the local authoriUes kept him in jail 
His wife was suffering from T B and is on her 
death-bed in the Yerragadda Hospital There 
was a callons refusal to release him even at 
such a stage It is only after herculean efforts 
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and that they had infiltrated into several 
talukas of Kanmnagar and Mahboobnagar 
districts and were \ery active round about 
Vikarabad and had established a base near 
Kohir in Bidar district The official reports 
on the other hand, gave out quite a different 
version and stated that the situation was 
well under control We are not in a position 
to examine the correctness of these reports 
We arc content that those who were dealing 
with the situation are once more made consci- 
ous of the stupendous tasks that lie ahead in 
eradicating this menace 

To Liberate the people 
' The officials of the three States of Madras, 
Madhya Pradesh and Hyderabad, have met 
and are reported to have formulated plans for 
joint-action and have effected necessary coordi- 
nation In the past also, similar efforts have 
been made with what results, we are not in a 
position to say We do not minimise the 
importance and utility of such efforts. But 
we feel that these efforts atone will not bring 
about the desired results Something more vital 
is necessary, if the people -of Telengana are to 
be liberated from the clutches of the Comumsts 
* Prominent Congressmen from Telengana 
met together and are reported to have freely 
exchanged views with Captain Nnnjappa, who 
is mcharge of the Red areas M There was a 
free expression or slews and some of the wor- 
leri who met us have communicated to us that 
thry were satnhed with the talks and the) 
expected that h future, there would be belter 
coope*aton between the Congress and the 
authorities, and that the necessary coordination 
wnuVd he e^ect-d In the past the most un- 
fortunate thing wav that Congrevsnea who bad 
maisly fared the Corvnunbts. were tbetaieSes 
luvpmded a-d put vni-t arrest It is well 


that the authorities have seen the error a n d 
have shown readiness to remove it 
"There seems to be a growing anxiety on 
the part of the administration about the speedy 
manner in which the Communist problem has 
to be dealt with The State Congress Execu- 
tive also, in its session at Mahaboobnagar, 
has passed a resolution about the same 
A concerted plan to bring together anti Com- 
munist elements seems to have been also 
mooted in certain quarters It is, therefore, 
clear that renewed efforts are being made to 
effectively deal with the problem. On various 
occasions, we have unequivocally stated our 
views and at the present moment also we wish 
to say what we feci to be the correct approach 
A Proper Approach Needed 
We do not think that ary anti Communist 
Front will make headway m the situation Ncf 
purpose would be served by bringing together 
all anti Communist dements There arc 
various sections and dements m society who 
are opposed to Communists for various 
reasons. Even the Jabagirdar and the Desh- 
raukh is opposed to them, perhaps more 
bitterly, than anybody else Himself being the 
mam cause of the birth of Communism in 
Telengana. he is trying lo keep himself intact 
and usmg all objectionable methods to remove 
the basic cause With him in the anti-Commu* 
lust front, nothing can be achieved. The 
exploiters and the feudal elements will have to 
be scrupulously excluded from such front. 
Otfierwne. the effort wi'l defeat its own 
purpose. 

-There mmt be a unity of approach lo 
the prob’en between thoie who dcxlre to put la 
coord mated efforts The Sute Congress ha* 
formulated its own basic ttird ll should 
mttrate the tame, chalk out the programme 
and invi*e the coopentloo of all t^ote who 
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agiec to it and ate read} to work it out Th» 
would be a positive approach and would bring 
together only those who are earnest about the 
job and would work, not to save themselves 
We do not think that Jahagirdars and Desh- 
mukhs would see the wisdom of choosing the 
path of voluntary liquidation If there be any 
exception, we would welcome them 
A Peasant-Problem 

* The problem of Telengana is a peasant- 
problem Shouting hoarse about the Commu- 
wvA accusing him m and out of season, bus 
done nothing, to thwart the menace On the 
other hand, much ground has slipped under the 
feet of those who have played only a negative 
role of accusation and fault-finding They 
have on the contrary, strengthened the 
Communists The Agrarian Reforms H hich 
are now made into law should be effect t\ fly 
implemented. There are potential dangers to 
ft Interested sections, who see their own 
liquidation in the reforms, u ill try to make them 
a failure and the Communists will thme We 
are stating all this, because we know, hO w 
spuriously these methods are being followed 
under our very nose We therefore, wish to 
be very plain and frank Unless the St£te 
Congress and the Government are determined 
to finish olT the exploitation of the peasant* 
through the strictest possible enforcement of 
the reforms no progress in the direction of 
counteracting the Communist wi'l succeed 
Harassment should stop 

The military operations, necessary as they 
a re, have their own oddities From reports 
reaching us, from many parts people have 
been unnecessarily harassed This is clear 
from the number that has been sent to the 
jails Even those hundreds have been released 
late the total number of alleged Communists 


behind the pnson bars has not decreased We 
think that the arrests of suspected Communists 
should be stopped forthwith, and no person 
should be allowed to be arrested unless the 
Chief Minuter himself is satisfied about the 
case The whims of the local official have done 
greatest harm to the people of Telengana, We 
insist upon the Chief Minister to see that no 
further scope is gnen to such lapses It must 
be remembered that the prosecution of innocent 
souls would recoil immensely on the Govern- 
ment itself “Shooting at sight", may be con- 
sidered alright in certain situations But 
shooting the innocent, under suspicion, can 
under no circumstances be justified 

Inside the jails, the conditions under which 
the detenues are made to live, are sub-human 
We have received first-hand information about 
this Does the Government realise what a 
tremendously bad odour such a treatment 
leaves on the minds of those who are made to 
suffer it? Only those who have been inside the 
jails, as politicals, can realise this Communists 
are after all well-educated intellectuals They 
should be treated as politicals Besides, m 
Hyderabad, large numbers have been arrested 
only on suspicion We strongly feel that all 
amenities of 'B class detenus should be given 
forthwith to those who are detained in Jails 
Let there be a human touch in the treatment 
towards these persons 

'We know of one instance A Congress 
worker form Wanaparthy was arrested as a 
suspected Communist No charges could be 
framed against him AH investigations proved 
that he was an out and out Congressman 
Still the local authorities kept hnn in jail 
His wife was suffering from T B and is on her 
death-bed in the Yerraeadda Hospital There 
was a callous refusal to release him, even at 
such a stage It is only after herculean efforts 
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that he is reported to have been released on 
parole or bail, to meet the wife, who is count- 
ing the last moments of her earthly existence 
Tins is only one amongst various other insta- 
nces, which have not come to light The effect 
of such harshness should not be minimised 
We are, therefore, clearly of the view, that 
all those agamst whom no definite charges 
could be made, should be released forthwith 
and those who are kept in as detenues, should 
get necessary facilities, provided under the 
rules of ’B Class detenus ’* 

Communsit Party Cannot Debrer the Goods 

Ridiculing the slogan that the Communist 
Party could deliver the goods, Swamiji in his 
next article wrote . 

"The internal contradictions that are mani- 
fest in the Communist Party of India seem to 
have grown stupendous in their nature and 
Party stands almost cracked for the time being 
atleast None in India will be sorry for this 
The Communist Party of India since its incep- 
tion, has played a treacherous role in the 
movement for national liberation and has 
completely forfeited any claim to be a torch- 
bearer of new light and an effective hand in 
shaping the future destiny of 350 millions of 
the people of India The best brains in the 
Party always took a wrong view of the national 
situation and shaped the policy in a manner 
prejudicial to the national interests 

‘ Those who were expected to be the torch- 
bearers of the freedom struggle, proved formi- 
dable obstructionists and the programmes 
enunciated by them have completely gone 
against their own interests The leaders of the 
Communist Party of India had not even the 
wisdom to know ihat even for a Communist 
coup to succeed, the Party should hase been 
in vanguard of the freedom struggle Those 


who hase failed to secure any footing m the 
indigenou> soil, cannot hope to build up a 
sound structure, either of a social or an 
economic character No wonder then, that 
the Communists in India, have been relegated 
to a position from which it would be difficult 
to recover It was expected that, soon after 
the attainment of freedom, the Communist 
Party of India, would realise its responsibility 
to work shoulder to shoulder with the mam 
political organisation of the country, the 
Indian National Congress, which, with a # 
revolutionary zeal, had succeeded m liberating 
the vast mass of people and had come to 
secure for itself an abiding place in the heart 
of millions The Calcutta Session of the 
Communist Party, took unrealistic and illusive 
decisions and launched upon a programme of 
an insurrection to overthrow the existing 
Government through violent means The 


Telcngana of Hyderabad was made the basis 
in which the coup was started, with what 
sufferings to the people, everybody knows 
Two and half years, experience has proved, 
beyond any doubt, that the coup expected by 
the Communist comrades has recoiled upon 
themselves and they have to blame none but 
themselves, forthemiser.es which they have 
showered upon .he peasant whom .hey "anted 
,o liberate from .he ditches of the feudal 
landlord* 

The release of Mr Dange and his collea- 
rues had created a fa.nt hope in the mind! of 
thmVing sections that the bitter experience of 
the immediate pas. «ould have E ,sen a better 

s.sion to the leaders of the Communist Parly 
of India There are assertions of policies made 
by different personalities and refutations by the 
rest The official section which can authorita- 
tively deliver the goods, seems to have found 
no undivided lojaliy for itself and contradictory 


reports of expulsions of the one or the other 
have come to light The latest report is that 
of the official section which questions the right 
of Mr. Dange to speak authoritatively about 
the policy to be pursued by the Party Under 
such circumstances, it is difficult to say, where 
and how, the Communist Party of India stands, 
vis-wis, the mam problems facing the country. 
Sri Dange has failed to convince conscious 
sections in India, that there is any genuine 
change in the policy of his partv His idea of 
the revival of a mass movement in the town 
and the count} -side, by fraternising with Leftist 
Parties, on the one hand, and gingering up the 
peasant struggle, on the other, has its own 
dangerous aspects, because, the essence of 
policy m his own words, would be the strength- 
ening and consolidating of the Agrarian Move- 
ment on the ' Telengana Model ' of 'resistance 
to the landlords who sought police protection 
and intervention, would be met with armed 
resistance *^Ie is also reported to have in mind, 
a scheme to reorientate the policies and to 
forgo United Democratic Front of all the lef- 
tist groups 

' We are not anxious to know what Mr. 
Dange and his colleagues intend to do We are 
content that the utterances, contradictory in 
their nature, which many of those who ha\e 
been recently released, have landed the Party 
into greater confusion and suspicion So long 
as there is no unequivocal assertion, that it 
would not be the bullet but the ballot-box, that 
would be the mam test for effecting any social 
or economic change and strict adherance to 
this policy, nobody much less the Governments 
or the States can have any inclination to make 
the Party, a legal one The responsibility of 
those who stand for social and economic chan- 
ge through a peaceful democratic process is 
'ery great If other methods fail, normal way 
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for progress and evolution is shut Abnormal 
methods, like insurrection come up and the 
result is shake-ups and jerks, disastrous in 
their effects In India, particularly the problem 
of bringing about a new social and economic 
order, has turned i nlo a first-class issue and 
unless the Indian masses can see new light and 
hope, howsoever farat it may be, the talk of 
following insurectionary methods will not cease. 
The Indian National Congress which has been 
the accredited leader of the people has to so 
shape things as to make it pretty clear to the 
Ignorant exploited masses that it would spare 
no pains to end their miseries at all costs 
Future depends upon what Congress and the 
Congress Government do and not upon what 
the Communists and others do not do.” 

In communist Villages 

Swamiji toured almost all the communist - 
infested villages in the Telangana and was 
deeply moved about the plight of the people 
there Summing up his tour impressions 
Swamiji thus wrote - 

"Law must act in earnestness Five days 
tour or Ihe Communist infested villages in 
different Talukas of Warangal district, was an 
instructive and exbdaralmg experience for me. 
For sometime past, I had not visited these 
areas But this lime, I wished to observe 
conditions for myself and not depend upon 
others’ reports I, therefore, decided to 
penetrate into the mterior parts and not the 
outskirts I visited fairly a good number of 
villages in different areas and the journey was 
made mostly in a bullock cart. J am giving 
here, whatever impressions I carry, about the 
situation in these parts This contains only a 
fraction of these 
The Agency 

The politically awakened sections seem to 
be in a perplexed state of mind and a feeling 
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that he is reported to have been released on 
parole or bail, to meet the wife, who is count- 
ing the last moments of her earthly existence 
This is only one amongst various other insta- 
nces, which have not come to light The effect 
of such harshness should not be minimised 
We are therefore, clearly of the view, that 
all those against whom no definite charges 
could be made, should be released forthwith 
and those who are kept in as detenues, should 
get necessary facilities, provided under the 
rules of ’B Class detenus ' 


who have failed to secure any footing in the 
indigenous soil, cannot hope to build up a 
sound structure, either of a social or an 
economic character No wonder then, that 
the Communists in India, have been relegated 
to a position from which it would b* difficult 
to recover It was expected that, soon after 
the attainment of freedom, the Communist 
Party of India would realise its responsibility 
to work shoulder to shoulder with the mam 
political or^msalion of the country, the 
Indian National Congress, which, with a # 


Comrannsit Party Cannot Deliver the Goods 
Ridiculing the slogan that the Communist 
Party could deliver the goods, Swamiji in his 
next article wrote 

The internal contradictions that are mani- 
fest in the Communist Party of India seem to 
have grown stupendous in their nature and 
Party stands almost cracked for the time being 
atleast None in India will be sorry for this 
The Communist Party of India since its incep- 
tion, has played a treacherous role in the 
movement for nauonal liberation and has 
completely forfeited any claim to be a torch- 
bearer of new light and an effective hand in 
shaping the future destiny of 350 millions of 
the people of India The best brains in the 
Party always took a wrong view of the national 


revolutionary zeal, had succeeded in liberating 
the vast mass of people and had come to 
secure for itself an abiding place in the heart 
of millions The Calcutta Session of the 
Communist Party, took unrealistic and illusive 
decisions and launched upon a programme of 


an insurrection to overthrow the existing 
Government through violent means The 
Telengana of Hyderabad was made the basis 
m which the coup was started, with what 


sufferings to the people, everybody knows. 
Two and half years, experience has proved, 
beyond any doubt, that the coup expected by 
the Communist comrades has recoiled upon 
themselves and they have to blame none but 
themselves, for the miseries which they have 
showered upon the peasant whom they wanted 
. . - r.„~ the cnjtches of the feudal 


situation and shaped the policy in a manner 
prejudicial to the national interests 

Those who were expected to be the torch- 
bcarers of the freedom struggle, proved formi 
dable obstructionists and the programmes 
enunciated by them have completely gone 
against their own interests The leaders of the 
Communist Party of India had not even the 
wisdom to know that even for a Communist 
coup to succeed, the Party should have been 
in vanguard of the freedom struggle Those 


landlord 1 

The release of Mr Dange and his collea- 
had created n faint hope m the minds of 
thinking sections that the b.ner experience of 

the immediate past would hasc gw en a better 

vision 10 the leaders of the Communist Party 
or India There are assertions of poheies made 
by different personalities and refutations by the 
rest The official section which can authorita- 
tively deliver the goods, seems to base found 
no undivided loyalty for itself sod contradictory 


reports of expulsions of Ibe one or the oilier 
hate come to light The latest report is that 
of the official section which questions the right 
ofMr Dange to speak authoruatncly about 
the policy to be pursued by the Party Under 
such circumstances, it is difficult to say, where 
and how, the Communist Parts of India standi, 
vis a vis, the mam problems facing the country 
Sri Dange has failed to consince conscious 
sections in India, that there is anv genuine 
change m the pohc> of his part\ Hi* idea of 
the revival of a mass movement in the town 
and the countj-sidc, b> fraternising with Leftist 
Parties, on the one hand, and gingering up the 
peasant struggle, on the other, has its own 
dangerous aspects, because, the essence of 
policy in his own words, would be the strength- 
ening and consolidating or the Agrarian Move- 
ment on the Telengana Model of 'resistance 
to the landlords who sought police protection 
and intervention, would be met with armed 
resistance l^Ic is also reported to have in mind, 
a scheme to reorientate the policies and to 
forgo United Democratic Front of all the lef- 
tist groups 

We are not anxious to know what Mr. 
Dange and his colleagues intend to do We are 
content that the utterances, contradictory in 
their nature, which many of those who have 
been recently released, have landed the Party 
into greater confusion and suspicion So long 
as there is no unequivocal assertion, that it 
Would not be the bullet but the ballot-box, that 
would be the mam test for effecting any social 
or economic change and strict adherance to 
this policy, nobody much less the Governments 
of the States can have any inclination to make 
the Party, a legal one The responsibility of 
those who stand for social and economic chan- 
ge through a peaceful democratic process is 
'ery grcit If other methods fail, normal way 
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of worry and agony has engulfed them They 
do not find any light to show the way out of 
the present sufferings The social structure, 
which contains two sections opposed to each 
other, on economic basis, has naturally led 
them to choose one of the two trends and the 
whole life is sharply marked, by not too rare 
occurances of the clash of economic interests 
No wonder, that the work also has its own 
line of demarcation 
The Telengana-Skeleton 
I wished to touch the mind of the peasant 
direct The emaciated skeleton of the TeJengana 
peasant, spoke to me, through thousands of 
eyes of men, women and children, who had 
gathered In a mood of uncertain expectancy 
His sufferings are not yet at an end He had 
been made the victim, an object of prey by the 
past regimes The feudal autocracy had almost 
reduced him to a sub human existence In his 
anxiety to terminate his sufferings, he allowed 
himself to pass into the hands of the Comrau 
mst, who, for sometimes, offered a measure 
of relief and gave him a sense of hope, which 
could not be fulfilled The experience during 
the past few yean, the atrocities committed on 
the kith and kin by the Communist himself, 
the sufferings due to military operations, 
which have their own oddities, the dislocation 
of the social and economic life — all these have 
turned him almost into a cynic, who takes 
things that happen around with indifference 
and slews life as something which is shaping 
strangely, where he feels his fate oscillating 
this way and that, without any power or 
strength on his part to direct it in his own 
interest 

The Dreadful Mgbti 

Sora* part* of Yelbndu Taluk were cover- 
ed in the dead of night, even when it was past 


midnight The villagers by hundreds were 
waiting in deep expectancy Their love knew 
no bounds How do they feel ? What is their 
psychological make-up? Who will shape them 
on right lines 7 A big question indeed' But, 
the answer to it, cannot be deferred for long 

The “Dora — Supreme 

The feudal lord or ' Dora \ as he is usually 
called, who has been the root cause for the 
growth of Ccrmumsm in these parts, sees bis 
fate sealed In his anxiety to save as much of 
what he possesses as possible, he is taking 
recourse to methods which while offering him 
a temporary financial gain, are creating greater 
troubles for him Instead of allowing the 
change to take a peaceful course, he is devising 
methods to suppress the peasant He seems to 
be unmindful of the consequences of his own 
wrong attitudes and actions At times he seeks 
the aid of the individual officers, and in a 
certain measure, be is not disappointed 

To turn to the exploited peasant once 
again, no talks and speeches will appeal to 
him Where is the relief for him*’ A bold 
decisive and better alternative which would 
remove his immediate sufferings and give him 
a free and honoured social and economic life 
by squarely solving land problem, is ihe only 
way to wean him away from the Communist 
Mere palliative* will fall flat I am convinced 
of this urgency After deepest possible thought 
I have come to the conclusion that the psvcho 
logical appeal is difficult, unless there is 
corresponding economic relief coming in 
substantial measure and in good time too 
They arc n6t certain if the law ns it standi 
will make the necessary psychological appeal 
It needs therefore, be amended before U* 
actual iropl mentation Amendments to rcle 
vant sections have been suggested to the 
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Minjster-m-charge and people are expecting 
some substantial changes to come in the 
immediate future. 

"Democratic life is at cross-roads in these 
parts. It has to be stabilised at all costs, no 
matter who gains and who stands to lose. 
Moreover, it seems to contain elements of 
suppression. This is not at all a happy 
spectacle. 

The Immediate Issue 

"A planned scheme of constructive creation 
should be prepared by Congressmen, and all 
active workers must engage themselves in 
implementing it. Even the help of non-Cong- 
ressmen, who agree to work for the scheme, 
should be welcomed. They should merge 
themselves in the work, and make an all-out 
effort to liberate the peasant from poverty and 
squalor. A three-years’ plan of work, in this 
regard, will certainly change the face of 
Telengana, if it is executed in a silent and solid 
manner. 

"I have only indicated the line in a rough 
way. All those who have the interest or the 
peasant at heart and who intend to extricate 
him from the clutches of the feudal lord on the 
other, must apply themselves to this and give 
it a definite, concrete shape. I have been also 
working at it and shall place it before those 
who wish to work for it as a Mission to be 
undertaken immediately.” 

Telengana Problem Again 

Continuing his tour impressing Swamiji 
again referred to the Telengana problem thus':- 
‘'Chillcpalli, is a small village in Hurutnagar 
Taluka and is situated at a distance of six 
miles from Miryalguda, on Miryalguda - 
Huzurnagar Road, in Nalgonda district. For 
sometime past, this area has been the scene of 
^ gruesome murders by Communists and other 


unsocial dements. The life of the people had 
been sandwiched between the armed action of 
the Police, on the one hand, and the Commu- 
nists, on the other. The people were completely 
terror-sricken. Six weeks back when I loured 
the District, I realised that no words could 
restore the fallen morale of the people. The 
tears and sobs of thousands could be minimised 
by sharing their sufferings, only by staying 
amidst them. It was necessary to remove from 
their minds the fear of weapons. As such, on 
20th January. I decided to go to Chillcpalli 
and camp there for sometime. The villagers 
had constructed a hut for my stay outside the 
Harijan Colony. Sjt. Ummetla Keshav Rao, 
the president Vf the Nalgonda Distric Congress 
Cmmittee and Sjt. Boinpalli Venkatramrao and 
Lakshmi Narsimha Rao, president and Secre- 
tary of the Huzurnagar Taluka Congress 
Cmmittee, and a few workers have been stay- 
ing with me. 

"The first thing that we did was to move in 
the villages and go deep into the rural areas 
in a bullock cart, unarmed and unescorted. 
We were convinced that this was the only way 
to remove the fear that had ovrtaken the 
village-folk. The very night that we reached 
Chillepalli, three murders were committed in a 
village at a distance of a few miles. At first, 
people were horrified to see us move unpro- 
tected. Gradually, a feeliug of confidence was 
created and with a period of a week or so, after 
we had visitnd about three dozens of villages 
and covered a few hundreds of miles of travel, 
the village-folk were seen conducting their 
affairs more freely. A large number of culti- 
vators pay visit to the hut every-day from 
mom to eve. 

"It was difficult to find any human being in 
the fileds after 5 P. M. When we used a jeep 
car, people would run away in scare, because. 
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they were afraid that some armed affair was 
on the anvil We sat and conversed with the 
villagers for hours together, and tried to 
impress upon them the idea that it was not 
weapon that gave them the strength The 
minds of the people arc gradually being 
weaned from violence 

'The Communists have been murdering 
those who have either deserted or arc suspected 
of being informants Those pclope, were 
possibly once their supporters, but have severed 
connections with them at present People have 
lost all confidence in the Communists, firstly, 
because they have Realised that the Communists 
have not been able to solve their basic 
problems On the other hand, they have 
brought police operations and consequent 
troubles only, on hundreds of villages Besidest 
they see that they are themselves being iho, 
by Communists, whom they had helped at one 
time It was only under the heavy pressure of 
death^ by sten-gun, that they had not expressed 
their dislike for the Communists The people 
had come to entertain feeling of dislike for the 
police also, who had promiscuously thrashed 
the villagers en masse for alleged complicity 
with the Communists It is only now that the 
utility of such a conduct has been realised, and 
at present, action is being taken more judiciou 
sly, isolating the mischievous from the 
innocent 

In addition to murders, burning paddy 
stocks, the haystacks, and cattle, had been also 
going on These are now far less in number 
To my mind, all this shows a frantic and 
desparate attempt on the part of the Comrau 
msts'to hold on vainly, tn face of a total and 
miserable collapse 
P«ngs of Sorrow 

I felt the pangs of the weeping hearts of 
thousands of sisters, and decided to go and 


stay with them, It was no premeditated actios 
Something within me has prompted me to do 
so, and I went there immediately. I did not 
call anybody except my Personal Secretary 
Damodar, and Sjt Ummctla Keshavrao, who 
would shirk no death, I am glad to say that 
at least ten souls have gathered together to live 
amidst death This is enough forme lam 
again going back and would stay there, as long 
as it is necessary 

"I do not have big things in view I know 
I am too small for that I wish to share the 
suffering and thus heal the wound of the heart 
of thosands who have known no softer human 
touch, but are suppressed under the presence 
of arms I shall feel satisfied, if I could do so. 

I have gone there in opposition to none If at 
all there is any opposition, it is a psychological 
one, against violence, from whatever quarter 
it comes 

Positive Action Needed 

' I am more than ever convinced, having 
observed things at close quarters, that it is by 
positive action, and basic approach to various 
problems of life, confronting the villagers, and 
offering a square and just solution to the 
agrarian problem and removing many-sided 
ills, from the rural areas, that the village-folk 
could be won over No anti-Communist 
propaganda and no amount of speeches are 
going to impress the villager any more It is 
positive action, a definite role, and a better 
picture of life mutuality, that would create 
healtheir trends in him Therefore, I hold that 
mere military action is not the way to deal 
with the situation. A net-work of constructive 
activities, conducted in a missionary spirit, by 
selfless workers, is the dire necessity in these 
areas If Congressmen and others are able to 
do so, the people will be with them The 


Communist, who has once served the people 
of these parts tremendously, has lost ground, 
due to his misjudgement. It Is now for others 
to serve. This docs not necessitate any abuse 
of the Communist. 

"I am trying to follow this lme in my own 
way, with a few colleagues I will write some- 
thing more after sometime, if 1 feel that I 
should do so 

"I have tried to study the situation at close 
quarters and have suggested the measure which 
would improve the situation. The agrarian 
problem in Telengana has to be squarely 
solved and I have suggested certain amend- 
ments to the present Tenancy Act Other 
ameliorative measures, necessary to remove 
the hardships of the village-folk, are also 
proposed I will continue in these areas and 
build up positive constructive line amongst the 
villagers 

Spotlight on a Peculiar Race in Telengana 
In his next article, Swamrji wrote about one 
of the peculiar races m Telangana which makes 
a striking Teadmg today 

During my sojourn for last few weeks into 
the Communist affected areas, I had the 
opportunity of moving through a vast area, 
comprising of mountain and forest tracts, and 
have an insight into the life of some of the 
human species, who, to this day, are leading 
the same primitive type of life and who, for all 
practical purposes, seem to be unaffected by 
whatever is happening all around Civilisation 
in every sense we take it, has not touched 
even a fringe of their life, and they are, as they 
have been, for centuries ago 

The Chenchus of Amrabad area, are a 
special race by themselves, compared with 
other aboriginal tribes, they arc few in number. 
They are less than four thousand. They are 
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scattered over a vast area, full of thick forest 
and wild hunt They live in small hutments, 
with small habitations Hardly you will find 
a dozen huts m a particular habitation Of 
late, some of them are accostumed to wear a 
small lion cloth, both men and women They 
hardly know any cooked food. They fefed 
upon foiest roots. I visited some of these 
hutments, penetrating deep into the forest 
about 25 miles, beyond Monanur, on way to 
Srisailam, the sacred place of pihgrimage I saw 
them eating tamarind, mixed with ashes That 
is the mam food on w hich they sustain It was 
surprising to see, even the dogs being fed upon 
the same* There was nothing else for them 
At times, they collect honey and for some time 
past, some people from the plains down below, 
purchase it from them It is from this money 
tha"t the Chenchus get some clothing etc. 
Needless to say, you find a couple of earthen 
pots in each family I saw ornaments made of 
tamarind on the bodies of small children They 
are naked to the core One sometimes feels, 
how a human race could survive at all, in this 
crude form ' 

From Monanur to Farhabad, there is only 
one small well and this is the only one from 
which the Chenchus of the parts, I visited, 
could draw water. They have to go at least 
2§ miles to fetch a vessel of water No wond6r 
that they know no bathing These tribes 
speak Telugu Down below, at Monanur, the 
Social Service Department of the Government 
have opened a Rural Welfare Centre, m which 
along with the rest, the Chenchu lads are 
schooled and an experiment is being made to 
settle a few families at one place and mhke 
them used to cultivation Here life seemed 
to have more human appearance No 
non official agencies have so far approached 
these people I discussed with ^he lo<5aI 


officer, and others, the possibility of opening 
a hostel and a boarding house for the 
Chenchu lads, on behalf of the Adimjatt Se\ak 
Sangh The plan is being scrutinised. 

The problem of aboriginals, all o\er India, 
has come to the forefront these days, in a 
more vivid sense than it had here to fore 
been The Constitution has given them the 
status as the rest 

This class of human beings have to be con- 
verted into better and more civilised creatures 
This is a herculean task Both Government 
and public associations have to put in coordi- 
nated efforts to see that the condition of the 
Chenckus and the rest is improved in all 
respects 

This necessitates a well laid out plan The 
Adimjati Sevak Sangh, Hyderabad branch, is 
formulating a plan to run at least half a dozen 
hostels for these tribes I shall deal with the 
Lambadas some time next month 
Now, Lambadas of Telangana 

In his searching revelations about the 
problem of Telengana, Swamiji wrote the life 
of Lambadas and the need to change their 
outcome 

The Lambada community in Nalgonda 
district, is scattered over vast area, mostly 
forming a hilly and forest tract The Tandas 
or habitations, consist of huts, numbering 
thirty to hundred or more each The mam 
occupation of these people is agriculture They 
are no nomad tribe They can even be classed 
as a middle community They own large 
number of cattle sometimes more than a 
thousand The Lambadas arc strong in built 
and full of vigour They work hard and grow 
almost all types of food-grams needed for 
their sustenance Milk is in abundance 
Generally, they drink water from the springs 


Fresh weather, good water and substantial 
diet has made them into able-bodied and 
nicely featured community 
Ignorant Race 

' Like the rest of the aboriginal tnbes, the 
Lambadas do not lead an isolated life Except 
for habitations, which lie sparsed in different 
tracts, their mode of life is similar to that of 
the rest of the people in the adjoining areas 
Barring the age-long social customs, which are 
prevalent to this day, this community is fast 
assimilating the ideas and thoughts, which is 
influencing other sections of the people They 
hardly send their children to school and no 
arrangements have still been made to open 
school in or near thier habitations {Naturally, 
they are sunk into deep ignorance. 

' The Communists have found in ihis 
community an easy prey for their Par y build- 
ing It is bard to say how much consciousness 
they were able to create amongst this tribe 
Suffice it to say that the nature of their habita- 
tions afforded the Communists to use these 
places as their hide-outs and shelter grounds . 
Some of these habitations were difficult to 
approach As a result, the Communists could 
make some of these places the centres of their 
plans At times these people appear to have 
acted j as couriers also 

' The strong hand of the military and police 
has fallen upon the Cemmunists In many 
places the small habitations were shifted and 
concentrated into one place, at times at a 
distance of a few miles Subsequently, the 
economic life of this community had been very 
badly affected, rather indiscriminately in 
many places and agriculture, the only means 
of sustenance for these Lambadas, suffered 
consideroblj I have visited scores of these 
habitations and have personally seen how 


immensely they have suffered The matter was 
represented to Proper quarters and barring a 
few exceptions, these Tandas have now gone 
back to their original sites 

Most of these Tandas are now free from 
the Communist-Influence As I have stated 
above there has been no conscious acceptance 
of the ideology In the clash of arms, they were 
perhaps the section which had to pay very 
heavily 

Nobody except the Communists have made 
any approach to the Lambadas of these parts 
so foe Dnrmg the sear or so, a Lambada 
Conference was organised at Kondrapool near 
Miryalguda This was the first time that the 
Lambada community came to know something 
about the Congress 

During my recent tour, arrangements have 
been made to start two primary schools on 
behalf of the Hyderabad Branch of the 
Bharatiya AdimjVi Sevak Sangh A Hostel for 
the school-going lads of this tribe, is proposed 
to be started at Miryalguda Fortunately, a 
Lambada matriculate, by name Raghupati, 
has offered his whole-time services to this 
cause 

4 The problem or converting these Lambadas 
into good citizens of Republican India, is a 
stupendous one A small beginning has been 
made A silent persistant work by a few, at 
least, may change the present outlook of this 
community. Who will do it ? It is no use 
blaming the community or the Communists 
Let others go and serve them and the picture 
will change 

An Appeal to Congressmen 

In his concluding despatch on the Telengana 
problem, Swamiji took pains to analyse the 
situation m correct perspective and suggested 
various remedial measures to improve the lot 
of the people He wrote thus 
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' It is full two months since I have been 
staying in the disturbed areas of some parts of 
the Nalgonda district I have penetrated into 
the innermost tracts in the forest and hills, and 
have visited one hundred and sixteen villages, 
in Huzurnagar and Miryalguda Talukas I 
have tried to talk to the people direct and have 
dived deep into their hearts to know what they 
feel I have discussed with them the problems 
that face them and in my own humble way 
shown them the way which would remove 
their present miser} I have spoken to the 
officials and apprised them of the situation, as 
I felt it No Communists have met me 
Whatever I had to say to theu I have stated 
in my talks to the villagers I have also 
suggested to the higher quarters, the ameliora- 
tive measures, which are necessary, to improve 
the lot of the people in these parts 

One thing I have not done so far I 
have not made any public statement worth 
the name, except in tit-bits Even now, I 
have no desire to do so I am only appris- 
ing the concerned sections, what I have 
seen and felt, in the hope that the element 
of truth contained in them would be 
appreciated and necessary steps taken to 
effect an overall improvement m the 
situation I am, however, placing a few 
facts before the people as that would help 
them m assessing the situation correctly 

Confidence Prevails 

There is a definite psychological change m 
the people The fallen hearts of thousands 
have felt some relief They are carrying on their 
work more freely and the fear complex; is 
greatly minimised, though not wholly remedied 
They are now in a mood to think and apply 
their minds to the situations surrounding them 
The panic created by the sten-guns of unsocial 
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elements, including the Communists, is fast 
waning and the fear of arms is growing less 
and less Though it cannot be said that they 
have completely extricated themselves from 
the clutches of the arms, they have been feeling 
the futility of arms to build up life All this 
needed a sympathetic view of their miseries 
I have done nothing more than being amidst 
them in their woes and speaking to them heart- 
to heart I am happy that the fallen hearts are 
once again experiencing the last breath of life , 
though a feeble one, at the present moment 
The people are trying to see the way other 
than that shown by the Communist An 
effective alternative has to be shown and a 
reassuring feeling has to be created in them 
This cannot be done by arms Immediate 
amihoration measures are necessary In this 
connection / would like to reiterate once again 
the dire urgency of solving the Agrarian problem 
in Telengana squarely, and on a basts of justice 
and equity The present hesitency isnot helpful 
It will defeat the purpose of other efforts 

There is one factor in the situation, which 
should be remembered On a critical analysis 
of the situation I have found that in some 
parts, there are elements other than the Com 
mumsts who for their own selfish interest are 
using the present situation in their own sinister 
way These are not limited to a particular 
section These persons do not stay in their 
villages They have deserted them They stay 
near a Police Camp or in Taluka headquarter 
Some of them act as middlemen They spin 
false stones They try to aggravate the panic 
Their interest lies in continuing the present 
state of affairs They pay money to whomso 
ever a is necessary at time even to the Com 
mum it and petty dements m the admmistra 
tion Some come from Zammdars some from 
Patel - Pat wans some from the unsocial de 


menis at times even under the garb of the 
Congress Due to all these factors the suffe 
rings of the people have grown and the situ 
ation is complicated Any truck with these 
sections will make matters worse 
Barring some exceptions I have found that 
there js a change for the better in the manner 
m which situations are being handled by those 
who are entrusted with the task of restoring 
law and order I have not hesitated to point 
out the lapses wherever I felt necessary and 1 
am glad that my suggestions have received due 
consideration I am thankful to local officers 
Civil Police and Military, for having made my 
task easy 

To the Communists 

The Communists have misled the people by 
initiating a movement of arson murder and 
loot and reduced themselves to the role of 
terrorists Nobody can believe in their profes 
sions Even now they should stop the use of 
arms and cry halt to desperadoes whom they 
have let loose on the people The Prime 
Minister has made his policy towards the Com 
mumst Party quite clear The Party is not 
banned all over the country It is allowed to 
function Wherever it is banned, it is because 
of its terrorist activities It is high time that 
the Communists in Hyderabad cry hah effee 
tively to the terrorist programme which they 
have initiated and which is being desparately 
pursued by certain elements from amongst them 
A change in the policy must be a change m 
practice and not simply profession The Com 
mumsts have done the greatest disservice to 
the fallen and the exploited whom they pro 
fessedtosave They have made the peasant 
fall flat 

The Task Awaited 

I had no big things m view when 1 settled 
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down at Chillepalli I felt the urge within and 
I stayed in these parts I am satisfied that the 
situation has improved I would be more 
happy if those who wish to deal with this pro 
blem do so in a positive manner, which is the 
only path to be tread Whatever has been 
achieved is very meagre The problem is 
stupendous and needs a band of selfless devo 
ted and intelligent workers Will responsible 
Congressmen come and settle in these parts 
and carry on constructive work and solve the 
difficulties which the peasant has to face every 
day 7 No speeches are necessary It is coniinuo 
us stay, a sympthetic heart which the peasant 
needs 

I am grateful to the President of the 
Nalgonda District Congress Committee and 
his colleagues, who remained with me, in 
spite of many impediments Though few in 
number, they have been steadfast, and are 
carrying on the work with faith and zeal I am 
sure their continued cfTorts will bear fruit and 
the lot of the suppressed improved 

During the month of May a few Centres m 
which the present mission will be carried on, 
are proposed to be started Plans are being 
chalked out to make them as useful as circum 
stances permit My stay at Cbillepalh will 
continue for sometime more 

I had decided to visit some parts of 
Warangal district during the last week of this 
month The situation there seems to be more 
complicated I cannot say anything unless 
I see things for myself I am anxious to go 
there as early as I could But I feel it necessary 


to meet Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, whom I have 
not seen for long After my return from Dehli, 
I will go to Warangal District 
And Swamiji did the greatest service to 
humanity as a vvho'e, by speaking truth nothing 
but truth, on the Telengana problem, perhaps, 
for the first time, any leader of his eminence 
did so far Swamiji by his outspoken writings, 
proved beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that Pen is mightier than sword All hail 
Swamiji for his splendid contribution to the 
healthy growth of infant democracy in the 
former Hyderabad State 
In fact, Swamiji bad written on almost all 
subjects which commend themselves to the 
present day leaders His close study of eminent 
leaders of the Nation, and his nearness to 
them brought about very intimate descriptions 
of their personalities His touching homage 
to Bhagwan Sane Guruji the Mahatma, 
Gurudev Tagore Sn Aurobmdo and Sardar 
Patel, are some of his greatest contributions 
Equally great contribution of his, is, on 
' Jawaharlal Nehru, a leader of his heart and 
choice • 

A Prayer 

It takes many pages to reproduce all the 
best contributions of Swamiji His was 
seen at his best as the Editor of * The 
Vision because knowing the people as 
he did and facmg the problems as he 
faced he had candid opinions to offer 
People of Hyderabad salute him for all 
that and something more 1 May Swamiji 
continue to light the candle of men s 
minds for many many years to come 
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